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«Line with them (your wives) in 
kindness, even 4. you dislike them, Меха, as 
you dislike somelh hing tn which Alah has 


placed much good. » 
[An-Nisà 4:19] 


КЛЕЙ], 
The Muslim Family - 3 


51411 laa, 
THE FRAGILE VESSELS 


RIGHTS & OBLIGATIONS BETWEEN THE SPOUSES IN /SLAM 
(3 i) p 


MUHAMMAD AL-JIBALI 


EI LEGI 15) 5:2 
AL-KITAB & AS-SUNNAH PUBLISHING 


ee 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


TABLE OF CONTENTS v 


PRELUDE xi 
Opening Sermonm сш САНИ So А cleat. 
Definingi Our Mission аа НОВЕ. foley EMAL ep es: xiii 
1. Correcting Our Beliefs and Practices (xiv) 
2. Inviting to the True Din (xvi) 
3. Warning Against Deviant Beliefs and Practices (xvi) 
4. Purifying the Sunnah (xvi) 
5. Liberating the /slamic Thought (xvii) 
6. Presenting the /s/amic Solution (xviii) 
Conclusion (xviii) 
Technicalitic sec PARDO Se reprher ter been) ond 28.4 
Transliteration (xix) 
Translating and Referencing Quran and Hadith (xx) 
Notable Utterances (xxi) 


PREFACE xxiii 

ТА Ѕепе Ep ~~ ders MOM. лаб) estu 
ТАЗ ВОК cT ЧН 02 2089: 2. onus xxiv 
Аскпохлеарешепо "EU wo NAA. a XXV 


CHAPTER 1 
A FAIR PARTNERSHIP xxvii 
IntroductionW И TATE E a a ee. 
An Essential Bond (1) 
Shared Obligations and Similar Rewards (1) 
Between Equality and Fairness (2) 
Natural Differences (3) 
Responsibility and Accountability ...................... 4 
Соса Маппе К РОТ УЯ SL. 
Excellence of Good Manners (6) 


B 


Contents vi 


Truthfulness (8) 

Humbleness (10) 

Mercy and Kindness (11) 

Forgiveness (13) 

Avoiding Oppression (14) 

Avoiding Foul Language (16) 

Avoiding Arguing and Quarreling (17) 

Amicably Resolving the Problems (18) 

Communication and Company : 1 - 
Importance of Communication (18) 
Regulations for Desertion (19) 

Aiding One Another .... 

The Obligation of Mutual Help Qo 

One May Not Be Aided in Disobeying Allah (21) 

Aiding Each Other in Acts of Worship And Obedience (21) 
Safeguarding the Family NC келми... 
Enjoining the Good and Ebrbidding: the e Wrong 10 6 зми... 
Fulfilling Each Others’ Desire ooo F aie 


CHAPTER 2 


THE HUSBAND’S OBLIGATIONS TOWARD HIS WIFE 25 


The Woman’s Rights 
Cultures Prior to slam Qs) 

The Woman's Rights іп /slam (26) 
The Wife's Rights in /slam (26) 

Protection о А 
An Important DINER — (t Бапа (28) 
Ghayrah (29) 

Avoiding Unnecessary Suspicion (29) 
Safeguarding Her Secrets (30) 

Financial Support "Ke BeOS is. i 
Part of the Qawamah Obligations: (3 D 
According to His Capability (31) 

Self-Sufficiency (33) 

A Highly Rewardable Charity (34) 

The Best Form of Spending (35) 

Adequate Support Is an Earned Right for the Wife (36) 
The Great Sin of Neglect (36) 


The Fragile Vessels 


- 20 


plo) 


23 
24 


N 
Un 


31 


The Fragile Vessels vii Contents 
Providing a Reasonable Dwelling (38) 
The Dowry (39) 4 | 


Kind Treatment and Compassion .......... o n 6 066r 
An Obligation upon the Husband (39) 
Token of His Good Nature (40) 
Understanding the Woman's Fragile Nature (40) 
Understanding and Coping with the Wife’s Attitude (41) 
Understanding the Woman's Different Nature (the Bent Rib) (42) 
Looking at the Wife's Better Side (44) 
Entertaining the Wife (45) 
Giving Salam to the Wife and Family (46) 
Fairness and Justice (47) 


Coping with Multiple Wives ......................... 47 

Fairness Is a Condition for Polygamy (47) 

Equal Turns (48) 

Punishment for Unfairness (50) 

Fairness Does Not Involve Feelings of the Heart (50) 

Companysandiintimacy: И o ЛЕН. VHS ls. 51 
бегуісе ап! Нер CEPI NE EU Nn. РЬ Bie r6. 53 
Discipline dier v ЕСИ ento C. ivl. 53 

Admonishment (55) 

Abandonment (56) 

Permission of Hitting (56) 

Disapproval of Hitting (57) 

Divorce (59) | 
| 
| 

CHAPTER 3 
THE WIFE’S OBLIGATIONS TOWARD HER HUSBAND 61 
The GreatiRightiofi the; Husband e КИ. hs шд adu. 61 


The Man's Degree Over the Woman (61) 
Submission to the Husband's Authority (62) 
Absolute Willingness to Serve and Cooperate (63) 
Is the Husband Better? (65) 
KindnessmlowardithevHusbands PEE EE .............. 66 
Showing Gratitude (66) 
The Woman's Mental and Religious Deficiencies (68) 
Kindness to the Husband Is an Act of Worship (68) 





= ш 





Contents viii 


The Best of Women (69) 

Prohibition of Harming the Husband (70) 
Obeying the Husband xw. thu зт» 

Serving the Husband (72) 

Guidelines for Obedience (73) 


Doing Things That Please Her Husband ............... 


Pleasing Him with Her Appearance (74) 

Admitting People Only with His Permission (75) 
Avoiding Asking for Divorce without Reason (75) 
A Mother’s Advice to Her Daughter (76) 


Fulfilling the Husband’s Physical Desire ............... 


A Major Obligation (78) 

Denial of Intimate Pleasure Is a Major Sin (79) 

No Voluntary Fasting Without His Permission (80) 
Moderateness in Worship (81) 


Avoiding Suspicious Situations with Other Men .......... 


Avoiding Displaying Her Charms to Other Men (82) 

Avoiding Unnecessary Talk with Other Men (83) 

Avoiding Privacy with Other Men (83) 

Avoiding Travelling without Mahrams (84) 

Avoiding Undressing Outside her Home (85) 

Avoiding Going Out of the House Without Reason (86) 
Financial Responsibility ...... 100-0 1p ao koe 

Safeguarding His Possessions (86) 

Spending with His permission (87) 

Food Is Part of the Trust (88) 

A Shared Reward (88) 

Use of her Own Money (89) 

Islam vs. Kafir Laws (91) 


Avoiding Pretence and False Claims ................:: 


Tending the Children 
Raising Her Children According t to islam ( 92) 
Breast-Feeding the Children (92) 


ШЕШЕН  ,,, з ).!,;чхҥШ........--5-- 


CHAPTER 4 
THE MOTHERS OF THE BELIEVERS 97 
Introduction 


T. 71 


91 


. 92 


97 


аии 


The Fragile Vessels 


The Fragile Vessels ix Contents 
Кайа ВЕ ауа e SENE RR d. см 98 
SawdalWBingZamah e ОКК ЕК МИТО 02:2 101 
АПАҢ ВИ ЛЫП Вак ЖО. А 9x. 12 102 
"A'ishah's Marriage (102) 
‘Aishah’s Youth (104) 
The Only Virgin (105) 
The Most Beloved Wife (106) 
Excellence over Other Women (106) 
The Great Slander (107) 
'A'ishah's Jealousy (108) 
Al-Jamal Fight (111) 
Death (112) 
Zayhab!BinaKlüuzaymah е 2 Ме А D vA 112 
UmmiSalamalwe SIR ЖАРК. лии з Ier. 113 
Lineage (113) 
Marriage to the Prophet (113) 
Death (114) 
HafsaliBinteUmard у C T etm. SERE Es 114 
2аупао В папик ARTE PER DOS Luo TE SS Idus 116 
Јамаупуацвшцаснас і Е. ж Т, oe Iss ар. 117 
UmmjHabibaz Ei wow Wile, SD veut ә. we Ale 118 
$айўуа шш Шуа о КЕЛУ ВОРА н: iu cd 119 
Маутопанв танат поа. oe 120 
Мапуа Ше оро ЕО зо uns ius ud 120 
Imporan тас ЕРК. ERIS BS LES, OG 121 
OUT WINES ОГО оо ЗЕ о НА 122 
СНАРТЕК 5 
WITH THE PROPHET & HIS WIVES 123 
Introduction P e LLL. Leld eh e э. 123 
The}ProphetasaWivessbormiliwo Теап5 ................. 123 
Text of the Hadith (123) 
Notes (125) 
The Prophet’s Wives Cooperate Against Him ............. 126 
Text of the Hadith (126) 
Different Opinions (127) 
130 


The Prophet Deserts His Wives for One Month ........... 








The Fragile Vessels 












. 138 
ABOUT UMM ZAR‘ 141 
MEE sell. 141 
Apparent and Hidden Problems (143) 
iveness. and Unimpressiveness (143) 
ess, Greed, and Negligence (144) 
s, Stupidity, and Abuse (144) 
Bouts BEEN ees 


» Security, a Cip (MS) 
ity, and Courage (145) 
Respect, and Kindness (146) 
th, Generosity, and Stature (146) 
Genero and Other req aine E 


ba 


‚151 


PRELUDE 


Opening Sermon 


V On ad З ачаад 


о A a à А3 0 арс) 


aus oL аз eai 


ada st У 


м эс, 


235 у СШ, 355, 
тетти 


Al-hamdu lillah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We Praise Him and 
seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from our 
souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom Allah guides, no one can 
misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can guide. 


Шау, АЙ NIE NY Ы 7, 


ПО oh scias f ТАСА 
UPPER WR VES EET 


I bear witness that there is no (true) god except Allah — alone 
without any partners. And I bear witness that Muhammad (#%) is His 
‘abd (servant) and messenger. ' 


d$ > ad 18 x uiuo o 


hoc am 


| The above two paragraphs, together with the following three portions of 
Qur'an, are called Khutbat ul-Hajah (the Sermon of Need). Allah's 
Messenger (®) often started his speeches with this sermon, and he was keen 
to teach it to his companions. The hadiths in this regard are recorded by 
Muslim, Abū Dawid, an-Nasa, and others, and are narrated by Ibn Mas‘tid, 
Ibn ‘Abbas, and others (3). A full discussion of the various reports of this 
sermon is provided by al-Albant in his booklet, “Khu tbat ul-Hàjah", published 
by al-Maktab ul-Islàmi, Beirut. 
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NY glee Ji Ohya oly „зз, 
who believe! Revere Allah the right 


ы created from it its mate, and 
from both of them many men and women. 
h through whom you demand things 
another, and (cherish the ties of) the 
обе, Allah is ever-watchful over you.» > 


ia ote. igi dr 0 
КЕ os Ss Es eios 5) 
WY: ot (Os 155 56 


you who believe! Revere Allah and say just 
ll then rectify your deeds and forgive 
He who obeys Allah and His Messenger 
ly achieved a great victory.» ° 


ELE 74| 


Ag “aa C 33 
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Verily, the best speech is Allah’s (48) speech; the best guidance is 
Muhammad's(£&) guidance; and the worst matters (in creed or 
worship) are those innovated (by the people), for every innovated 
matter is a bid ah (prohibited innovation), and every bidàh is an act 
of misguidance that (whoever initiated it) will reside in the Fire. ' 


Defining Our Mission 


Our goal in our works is propagating the true Da‘wah that derives 
from Allah's (85) Book and His Messenger's (Ж) Sunnah. This is a 
duty that every Muslim should cherish. Allah (3£) says: 
гв eter "Mucius 122 PAM к Soe ast „++ 
dopo Saal бзш JI UE usas 25! at sio 
VE gus ШЫГ ty, ЖАЛ р 


«Let there arise from you a group of people inviting 
to the good, enjoining the right and forbidding the 
wrong. Those will be the successful.» ? 


This Da'wah has two fundamental aspects: 


(a) Tasfiyah: Cleansing and purifying the Zs/amic beliefs and 
practices. 


(b) Tarbiyah: Guiding and educating the people according to the 
purified teachings. 


Allah (3&) indicates that this was the Prophet’s (£&) message: 


ера + ‚9% 


x ele ul РАЗД Аа Sa; Bull 24) 


| Muslim and others have recorded from Jabir Bin ‘Abdillah (ta) that Allah’s 
Messenger (@) used to start his speeches with this paragraph. 
2 Al Imran 3:104. 


———— кл 
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«It is He who has sent among the unlettered a 
Messenger from themselves reciting to them His ayat, 
purifying them, and teaching them the Book and 
Wisdom — although they were before in clear 
deviation.» | 


This is also an obligation on every Muslim according to his ability, 
as Allah (38) commands: 


тыйу, vi БЫУ, «gis T le с 


«Help one another in righteousness and piety; and 
do not help one another in sinning and 
transgression.» > 


Our mission is then to propagate the /slamic teachings in various 
areas as follows: 


1, CORRECTING OUR BELIEFS AND PRACTICES 


We should revere, study, comprehend, and implement the noble 
Ouran and the Prophet's authentic Sunnah in accordance with the 
Understanding and practice of the righteous salaf: the sahabah and 
their true followers, who are described in the following: 


"Uu rir, DEDE S... 

polis Ls agli a SV ы ЛУ 

Veiis as pus ees di co, „ш, 
аа f (s. us sti 


1 AMuniah 622, 
NT 
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«The first to embrace Islam among the Muhajirün 
and the Ansar, and also those who followed them in 
the best way — Allah is pleased with them and they 
with Him. He has prepared for them gardens 
beneath which rivers flow: They will abide therein 
forever. This is the supreme success.» ' 


Thus, the guidance of the salaf is the only true guidance. 
Furthermore, the beliefs of the sahabah are the only acceptable beliefs: 


WV al (533 да a ok ы, 7 S6) 


«So if they believe as you believe *, they are indeed 
truly guided.» ° 


Allah warns against following any guidance other than the 
Messenger's (&&) and his companions (2%): 


GAH AS 9$ Us до epa dai 58022 ors) 
е Жай us ui catal eo 2 шә 
M6 clad! О ce, 


«Whoever opposes the Messenger, after guidance has 
become clear to him, and follows other than the way 
of the believers *, We will give him what he has 
chosen and let him into Hell: What an evil 
destination!» ° 


l At-Tawbah 9:100. 

2 The address here is to the sahabah ($). 

3 Al-Baqarah 2:137. 

^ The description “believers” here applies first and foremost to the sahabah (2%). 
5 An-Nisd 4:115. 
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2, INVITING TO THE TRUE DIN | 
We should contribute to educating and guiding the Muslims to adopt ‘This knowledge will be carried by the trustworthy 
the true Din, act according to its teachings, and adorn themselves with ones of every generation — they will expel from it 
е Ыр. the alterations made by those going beyond bounds, 
We should also contribute to inviting the non-Muslims to the the false claims of the liars, and the false 
unadulterated truth of Islam. interpretations of the ignorant. ' 
This is the only way for any person to attain Allah's acceptance and 
achieve happiness and glory. Allah (3%) says: 5. LIBERATING THE ISLAMIC THOUGHT 
67) ' 22 9 ot; А. 5 97 А | е с. д 
[кў | pale pal YI Ope Ao Yo! © rax) Guided by the Islamic principles, we should contribute to reviving the 
ИИИ. unobstructed Islamic thought and opposing stubborn adherence to 
FY pall (Opal [oles Gb Nols, с> oll mathhabs and prejudiced loyalty to parties. Neglecting this in the past 
Я —— 5: has caused rust to dwell on the hearts and minds of Muslims, diverting 
«By time, the human being E surely in loss, except them from the pure original sources of /5/ат, and causing them to 
for those who believe, do righteous deeds, enjoin deviate from the honest /5/атіс brotherhood called to by Allah (48): 
upon one another the keeping to truth, and enjoin Р 
i i i 1 "RIS a4 toa Ca (ht CAT A tz» 22 
upon one another patience (in adversity).» VY ula ЈА ue ү, Canes alii | ai i» 
3. WARNING AGAINST DEVIANT BELIEFS AND PRACTICES «And hold fast, all together, by the rope of Allah, | 


and be not divided among yourselves.» ° 
We should caution the Muslims and exhort them against any beliefs or 
practices alien to the pure teachings of Islam, such as shirk and And by His Messenger (8): 
bid ahs. t ^ 
CUS! АШ she 15,55» 
4, PURIFYING THE SUNNAH ё 
«Be, worshippers of Allah, brothers. ° 

We should contribute to cleansing the Sunnah of weak and fabricated 
narrations. Wrong beliefs and practices deriving from weak reports 
have marred the beauty of Jslam and prevented the Muslims’ 
advancement. 

The duty of purifying the Sunnah is so vital that the 





Recorded by Ibn ‘Adiyy, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Ibn ‘Аѕакіг, and others. It is 


Messenger (Ë) praised those who perform it by saying: reported from a number of sahābah including Abū Hurayrah, Ibn Mas'üd, and 
Anas (3). All of its reports have various levels of weakness, but they add up 
4x peo Ady tc 5 IS os ed! Ia sy collectively to make this hadith hasan, as is indicated by al-Albani in Mishkat 


ul-Masabih (no. 248), and as expressed by al-Halabi in al-Hit tah (p. 70). 
2 Al ‘Imran 3:103. 
3 Recorded by al-Bukhārī and Muslim. 





l ALAsr 103:1-3. 
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агу problems, and strive toward resuming а true Islamic way 
establishing a true Islamic society governed by Allah's law. 
ys: 


"o 


UI Gill s v AU Ys Wes eso oly 


|| upon all the Muslims to support us in carrying out this 
This will surely elevate and honor them and spread the 
age of Islam all over the earth, as is Allah's true promise: 


deii ll Ss SLA) ЫШ] uai o 
"Aul (O65 25115 als 
a isHe who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 


fore, a humble response to our realization of a great 
responsibility to help bring forth before the English- 


Prelude 
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Technicalities 
TRANSLITERATION 


We make a serious attempt to limit the use of transliterated Arabic 
terms to the following two situations: 


a) There is no English expression that can reflect the same 
meaning as the original term. 


b) The Arabic term is of such importance that it is essential to 
familiarize the readers with it. 


At the end of this book, we have included a glossary defining 
common Arabic terms that fulfill the above criteria. In addition, we 
have included an index of the Arabic terms that are more pertinent to 
this current work, indicating the page on which they have been defined. 

Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are italicized. 
In general, the rules of English pronunciation can be applied. The 
following table includes additional symbols employed in this book to 
help pronounce the Arabic terms. 












Stands for 
(|) Alif 


(long vowel a) 






English Equivalent Sounds 





Mostly: Man, sad. 
At times: Father, hard, god. 










Root, soup, flute 


п (long vowel u) ML 


(9) Ya Seed, lean, piece, receive. 
(long vowel i) 
(:) Hamzah The first consonant vocal sound 
uttered when saying: at, it or oh. 
ES SL с 5) 7 
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Stands for 


English Equivalent Sounds 





No equivalent. Produced in the lower 
throat, below “h”. Resembles the 
sound produced after swallowing. 





(3) Thal 





No equivalent. Produced in the back 
of the mouth and top of the throat. 





There, mother. 





A deeper "s" sound. Somewhat close 
to the “sc” in “muscle”. 





aam T. 


(2) Dad 


Sounds deeper than a “d”. Produced | 
by touching the tongue to the mouth's 
roof. 





Similar but deeper than a "D. 





(9 Ayn 


kha. Similar to the “R” 
| french accents. 


| A deeper thal, produced by touching | 


the tip of the tongue to the back of 
the front teeth. 





Produced in the bottom of the throat, 
underneath “h”. 





A gurgling sound produced in the | 
back of the mouth, just above the 
in some | 





Le .. Somewhat similar to the “с” in 
u | 907 | “coffee”. 





TRANSLATING AND REFERENCING QUR АМ AND HADITH 


The Quran contains Allah's exact words. These words cannot be 
exactly translated into other languages because of possible 
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misinterpretations and limited human understanding. It is best to 
translate the meanings as understood by the Muslim scholars. This is 
what is attempted here. When an āyah is cited, the Arabic text is 
quoted first, followed, between double angle quotation marks («), by 
the English meaning in boldface. The meaning is extracted from books 
of tafsir and from accessible translations. 

The location of a Quranic citation is specified in a footnote. It 
provides the name of the sürah followed by its number and the 
number(s) of the dyah(s) cited. 

Similarly, when we cite a hadith, we provide the Arabic text for 
the Prophet's ($) words, and follow that by its meaning, in boldface, 
between single angle quotation marks (o). 

A footnote normally specifies the location of a cited hadith in the 
Hadith compilations. The footnote indicates as well its degree of 
authenticity and the names of scholars who made such judgement, A 
hadith narrated by al-Bukhari or Muslim is automatically considered 
authentic. 


NOTABLE UTTERANCES 


Out of love, appreciation, gratitude and other noble feelings, a Muslim 
is encouraged to utter certain phrases at the mention of Allah, His 
messengers, the angels, the sahabah, or other righteous Muslims. We 
present these phrases in condensed Arabic calligraphy as follows: 

















Phrase | Mentioned | Transliteration | Meaning 
with | 

; 18 | | 
45 | Allah's | Subhdnaht wa | He is exalted 

| Name 1401. | above weakness — | 

| | and indignity, — | 
din LET : | 
& | Ali S | Axa wa-jall. — | May He be 

| Name hallowed and 

| ' glorified, 
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Phrase | Mentioned | Transliteration Meaning 
with 

| 

X | Allah's | Jala jalaluh. May His glory be 
Name hallowed. 

á Muhammad | Salla "али May Allāh's peace 
and other — | ‘alayhi wa and praise be on 
prophets | sallam '. him. 

38 |Prophets | ‘Alayh is-Salām. Peace be on him. 
and angels 

& |A male Radiya 'Llāhu May Allāh be 
companion | ‘anhu. pleased with him. 

Ve |А стаје | Radiya "Шаһи May Allah be 
companion | ‘anha. pleased with her. 

4i Ы 

$ | Two Radiya 'Llahu May Allah be 
companion | ап/штӣ. pleased with them. 

4% | Мое than | Radiya "Шаһи May Allah be 
two ‘anhum. pleased with them. | 
companions 

Фф |A past Rahimahu "Шаһ. May Allah have 
scholar or mercy on him. 
righteous 
Muslim. 




















When coming across any of these symbols, the reader is advised to 
шг the complete phrase in order to obtain the reward of saying the 


appropriate thikr or dir. 





1 Uttenng this is sometimes described as, “saying salah upon the Messenger”. 





PREFACE 


This Series 


Marriage is a subject of everyday’s and everyone’s concern. It plays 
a most central role in the human life, and has been largely discussed 
by the scholars of Islàm through the ages, resulting in numerous 
writings. Some of those writings, especially by contemporary scholars, 
have been translated into English. 

In the West, we find large numbers of people entering into Is/am. 
With them, they often bring many misconceptions that they had 
inherited from their previous backgrounds, or that have been passed 
over to them from half-educated Muslims. A great deal of those 
misconceptions relate to marriage, divorce, and other family-related 
issues. 

We find that most of Islamic books on marriage are restricted in 
their scope, having been written for a different culture and background. 
They give little regard to problems and situations that concern the 
Muslims in the West. 

This leaves quite a large gap that needs to be filled for the benefit 
of the Muslims in English-speaking countries, and this is what we 
attempt to fulfill in this 3-book series covering various aspects of 
marriage according to the authentic Sunnah: 


|. а Seas Jae) 
“ The Quest for Love & Mercy” 
Figh of Marriage & Wedding in Islam 


Covers the importance and advantages of marriage, selecting a 
spouse, the courting process, the marriage contract, the 
wedding, celebrating the wedding, the walimah, and forbidden 
marriages; provides a practical procedure for performing the 
marriage contract; and includes a sample marriage certificate. 


Со od ily КА ИК 


xxiii 
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.. "Closer than a Garment" 
al Intimacy According to the Pure Sunnah 


etiquettes of marital intimacy, forbidden acts 
perils of zind, and birth control; answers many 
| questions about various acts of intimacy. 


010» 
—. "The Fragile Vessels” 
gations between the Spouses in Islam 
zi 
gations of the two spouses, the wife's rights, 
nd’s rights; contains biographies of the Mothers 
paints very realistic pictures from the life of 
with his wives; and presents a complete 
hadith of Umm Zar‘. 
h marriage from a practical aspect, benefitting 
"s many years of experience in the field of 
Each of its books serves as a handbook for 


d "don't's" of sexual life in /slam, and so on. 
ntains the soundness and precision in providing 


a number of reasons for this, among 


ic justice, the women have often been 
by their husband — frequently in the name 
se of authentic texts from the Sunnah. 


Preface 
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Thus, we try to remove the misconceptions from some of the texts 
that the men wrongly use to their personal advantage. 


2. Most of the books that have been published in English about the 
woman’s rights and obligations seem to emphasize the importance 
of the woman’s full obedience and submission to her husband — 
thereby neglecting the often more important obligations of the 
husband in the family structure. Therefore, we try to present a 
more balanced view of the rights and obligations of each side. 


шо 


. The picture of the model Muslim woman that has so far been 
painted for the Muslim women in the West is too idealistic and, 
sometimes, frustrating. By citing numerous examples from the lives 
of the Mothers of the Believers, we hope that we are introducing 
more practical and realistic examples that relate more to a woman’s 
nature. 


We make no claim to completeness in this book. The subject of 
Marriage is extremely wide and very hard to encompass. We tried 
including as many texts and explanation as was practically possible, 
but we are sure of having missed many important issues that we hope 
to be able to add in future editions — if Allah so wills. 
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AN ESSENTIAL BOND 


Marriage is a bond held together by mutual rights and responsibilities 
for each of the two spouses. It is a partnership between them, and they 
are both required to play an active role in that partnership. 

The man is appointed as the leader of the household, and the 
woman as the supportive helper whose expertise in many areas cannot 
" be handled by the man. Some of the women who have been corrupted 

by the Western ideologies want to be the leaders of the family. But 
only chaos would prevail in such a family where the correct and 
natural standards are reversed. 

Both the husband and wife have certain rights and duties. A happy 
and successful marriage is assured if both of them fulfill their duties 
and preserve each others' rights. Violating those rights is a certain way 
to misery and failure. 


SHARED OBLIGATIONS AND SIMILAR REWARDS 


Some responsibilities and obligations equally apply to the man and 
woman. For instance, the obligation of believing in Allah (3& > 
following His commands is identical for both of them. Simil: » us 
are both responsible and accountable for their actions The зы 
ees required to learn the correct religion, ADM ee 
Me ше moral standards are the same for both of dm n 
Д egulations for dealing with other human beings Кг 
е man and woman get similar rewards for PON t 
o 


Allah (38), and similar i 
, un А е 
Allāh (88) says: punishment for disobedience ог sinning. 


——  ---. 
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«Whoever does righteous deeds, whether male or 
female, while he is a believer — We will surely grant 
him a good life, and will surely give them their 
reward according to the best of what they used to 
do» | 


one 


Ahd Allah (3) says: 
Sob Mes mon J oz) 


Е S Bue 


«Their Lord responded to them (saying), “Verily, I 

will not let the deeds of any worker among you go to 
| waste — whether male or female; you аге of one 
| another.» > 


BETWEEN EQUALITY AND FAIRNESS 


Ih comparing woman to man in Islam, we have to realize that Islam 
does not equate two persons who are inherently different. There are 
matters in which the man is given preference over the woman, and vice 
versa. Those preferences stem from the differences in their abilities of 
performing various tasks. Thus, it is not a matter of equality, but a 
matter of fairness. The happy people are those who understand and 
Accept this instead of trying to challenge or reject it. Allah (3&) says: 


Sl a de Kas v уш G Es Y, 
CUTE. go 


1 An-Nahl 16:97, 
2 тїз, 


ooo NN у, Ba 
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TY Ll KO Gi «us Jis BLS Ы 


«Do not wish for things in which Allah has preferred 
some of you over others. Men get a share (or 
reward) in what they have earned, and women get a 
share in what they have earned. And ask Allah of 
His favors. Indeed, Allah is ever Knowledgeable 
about all things.» ' 


NATURAL DIFFERENCES 


We conclude from the above that the /s/amic legislations regarding 
human beings, numerous and varied though they are, are equally 
applicable to the man and woman. But that does not mean that the man 
and woman are identical in everything. 

There are certain legislations that strictly apply to the woman 
because of her feminine nature, and others that strictly apply to the 
man because of his masculine nature. Such instructions are then meant 
for a specific gender of human beings, whether male or female, 
because of its natural difference from the other gender. 

Some of the most important of those gender-based instructions 
were indicated in one of the Prophet’s (24) last speeches. “Amr Bin al- 
Ahwas al-Jushami (4&) reported that he heard Allah's Messenger (8%) 
in the “Farewell Pilgrimage” (on ‘Arafah) praise and glorify Allah, 
remind and reproach the people, and then say: 


aliud efte aloe ol Leo Lull A, Y» 
И tela gol a] Y] D$ et Uus ә 
blob ua ui bro paypal, etal our 
быз, de cC o i I Do ые Li 
PES thy asi de ds Ul Lie Sue 


An-Nis@’ 432 


EU = 
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TE pan 
а NP 2 0803 Ys оза mistress of her house. ! 


ТРИЕ 


Being masters and holders of responsibility, both of them are also 


Lo! Take good care of the women, for they surely answerable before Allah ($8) for their responsibility. Ibn ‘Umar (t$) 
are captives under you, and you do not possess of reported that the Messenger ($) said: 

them any more than that — unless they commit a . f , 2 „ 

manifest sin; if they do that, abandon them in sleep, dm à eb eu AE уе dr eS, gh кА » 

and beat them lightly; if they obey you then do not ive ‘ ; nm 4 

ill-treat them any further. Lo! you have rights on Sly saint, os )уу——э эз cabal G gh daly sazeo oe 


your women, and your women have rights on you. 
Your right on them is that they should not allow to 
sit on your furnishings anyone whom you dislike, nor 
allow into your houses anyone whom you dislike. Lo! А 
And their right upon you is that you be good to CARE) oF dame SIS S el SIS Ар) рур jaa 
them in terms of their clothing and food.» ' 


dto pb i, oe уо s nce GEL 
py chal Jo gb deh im) os dr o JL 


ach one of you is entrusted with a responsibility, 


This clearly indicates that there are specific rights for the women and each one of you will be questioned about his 
роп their husbands, and other rights specific for the men upon their responsibility. The ruler is responsible (for his 
wives, Keeping this in mind for the time being, we emphasize that the people), and will be questioned about his 
Subject of this chapter is to discuss the main shared rights and responsibility. The man is responsible for his family, 
obligations, leaving the gender-based rights and obligations to the and will be questioned about his pore The 
following two chapters. women is responsible for her husband’s house, and 


will be questioned about her responsibility. The 
servant is responsible for his master’s property, and 


Responsibility and Accountabili will be questioned about his responsibility. And a 
= aah y man is responsible for his father's wealth, and will 
Both man and woman have a great responsibility in establishing and be questioned about his responsibility. Thus, each 
шїї; the family unit. They are the masters of their house. Abi рде of you has а responsibility, and each опе of you 
Hurayrah (4%) reported that Allah’s Messenger (88) said: will be questioned about his responsibility.» 
Qon Ш т * It is extremely important for the man and woman to have a clear 
шен], al b: [70% EID. 
Bieb ue e CO TO Абдан e understanding of the great responsibility that rests on both of their 
Every soul of Айат children is a master. The man shoulders. That would make them work hard and cooperate well in 
is the master of his family, and the woman is the order to fulfill their mission and be ready with the answers when they 





|. Recorded by Ibn us-Sunni and Abū Bakr il-Mugri' Verified to be hasan by al- 
1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi, an-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 


і Albant (as-Sahthah no. 2041 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 4565). 
Albini (Sahih Јат no. 7880 & Irwa'ul-Ghalil по. 2030). 2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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ell, they are the reason behind the Prophet’s a 
| i reported that Allah’s Messenger (#8) said: 


are of a great moral character.» ° 


е Prophet (4) are those with best manners. 
EU that Allah's Messenger (8) said: 


as-Sahthah no. 45). 
» v 
fuslim, and others. 


е hi 
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WS ool эў! adl 
«Тһе best among the believers are those with best 
manners, ! 


A Muslim should display good manners in all of his dealings. That 
would grant him a most distinguished position among the other 
Muslims. "A'ishah (с>) reported that Allah's Messenger (£&) said: 


«ull gall ojo alld че ORE cord ol» 
«Indeed, a believer attains (in Jannah), because of his 
good manners, the level of one who fasts and stands 


(for the night prayer)» * 


Good manners makes a believer worthy of the love of the 
Messenger (24) and the closeness to him in Jannah. Jabir Bin 
‘Abdillah (%) reported that Allah’s Messenger (Ж) said: 


c.l „КЫЫ мый ДА opie „бу, cul Reel oa ol» 
«Indeed, among those of you whom I love best, and 
who are closest to me in their recline on the Day of 
Resurrection, are those with the best manners» ` 
And Abi Hurayrah (5) reported that Allah’s Messenger (#) said: 
GBM oy dl go Ж WI Jou L 5 
Gilly gill УШ! GUI ра Le zs, 


<The things that mostly cause the people to enter 


Recorded by Ibn Majah and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al-Albanr 


(Sahih ul-Jami no. 1128 & as-Sahihah no. 1374). 
Recorded by Abū Dawid and Ibn Hibban. Verified to be authentic by al-Albànr 
(Sahih ul-Jami’ no. 1932). 

Recorded by at-Tirmithi. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih ul-Jami 
no. 2201 & as-Sahihah no. 791). 
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EE 
Jannah are: revering Allah and good manners. And 
the things that mostly cause the people to enter the 
Fire are: the mouth and the private parts» ' 


Good manners should not be limited to dealing with distant people. 
Rather, they should best be implemented with the close relatives. More 
importantly, the two spouses should interact with each other in the 
highest form of good character. Within the family, one's true character 
js projected without disguise, because one is then free from most of the 
artificiality and showoff that is often exercised with other people. 

Thus, exercising good manners is a shared right and duty between 
the two spouses; it is emphasized by their extreme closeness, and is 
necessary for the well being of their relationship. Abū Hurayrah (45) 
reported that Allah’s Messenger (&) said: 


Cp Ss Б WE 1 Gu] ока 5)» 
<The believers with the most complete iman are those 


with most refined manners. And the best among you 
are those who are best to their women.» > 


Therefore, in dealing with one's spouse, one should exhibit good 
manners in all respects. A detailed discussion of that would be 
exhaustive and beyond the scope of this book. Yet, in the following 
sub-sections we discuss some of the most important character traits that 
must be observed in dealings within the family unit. 


TRUTHFULNESS 


Allah (Ж) praises the truthful in many places of His Book, and 
considers truthfulness a quality of the believers *. He also condemns 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albàni (as-Sahihah no. 977). 

2 Recorded by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Hibban. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant 
(Sahih ul-Jamt no, 1232 & as-Sahthah по, 284). 

3 See, for example, at-Tawbah 9:119, 
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the liars and considers lying a quality of the hypocrites '. 

Also, the Prophet ($$) praised truthfulness and indicated that it 
leads to Jannah, and condemned lying and indicated that it leads to the 


Hellfire. ‘Abdullah Bin  Masüd (43) reported that  Allah's 
Messenger ($) said: 


ь bloh a ME se ll ols Sal Y page Geral! ol 
ly ide AU! oe 2S ш> алш)! ug mis Gre 
ols LIL) ste Spel oly pret (1I sage ISU! 

CUPS aM ase CaS ue ЭЗЕЛ gs, GIS Jo JI 
dndeed, truthfulness leads to righteousness, and 
righteousness leads to Jannah. Indeed, a man would 
continue to practice and pursue truthfulness until he 
is recorded with Allah as a siddig (most truthful). 
And indeed, lying leads to immorality, and 


immorality leads to the Fire. Indeed, a man would 


continue to practice and pursue lying until he is 
recorded with Allah as a liar» * 


Truthfulness brings trust and confidence between the two spouses, 
which are necessary elements for the success of any partnership, 
marriage being no exception. Lying and deceit, on the other hand, 
constitute a precarious way that may lead to quick destruction. 

Some people carry the misconception that it is permissible to lie to 
one’s spouse without limits. This misconception derives from 
misunderstanding the following hadiths. 


Umm Kulthim Bint ‘Uqbah ($e) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (É&) said: 


dall Ji ом az Jo JI iUa vel y 


See, for example, al-Mundfigiin 63:1. 
Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others, 
She is the wife of ‘Abd ur-Rahman Bin ‘Ам ES 


wr — 
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Jannah are: revering Allah and good manners. And 
the things that mostly cause the people to enter the 
Fire are: the mouth and the private parts. ' 


Good manners should not be limited to dealing with distant people. 
Rather, they should best be implemented with the close relatives. More 
importantly, the two spouses should interact with each other in the 
highest form of good character. Within the family, one's true character 
is projected without disguise, because one is then free from most of the 
artificiality and showoff that is often exercised with other people. 

Thus, exercising good manners is a shared right and duty between 
the two spouses; it is emphasized by their extreme closeness, and is 
necessary for the well being of their relationship. Abū Hurayrah (28) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (&&) said: 


(2,55 Ss ub il Бш! cnt! Jasin 


The believers with the most complete тап are those 
with most refined manners. And the best among you 
are those who are best to their women. * 


Therefore, in dealing with one’s spouse, one should exhibit good 
manners in all respects. A detailed discussion of that would be 
exhaustive and beyond the scope of this book. Yet, in the following 
sub-sections we discuss some of the most important character traits that 
must be observed in dealings within the family unit. 


‘TRUTHFULNESS 


Allah (Ж) praises the truthful in many places of His Book, and 
considers truthfulness a quality of the believers °. He also condemns 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albin (as-Sahtah no. 977). 

2 Recorded by at-Tirmithi and Ibn Hibbàn. Verified to be authentic by al-Albàni 
(Sahih ul-Jämi no, 1232 & as-Sakihah no. 284). 

3 See, for example, at-Tawbah 9:119. 
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the liars and considers lying a quality of the hypocrites '. 

Also, the Prophet (#8) praised truthfulness and indicated that it 
leads to Jannah, and condemned lying and indicated that it leads to the 
Hellfire. ‘Abdullah Bin  Mas'üd (4%) reported that  Allah's 
Messenger ($$) said: 


› dolo à ME se lols Sal Dl gee Gall ol» 
oly the UE 2$ д> РА] Gray Gadd 
als JL I gee Semi al opel LII гач rS 

CUES ш ы „> GIS бәз, GIRS Jory 


«Indeed, truthfulness leads to righteousness, and 
righteousness leads to Jannah. Indeed, a man would 
continue to practice and pursue truthfulness until he 
is recorded with Allah as a siddig (most truthful). 

And indeed, lying leads to immorality, and 
immorality leads to the Fire. Indeed, a man would 
continue to practice and pursue lying until he is 
recorded with Allah as a liar» ° 


Truthfulness brings trust and confidence between the two spouses, 
which are necessary elements for the success of any partnership, 
marriage being no exception. Lying and deceit, on the other hand, 
constitute a precarious way that may lead to quick destruction. 

Some people carry the misconception that it is permissible to lie to 
one’s spouse without limits. This misconception derives from 
misunderstanding the following hadiths. 

Umm Kulthüm Bint ‘Uqbah (c3e)? reported that 
Messenger (#8) said: 


Cl pia all oy ee > JI GU vcl y 


Allah’s 





1 See, for example, al-Mundfigiin 63:1. 
2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others, 
3 She is the wife of ‘Abd ur-Rahman Bin ‘Awf (i35), 
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Jannah are: revering Allah and good manners. And 
the things that mostly cause the people to enter the 
Fire are; the mouth and the private parts. ' 


Good manners should not be limited to dealing with distant people. 
Rather, they should best be implemented with the close relatives. More 
importantly, the two spouses should interact with each other in the 
highest form of good character. Within the family, one’s true character 

is projected without disguise, because one is then free from most of the 
artificiality and showoff that is often exercised with other people. 

Thus, exercising good manners is a shared right and duty between 
the two spouses; it is emphasized by their extreme closeness, and is 
necessary for the well being of their relationship. Abū Hurayrah (28) 
reported that Allàh s Messenger (&&) said: 


2566, (PE T bul оса! si» 


The believers with the most complete iman are those 
with most refined manners. And the best among you 
are those who are best to their women.» > 


Therefore, in dealing with one's spouse, one should exhibit good 
manners in all respects. A detailed discussion of that would be 
exhaustive and beyond the scope of this book. Yet, in the following 
sub-sections we discuss some of the most important character traits that 
must be observed in dealings within the family unit. 


TRUTHFULNESS 


Allah (98) praises the truthful in many places of His Book, and 
considers truthfulness a quality of the believers °. He also condemns 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ahmad, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albani (as-Sahihah no. 977). 

2 Recorded by at-Tirmitht and Ibn Hibbàn. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
(Sahih ulsJami по, 1232 & as-Sahihah no. 284). 

3 Ste, for example, at-Tawbah 9:119. 
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the liars and considers lying a quality of the hypocrites !. 

Also, the Prophet (Ж) praised truthfulness and indicated that it 
leads to Jannah, and condemned lying and indicated that it leads to the 
Hellfire. ‘Abdullah Bin Masiid (4) reported that  Allah's 
Messenger (8) said: 


б dello EH E oe lols Sol е Gaal ob» 
obs itis AV VE CaS > Gra) bras Grad 
АИР l ge SIS! 

UE e Cade pl LIKI Jo 


«Indeed, truthfulness leads to righteousness, and 
righteousness leads to Jannah. Indeed, a man would 
continue to practice and pursue truthfulness until he 
is recorded with Allah as a siddig (most truthful). 

And indeed, lying leads to immorality, and 
immorality leads to the Fire. Indeed, a man would 
continue to practice and pursue lying until he is 
recorded with Allah as a liar.> * 


Truthfulness brings trust and confidence between the two spouses, 
which are necessary elements for the success of any partnership, 
marriage being no exception. Lying and deceit, on the other hand, 
constitute a precarious way that may lead to quick destruction. 

Some people carry the misconception that it is permissible to lie to 
one’s spouse without limits. This misconception derives from 
misunderstanding the following hadiths. 

Umm Kulthim Bint ‘Uqbah (08) ° reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (24) said: 


000) ull oy qoas Joell st tel y 


| See, for example, al-Munafiqün 63:1. 
2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others, 
3 She is the wife of “Abd ur-Rahmàn Bin ‘Awf (dio) 
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одор АМА Y 
Coy a Д, asl pl Sas Jo JI, 


do not consider him lying: a man who appeases 
among (dissenting) people and utters a (false) 
statement only for the sake of reconciliation; a man 
who says a (false) statement (to the enemy) during 
war; and a man who chats with his wife, or a 
woman who chats with her husband. ' 


Asma Bint Yazid (85) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($) said: 


ea, yl P) $34 OG (3 Y ЫЛ)! А Y» 
tul ge ead GIN! «o (3 Dl 


«Lying is not appropriate except in three situations: 
when a man chats with his wife to please her, lying 
(to the enemy) in war, and lying to appease among 


(dissenting) people. ° 


It is clear from the above two hadiths that lying between the two 
spouses is limited to pleasant chatting. That would be in situations such 
as a man telling his wife that she cooked the best food or has the best 
dress, ora woman telling her husband that the gift he gave her is most 
pleasing to her, or telling each other an entertaining imaginary story, 
and so on, And even in such cases, it is better for one to avoid lying 
and use instead statements that could carry two meanings, one of 
Which is true, 


HUMBLENESS 


Humbleness is a required character among the Muslims. Allah 


1 Recorded by Abū Dawiid, Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 
545 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ no, 7170). 

2 Recorded by at-Tirmitht and others, Verified to be hasan by al-Albani (as- 
Sahihah no, 545 & Sahih Ш-Јаті no. 7723). 
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commands even His Messenger (É&) to show humbleness to the 
believers '. Arrogance is a character that is only adequate for Allah. 
"уай Bin Himar (4&) reported that Allah's Messenger (38) said: 


«ol ule tel Gas Y 1,1 col cl uml AUI ol» 
«. dol m" tel ws Ys 

dndeed, Allah has revealed to me that you must 

show humbleness, so that none among you would 


boast over anyone else, and none among you would 
transgress against anyone else» ? 


This should be well understood by the spouses. They should show 
humbleness toward each other, and should avoid boasting about wealth, 
social status, intelligence, beauty, relatives, ancestors, or any other 
favor that Allah may have granted them. Being boastful, especially 
during arguments, is a sign of ignorance and immaturity that they 


should both loathe to practice. 


MERCY AND KINDNESS 


The two spouses should show utmost compassion and mercy toward 
each other. They should be ever ready to overlook, forgive, and guide 
each other. As discussed early in this book, compassion is an important 
fruit of marriage, and should never be allowed to go to waste. 

A merciful person is worthy of Allah's mercy. “Abdullah Bin 
‘Amr (&) reported that Allah's Messenger (Ж) said: 


АЈ a Кё o2 ME oa 201 E „а> „ ul JI» 


«The merciful ones are granted mercy by the Most 
Merciful (2&). Show mercy to those who are on 
Earth, and the One above the heavens will show 


mercy to you» ? 





| Ash-Shu'ard 26:215. 
2 Recorded by Muslim, Abü Dawüd, and others. 
3 Recorded by Ahmad, Abū Dawid, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
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Similarly, Allah, the Most Kind, loves kindness and rewards 
generously for it. Whenever kindness is employed in a situation, it 
improves and helps it — contrary to harshness. 'A'ishah (ww) reported 
that Allah's Messenger (8) said to her: 


dois Mies oo eI ыл Lo 

Alps fe un Y Us call le ans YL УГЕ 

ОТТИ alle iiile L 
tae p s ud; у 


 ‘Aishah! Indeed, Allah is Kind, and loves 
kindness in all affairs. He grants for kindness things 
that he would not grant for cruelty or any other 
thing, 0 ‘A'ishah! Employ tagwa of Allah and 
kindness, for indeed, kindness was never in a thing 
but it adorned it, and never was it removed from a 
thing but it disgraced it» ' 


Indeed, a person without kindness and mercy brings harm on 
himself before anyone else, Such a person denies himself Allah’s 


mercy and forgiveness, 
Jair Bin Abdilläh ($) reported that Allah's Messenger (2%) said: 


tlf ро BD pe ca 


He who is denied kindness has indeed been denied 
all forms of good. ' 


Abū Hurayrah, Abū Said al-Khudri, and Jarir Bin “Abdillah (2%) 
all reported that Allah's Messenger (£) said: 


Alpini (Sahih ul-Jümt no. 3522 & as-Sahihah no. 925). 

| This а combined narration recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad, and 
others (Sahih ul-Jämi no. 7920, 7921, and 7927). 

2 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others. 


o on 
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(ex Vern cun 


«He who does not show mercy, no mercy will be 
shown to him (by Allah). ' 


It is the obligation of both spouses to nurture kindness and mercy 
in their family. This should be the first cure that they apply when 
problems and differences arise between them. Not only would that help 
resolve their problems, but would also grant them Allah's love and 
mercy, as in the above hadiths. 


FORGIVENESS 


A Muslim should not have the attitude of revenge and "getting even". 
That would bring hatred among the Muslims and remove from among 
them feelings of love and security. A Muslim should always be ready 
to forgive, especially when dealing with his wife and close relatives. 
Showing forgiveness makes a person worthy of Allah's forgiveness. In 
one of the reports of the above hadith by Jarir Bin “Abdillah (35), 


Allah’s Messenger (Ж) said: 
Ca до У У әз «=з У >л Yo 


«He who does not show mercy, no mercy will be 
shown to him (by Allah). And he who does not 
forgive will not be forgiven» ° 


We have a great example in Allah's Messenger (É&) who never 
took personal revenge for himself. 'A'ishah ($) reported: 


pU as gal ДЬ ож | razza AUI Ju cul; и” 
“2 А oa all 3B eg AU uU eye alat 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 


2 Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tabaràni (in al-Kabir). Verified to 


al-Albant (Sahih ul-Jàmi no. 6599 & 6600) be authentic by 
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d = . 
liy > Ly Lat Wi 3 ail ол 005 «Avoid oppression, because oppression will result in 
m m. deep darkness on the Day of Resurrection. ' 
"b ss Ju Lad! 
" " і à In another report, Jabir Bin ‘Abdillah (de) said that Allah's 
T never saw Allàh's Messenger ($$) seeking revenge Messenger ($$) said: 
when he was wronged — except when one of Allah’s bue 1 
prohibitions was overstepped. When апу of Allah’s WLM „„ LMS УШЫ)! ls ball 1,81 
prohibitions was overstepped, he would be most angry ial j^ i i : frs 2 
for that. Also, whenever he was given a choice between «КЫЗ 05 оа Hal ЛОБ qe 1,21, 


to matters, he would choose the easiest of the two — 


unless it would involve a sin.” ! «Avoid oppression, because oppression will result in 


deep darkness on the Day of Resurrection; and avoid 
stinginess, because stinginess had destroyed those 


AVOIDING OPPRESSION 
who preceded you. ° 


The two spouses should be fair and just in dealing with each other. 
They should avoid oppressing each other in any way. They should not 
take unfair advantage of their rights, or abuse each other through their 
distinctive qualities. Oppression has been prohibited by Allah ($5), 


Let not feelings of superiority and dominance creep into the heart 
of either of the two spouses, causing him (or her) to oppress the other 
spouse, thinking that he (or she) has accomplished thereby a well 












even upon Himself! Abi Tharr ($) reported that Allāh’s eamed and unchallenged victory, once and for all. Let them both 
Messenger (&&) said: i ponder over the above hadiths, and let them beware of a secret curse 

| ; that may arise from the heavy heart of an oppressed person. Anas Bin 

Ui K ds pad le ДЫ Ca el «gale b» Malik ($) reported that Allah's Messenger (&$) said: 

«155 Colb Loos eJ ald LSS © Oly ie All i us 1,81» 

Allāh ($) says, “O my servants! I have indeed «void the oppressed's supplication (against you), 

prohibited injustice upon Myself and made it even if he was a kafir, because there is no barrier in 

prohibited among you, so do not oppress one its way (to Allah). ° 

another.” ° 


And oppression is never forgotten, and will never go unpunished. 


Oppression is a great sin that deserves Allah’s wrath and brings Abū Hurayrah (<6) reported that Allah’s Messenger (#®) said: 
about His punishment in both lives. Jabir Bin “Abdillah and “Abdullah “ыб у J 
Bin Umar (4) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($$) said: ell 42.15 Ju al ve o^ dallas otic ao 015 л» 





a p Й 

са,» Sub a! ob ШЫ! 1,81 

^ l Recorded by Muslim and others. 

2 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others. 

3 Recorded by Ahmad, Abū Ya'là, and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani 
(as-Sahihah no. 767 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 119). 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
2 Recorded by Muslim. 
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Whoever has oppressed his brother in regard to his 
honor or property should beg for his forgiveness 
today — before it will be taken from him on a Day 
when there will be no dinars or dirhams: If he has 
good deeds, some of them will be taken in the 
amount of his oppression; and if he has no good 
deeds, some of his (oppressed) companion’s sins will 
be taken and loaded upon him. ' 


AVOIDING FOUL LANGUAGE 


The married life should remain clean and refined from the filth and 
obscenity of the street. It should be exemplary, first between the two 
spouses, and then in front of their children, in uttering words pleasing 
to Allah, His Messenger (8), and the believers. "A'ishah ($s) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (&&) advised her: 


(ЭШ ьш c Y al Ш> 


0 ‘Nishah! Do not be obscene, Indeed, Allah does 
not love a vile person who relishes obscenity.» ° 


b uus Y Mole b» 


And this is exactly how Allah’s Messenger (#) was as described 
by Aishah ($): 


Usa nda Yy Uo all Jy of" 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhàri and Ahmad. 
1 This is a combined narration recorded by Muslim, al-Bukhari (in al-Adab ul- 


Mufrad), and Ай Dawid (Sahih ul-Jami no. 7933 & 7922, and Irwa’ ul- 
Ghalil no, 2133), 


i ershi 
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“allah’s Messenger (24) was not obscene, nor did he 
relish obscenity, nor was he loud in the markets. He did 
not punish for any (personal) harm, but forgave and 
pardoned.” ' 


AVOIDING ARGUING AND QUARRELING 


Frequent arguing and quarrelling is a sure way to undermining the ties 
between the married couple, and should therefore be seriously avoided. 
Each spouse should bear in mind that it is not always vital to prove his 
(or her) point and be the victor in every argument. They should 
remember to give up for the sake of the well-being of their marriage. 
Allah promises a house in Jannah for one who drops arguing, even 
though he is right Abū Umamah ($) reported that Allah's 
Messenger ($) said: 


«Uno IS als «LM a ob EH aa, Bee рез Ul» 
«а» uo oll tel 4 

І am a guarantor of a house on the outskirts of 

Jannah for one who abandons arguing, even if he is 

right; and a house in the center of Jannah for one 

who abandons lying, even if he is joking; and a 


house in the highest place of Jannah for one who has 
good manners. ? 


On the other hand, Allah hates a stubbornly quarrelsome person. 
‘A'ishah (8) reported that Allah’s Messenger (Ж) said: 





l Recorded by at-Tirmithi, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 


Albani (Mukhtasar ush-Shamd il p. 182). 


Recorded by Abū Dawiid and ad-Diya ul-Magqdisi. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albani (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 1464 & as-Sahihah no. 273). 
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‘The most hated man to Allah is the stubbornly 
quarrelsome» | 


AMICABLY RESOLVING THE PROBLEMS 


There is always some chance for misunderstanding or disagreement 
between the two spouses. Some of those differences may cause one or 
both of them to turn away from the other and seek radical solutions 
that may terminate the marriage. But it is recommended for them to 
first seek reconciliation, and Allah (8) considers reconciliation the 


best approach: 
ез ыы fp al pa caos Ар 
To at! е "P TAE 21 me 


«And if a woman fears from her Кырат Кир 
or evasion, there is no sin upon them if they make 
terms of settlement between them — and settlement 
is (always) best. And present in (human) souls is 
stinginess. But if you do good and revere Allah — 
indeed, Allah is ever Aware of all what you do.» z 


Communication and Company 
IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNICATION 


The two spouses should maintain a high level of communication 
between them. They should share their happiness, concerns, and 
sorrows. That preserves their ties of love and compassion, and fulfills 
the meaning of “dwelling” that should be established between them, as 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhári and Muslim, 
2 Ата 4:128. 


р 5 
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was discussed in the first part of this series. ' 

It was the Prophet’s ($$) regular practice to visit all of his wives 
every night, chatting lightly with each, before going to the one who 
had her turn for that night. The long hadith of Umm Zar‘ (fully cited 
in a later chapter), is a good example of the beneficial chatting that 
took place between the Prophet ($) and the Mother of the Believers 
‘A'ishah (58). 


REGULATIONS FOR DESERTION 


There are, of course, situations where it is permissible to desert another 
Muslim as a form of retribution. As an example, we will be discussing 
later the permission in /s/am to desert the bed of a rebellious wife, and 
we will study instances where the Prophet (8%) deserted some or all of 
his wives. 

However, deserting another Muslim should not be done except after 
exhausting easier approaches, and with the understanding that it is 
being implemented as a temporary form of treatment. Long-term 
abandonment brings repulsion and hardness of the heart? and is 
therefore prohibited. 

Abi Hurayrah, Ibn ‘Umar, Abū Ayyüb, and other companions ($) 
reported that Allah’s Messenger (88) said: 


pL 26 gbi oe, ol plu Je o 


dt is not permissible for a Muslim to abandon his 
brother for more than three days» ? 


In many of his hadiths, the Prophet ($) emphasized the gravity of 
deserting a Muslim. For example, Hisham Bin “Amir (28%) reported that 
he heard Allah’s Messenger (£&) say: 


LSU Lg S Ggs Lo ashen gi el je ү» 





l Review "The Quest for Love & Mercy” by the author. 


2 As ће English saying goes, “Out of sight, out of mind." 
3 Recorded by al-Bukhart, Muslim, and others. 
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dt is not permissible for а Muslim to abandon 
another Muslim for more than three (nights). Indeed, 
they both are straying off the right (path) while they 
continue their abandonment. As for the first of them 
to conciliate, his lead to conciliation would surely 
expiate his sin, And indeed, if they die in that state 
(of dissention), they will never both enter Jannah. 
And if one of them gives salam to the other, but he 
refuses to accept his salam and peace, an angel 
would respond to him (with salam), whereas a devil 
would respond to the other (because of his silence).» ' 


Aiding One Another 
THE OBLIGATION OF MUTUAL HELP 


Being sworn partners of good standing, the two spouses should do all 
that is within their capacity to help each other and make their 
partnership successful. That includes physical, monetary, and emotional 
support, 

When one of the two spouses is performing a permissible act, it 
is recommended for the other spouse to help him (or her) to the best 
Of his (or her) ability, And when one of the two spouses is performing 
an obligation, itis incumbent on the other spouse to help him (or her) 
to the best of his (or her) ability, Allah (85) says: 


| Recorded by Ahmad, al-Bukhari (in al-Adab ul-Mufrad) and others. Verified to 
be authentic by al-Albáni (/nvd'ul-Ghalit no, 2029). 
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«Help one another in righteousness апа fagwa, and 
do not help one another in sinning and transgression. 
And fear and revere Allah; verily, Allah is severe in 
punishment.» ' 


ONE MAY NOT BE AIDED IN DISOBEYING ALLAH 


On the other hand, we conclude from the above ayaA that when one of 
the two spouses performs a makrüh (disapproved) act, it is 
disapproved for the other spouse to help him (or her). And when one 
of the two spouses performs a prohibited act, it is prohibited for the 
other spouse to help him (or her). “Ali ($) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (&&) said: 


csl 3 АШ G| alll pase (3 2.7 20 Ч» 


«Obedience may not be offered to a human being if 
it involves disobeying Allah. Obedience should only 
be in good things» * 


AIDING EACH OTHER IN ACTS OF WORSHIP AND OBEDIENCE 


An individual by himself may sometimes weaken or slacken in 
performing some acts of worship. Kind help and support would bring 
him added confidence and determination. And who is more suitable for 
giving that support than one's own spouse? A fine example on this is 
given by the Prophet (##) concerning the night prayers. Abū 
Hurayrah (285) reported that Allah’s Messenger (28) said: 





| ALMaidah 5:2. 
2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. A similar hadith is recorded by 


Ahmad and others from ‘Imran Bin Husayn (485) and verified to be authentic 
by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 179,180). 
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«May Allah һауе mercy on a man who wakes up at 
night and prays, and wakes up his wife to pray — 
and if she resists, he would lightly spray water on 
her face; and may Allah have mercy on a woman 
who wakes up at night and prays, and wakes up her 
husband to pray — and if he resists, she would 
lightly spray water on his face» ' 


One should note in this hadith the friendly and pleasant manner of 
waking the other spouse. In the middle of his sleep, a person will 
surely be very alarmed by someone abruptly shaking him or pouring 
a bucket of cold water over him, which would then make him reluctant 
to cooperate with the individual who caused him that annoyance and 
bother. On the other hand, nice and friendly approach should normally 
result in good cooperation. 


Safeguarding the Family 


We discussed earlier in this chapter that both the man and woman have 
а major responsibility in the family. Part of that responsibility is to 
protect the family from damage or destruction. That can only be done 
through steering the family toward the good teachings of /s/am and 
away from the evils of Satan and his followers. 

Therefore, the two spouses must help each other in guiding their 
children toward Jannah and away from the Fire. Allah (3£) says: 


Bip HU Sly КЫЙЫШ: „ЛЛ GC 


| Recorded by Ahmad, Abū Dawid, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Albani (Sahih ш-Јаті no. 3494). 
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«O you who believe! Protect yourselyes and your 
families from a Fire whose fuel is people and 
stones.» ' 


Commenting on this dyah, it is reported that “Ali (&&) said: 


“Teach them the good manners and educate them.” ? 


And Ibn “Abbas (t#) said: 


"Act in obedience to Allah, avoid disobedience to Allah, 
and command your families to act in remembrance (of 
Allah): Allah would then save you from the Fire." * 


Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Wrong 


The two spouses should help each other in enjoining the good and 
forbidding the wrong, first toward one another, and then with other 
people. Allah ($5) says: 


eeu i gans ТО ans td utl) 
apis dio уу ДЛ фу ый), all ye gas 
O refe ie RU Sp АЛ ens at) d, s Д 
AMG eri cts Eust Ales 
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At-Tahrim 66:6. 
Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 
Tafsir Ibn Kathir, 
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and believing women are allies 
They enjoin the right, forbid the 
prayer, give zakah, and obey Allah 


en gardens beneath which rivers flow, 
abide eternally, and pleasant dwellings 


е first book of this series 2 that one of the 
age is the preservation of chastity. This 
man than the woman; but it surely 
‚ as it is her husband's obligation to 


on each of the two spouses to fulfill his (or 
other spouse. They should both do all that 
Islamically permissible, to protect one 
More of this will be discussed in the 
discussion of the acts of intimacy 
as presented in the second book of this 


> a 


CHAPTER 2 


THE HUSBAND’S OBLIGATIONS 
TOWARD HIS WIFE 


The Woman’s Rights 
CULTURES PRIOR TO ISLAM 


In the ancient nations and societies that deviated from the pure 
Revelation, the woman was considered a tradable commodity. She was 
believed to be a filthy being from the making of Satan. That notion of 
the woman was largely present even in Jewish and Christian texts and 
Scriptures. 

Similarly, the woman’s position was extremely bad during 
Jahiliyyah. She was considered part of her father’s or husband’s 
property; thus, she was transferred by inheritance like other parts of the 
estate. The Arabs regarded the birth of a baby girl a bad omen, and 
would often get rid of her by burying her alive. 

The woman’s status and rights are only established in Allah’s fair 
guidance, which was brought by His messengers through the ages. 
After the alteration or obliteration of all of the previous messages, 
Islam came to crown all of those messages with a most perfect 
guidance from Allah, leaving no detail untouched, and reestablishing 
the right position for the woman. She is not a lesser being that the man 
may humiliate and oppress at convenience. Rather, she is his 
counterpart. "A'ishah, Anas, and Umm Sulaym ($) reported that 
Allah’s Messenger (24) said: 


€. Jis JI les «LI Ul» 


Wndeed, the women are only the full sisters of 


теп» | 





1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abū Dawiid, and others, Verified to be authentic b 
Ic y al 
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THE WOMAN'S RIGHTS IN ISLAM 


The woman's rights are ordained by Allah, and no опе may violate 


them for any reason, Al-Migdam (5) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (@) said: 


Кк (Uo abl o» 
gall BS pl oa Jalol SL, 
teles ga lye Ld Ld! Lely 


Indeed, Allah ($£) commands you to be good to the 
Women; indeed, they are your mothers, daughters, 
and (maternal) aunts, Indeed, a man from the People 
of the Book would be married to а woman who can 
hardly know how to pull a string, and yet, none of 
them would want to depart from his companion.» ' 


The woman's lesser physical strength is not, by any means, а 
justification for the man to overstep her rights. Abū Hurayrah ($) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (@) said: 


cll pl dina > Sele Pel el» 


strongly admonish you in regard to the right of 
the two weak ones: the orphan and the woman.» * 


THE WIFE'S RIGHTS IN ISLAM 


The wife's rights on her husband are clearly ordained and strongly 
established in Islam, Allah’s Messenger ($$) gave the following 


Albani (Sahih l-Jémi‘ no, 1983, 2333). 

1 Recorded by at-Tabaráni in al-Kabir. Verified to be hasan by al-Albant (Da‘if 
Шйї no, 1763, with a note by Zuhayr ash-Shawish indicating the al-Albani 
had subsequently considered it hasan). 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Albani 
(os-Sakihahno, 1015 & Sahih ul-Jami no. 2447). 
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instruction to a number of his companions, including ‘Uthman Bin 
Maz ün ' and “Abdullah Bin ‘Amr ? (4s): 


«. Ui» Ae Aes) ol» 
<Your wife has a right upon you» ? 


‘Amr Bin al-Ahwas () reported ^ that Allah’s Messenger (8) 
said: 


(Uo Sale Khay Lis SIL Де (Sg! V» 


«Lo! you have rights on your women, and your 
women һауе rights оп you» ° 


Fulfilling the wife's rights is an indication of taqwa: revering Allah 
and fearing His punishment. It is a trust between the man and his 
Lord (3), and He will question him about that trust. Jabir (285) 
reported that Allah's Messenger (#8) said: 


ыл, a xul >» 51 Sob Lull 3 AI Lal 
Cell ol ee o3) Sele Gels АШ AUS oi) 


«Have taqwa of Allah in regard to your women. 
Indeed, you took them (in marriage) through a trust 
with Allah, and had access to their private parts by 
Allah’s word (permission). They have a right on you 
— that you provide them with food and clothing in 
a fitting manner» ° 


The full hadith is cited in Chapter 1. 
The full hadith is cited later in this chapter. 
Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
The full hadith is cited p. 3. 
Recorded by at-Tirmithi, an-Nasai, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by aj. 
Albant (Sahih ul-Jami no. 7880 & Inva’ ul-Ghalil no. 2030). 
6 Recorded by Muslim and Abü Dawid as 
the Prophet's (&&) Hajj. 
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and obligations. Her rights must be fulfilled 
nner. This is an important requirement in Islam; 
ear act of disobedience and threatens the 
the Muslim society. 

|, We go on to discuss some of the rights that 
women in Islam. 


veaker of the two spouses, and looks to her 
us, one of the husband's most important 
tion for his wife. This is part of his 
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in the subsequent sections. 
GHAYRAH 


As а demonstration of a man’s love toward his wife, he should have 
ghayrah for her. Ghayrah is the great concern about her well-being, 
and the zeal to protect her from anything that might harm her person, 
such as an evil touch, word, or look. 

But ghayrah should not reach the point of distrusting and 
suspecting her without reason, nor should it be for the purpose of 
finding possible mistakes. Jabir Bin 'Atik (4) reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (É$) said: 


Rea Ub SAU Ge, BUCS C3 SSL Sh 
Му А ЛАД ТИЕТ AU Luz 
(dg) лЁ 35006 


dndeed, there is a form of ghayrah that Allah loves, 
and a form that Allah hates. Ghayrah that Allah 
loves is that which is based on (valid) suspicion. And 
ghayrah that Allah hates is that which is without 
(valid) suspicion.» ' 


A person without ghayrah is called dayyüth. A dayyuth is a person 
who has no sense of protection or honor regarding his wife. As we 
discussed in the second book of this series °, a dayyath will not enter 
Jannah. 


AVOIDING UNNECESSARY SUSPICION 


As is indicated in the above sub-section, one should not nurture 
unjustifiable doubts about his wife, nor should he dig for mistakes for 
which he would then blame her. 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Abū Dawid, and others. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albani (Irwà “ul-Ghalil no. 1999). 


2 See “Closer than a Garment" by the author. 
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&&) prohibited a man from coming 
Jabir ($) reported that Allah’s 


Xs ый „бы JULI 15» 


back from a long journey, he 
come to his family by night.» ' 


ъч . TT 
never came to his families 
He would either come to 


man to expose his wife's secrets, 
cy that no person would normally know 
arks, reaction to some intimate acts, 


rted that Allah’s Messenger ($$) 


who will have the most 
Allah on the Day of 
who, after he privately 
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and could be an indication of a man's inclination toward being a 


dayyith. 


Financial Support 
PART OF THE QAWAMAH OBLIGATIONS 


One of the husband's major responsibilities toward his wife and family 
is providing financial support. This responsibility is one of the 
important reasons for which Allah appointed the man as the head of 
the family: 


vak le ea AM ias Gs CS Д5 as Ju) 
Y£ Lidl Casal sa Lil us 


«Men are in charge of women by (right of) what 
(qualities) Allah has given one over the other and 
what they spend (in support) from their wealth.» ! 


In Jabir's (5) hadith that we cited earlier, Allah's Messenger (#8) 
said: 


(oath 045) 045) eR od» 


«They (your women) have a right on you — that you 
provide them with food and clothing in a fitting 
manner.» > 


ACCORDING TO HIS CAPABILITY 


The financial support required from the husband is in accordance with 
his financial capability. Allah (8&) says: 





| An-Nisa’ 4:34. 
2 Recorded by Muslim and Abū Dawid. 
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SELF-SUFFICIENCY 


Aman must seriously view his financial responsibility toward his wife 

and family. He should not look to others for help before he has 

exhausted all possible means of becoming independent and self- 

sufficient. Self-sufficiency brings a feeling of security and dignity to 

the whole family, and is therefore a goal that deserves earnest pursuit. 
Abū Hurayrah (45) reported that Allah’s Messenger (#%) said: 


pitas Ate a е Chios Sie) Sau OY MUI» 
Л» TSS qu ol ол А0 5 cate Gate, WL 
Cdp os ls gland al a > ЫШ GI gf 8055 came 
<By Allah, for one of you to go in the morning, 
collect firewood, carry it on his back, and sell it to 
suffice himself and give charity from it: that is better 
for him than going to a man and asking him — he 
either giving or denying him. That is because the 
upper (giving) hand is better than the lower (taking) 


hand. And start (giving) to those for whom you are 
responsible.» 


Someone asked, “For whom am I responsible, O Allah’s Messenger?" 
He (&) replied: 


(Say «d b. Jo o£ ell al» 


<Your wife is of those for whom you are responsible, 
as well as your slave girl and your child. ' 


It is unfortunate to observe that many Muslim men in the West rely 
strongly or solely on financial aid or public assistance — when they 
have the means of sufficing themselves, as in the above hadith. It is 
also pathetic to note that there are cases where a man would marry two 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. The last portion is recorded by ad- 
Daraqutni and Ahmad (Irwa  ul-Ghalil no. 834). 
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all live off public assistance while he 

, not performing his duty of supporting 

s taking the money that they thus earn 
| 
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you spend on your family, 


food that you raise to your wife's mouth. ! 


Al-Miqdam Bin Ma'di Yakrib (25 Ed t 
Messenger (&&) said: ) reported that Allah’s 


JY, Caxbl Ley 5240 „3 al is Арі ш» 
435240 Lp olo са his, Bio WU sg 
(Bro W 445 Hos Corbi Ley 
«Whatever you feed yourself is a charity for you, 
whatever you feed your child is a charity for you, 
whatever you feed your wife is a charity for you, and 


whatever you feed your servant is a charity for 
you» ? 


THE BEST FORM OF SPENDING 
A man’s concern should first be about reasonably sufficing his wife 
and family — even before giving money for Allah’s cause. Jabir Bin 
Samurah (28) reported that Allah's Messenger (8%) said: 
Caza А], auis aei 15 eae AUI Lael 15)» 
«When Allah gives one of you some good (i.e., 
sustenance), he should start by (spending on) himself 
and his family members» * 
Abii Hurayrah (4&) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($$) said; 


RUOTE 4 ААШ loos al Jae 3 А01 Slo» 


Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 


Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tabarant (in al-Kabir), and al-Bukhārī (in al-Adab 
Mufrad). Verified to be authentic by al-Albant (as-Sahthah no, 459 Hs 
Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others, d 
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«A dinar that you spend for Allah’s cause (i.e., Jihad), 
a dinar that you contribute toward freeing a slave, а 
dinar that you give as charity to a needy person, and 
a dinar that you spend on your family: the one 
yielding the greatest reward is that which you spend 
on your family. ' 


ADEQUATE SUPPORT IS AN EARNED RIGHT FOR THE WIFE 


[fa man does not financially support his wife in a manner compatible 
With his financial resources and her needs, she would be justified to 
take, without his permission, a portion of his money that would suffice 
her and her children, 

‘Aishah (95) reported that Hind Bint ‘Utbah > came to Allah's 
Messenger (B) and said, “O Allah's Messenger! Indeed, Abū Sufyan 
isa stingy man, He does not give me what would suffice me and my 
children — except for that which I take without his knowledge.” 


He (@) said: 
tz Ry ify b Diplo Jb 30 cle» 
(Take of his money, in an reasonable manner, as 
much as would suffice you and your children. ` 
THE GREAT SIN OF NEGLECT 


[йб great sin fora man to neglect appropriately supporting his wife 
and dependents, “Abdullah Bin Amr ($) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (@) said: 





l Recorded by Muslim. 
2 MuAwiyah’s mother 
3 Recorded by Muslim, 
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CASS alus pal aso o Gl uit 


‘A sufficient sin for you would be that you hold 
(support) off those whom you are responsible for 
feeding» ! 





In another report, ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr (#) reported that Allah's 
Messenger (#8) said: 


(Sip ops е ol Lal «AU 45» 


<A sufficient sin for a person would be that he 
neglects those whom he feeds.» ? 


PROVIDING HER WITH FOOD, CLOTHING, AND OTHER BASIC NEEDS 


The wife's right for financial support includes food and clothing. 
Allah (8) says in regard to the nursing mothers: 


Yid ЖАКЕ РЕТКЕ ИРГАЛИ ҮР, 


«Upon the father is their (the mothers’) provision 
and clothing according to what is reasonable.» > 


The same meaning is seen in the above hadith of Jabir (р. 27). 
Similarly, Mu'awiyah Bin Haydah al-Qushayri (4) reported that 
Allah’s Messenger ($$) said: 


ef IB] WSs cpr 13] Gals ol call Де ЇЇ Go 
ted GY чн D qo Ys desl Cras У, 


<A woman’s right on her husband is that he feeds 
her when he eats, clothes her when he clothes 





| Recorded by Muslim. 

Recorded by Ahmad, Abü Dàwüd, and others. Verified to be 
Albani (Sahih ul-Jamí' no. 4481 & Inwa’ul-Ghalil no. 894), 

3 Al-Bagarah 2:233. 
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actions, and avoids deserting her — 
| к the same house. ! 

vawiyah Bin Haydah (4) said that he asked 
ah's Messenger! What is the right of one's 


Ур б» econ I5] аја giv 
pS Coll $Y! pp Ys ола Vy ca JI 
aile je kY- ay I Soe 


you is) that you feed her when you 
elf, clothe her when you clothe yourself, 
her face, avoid hitting her, and avoid 
er except within the same house — 

you have come to be so intimate with 
except in things that would make it 


be reasonably housed — in accordance with 


Allah (86) says: 
2 (> D А RC 
f ү и Y; 


(the divorced) according to what you 
jeans, and do not harass them in 


ir), al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be 
í no. 3149 & Irwa’ ul-Ghalil no. 2033). 
d Ibn Majah. Verified to be authentic by 
5-1877 & Irwà 'ul-Ghalil no. 2033). 
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order to make life difficult for them.» ' 


Even though this dyah directly applies to the divorced women 
during their waiting period, its meaning is more general. It also applies 
toall those for whom а man is responsible; most importantly: his wife 
and children. 


THe DOWRY 


The sadàg or mahr (dowry) is the first financial right of a woman 
upon her husband. It becomes due as soon as the marriage contract is 
performed. We have discussed this subject in the first book ? of this 
series, so we refer the reader to it for more details. 


Kind Treatment and Compassion 
AN OBLIGATION UPON THE HUSBAND 


The wife has the right to be respected and treated kindly. This is not 
an optional favor from her husband. It is an obligation established 
through a divine command. What a man cannot control (the heart's 
inclination) must not affect the way he treats his wife. Allah (8%) 


commands: 


os эз» goss 


оор «з, haste) 
МО ers S ad AUT ро ШЗ 


«Live with them (your wives) in kindness; even if 
you dislike them, perhaps you dislike something in 
which Allah has placed much good.» * 


E — Rl RU 

1 At-Talag 65:6. 

2 See “The Quest for Love & Mercy” by the author. 
An-Nisa 4:19. 
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) gave the perfect example of how a 
his wife. A'ishah (s$) reported that 


A GE Ul, abl 5.5 6059 


those who are best to his family, 
you toward my family. ! 


0 are most complete in faith are 
; and the best among them are 
treatment) to their women. ° 


SILE NATURE 


ПЦ 
nature, both physically and emotionally. 
he man to treat her with consideration and 


and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 


and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
3316). 
| Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
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compassion. 

Anas (4) reported that once Allah’s Messenger (É&) was on a 
journey, and had his wives, as well as Umm Sulaym, with him. He had 
for the women an Abyssinian camel-driver called Anjashah. He would 
sing lyrics as he drove the camels, and his singing would cause the 
women’s camels to go faster. So Allah's Messenger (#8) told him: 


© uolo elis Siu ^ MSS] Gao p» 
ое be to you, О Anjashah! Go slow in your 
(singing while) driving the (fragile) vessels '.> ? 


According to a number of scholars, including al-Bukhari, al-Qurt ibi, 
and al-‘Asqalani, Allah’s Messenger (##) meant two things by this: 


|. The women have a delicate nature and weak build, and driving 
them too fast could make them fall or harm them in other ways. 


2. The women have an emotional nature and are thus easy to be 
moved by singing and poetry, which could affect their hearts and 
bring fitnah to them. 


UNDERSTANDING AND COPING WITH THE WIFE'S ATTITUDE 


Every person would have an attitude of anger from time to time — the 
Wife being no exception. One should not make his wife's occasional 
anger a means of retaliation and revenge. Rather, one should deal with 
that jokingly or with light spirits, following the Prophet's (8) 
example. ‘A'ishah (e2) reported that one day Allah’s Messenger (&%) 
said to her: 


rt Де ea lily deol ше ca 14 Led др 
AP Cy Y doux SLUG deol gre cass Ц СЇ 





| Note that we derived this book's title from this hadith. 
2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 








d, by Allah, О Allah's Messenger! I do not 














zing that some of what may appear as 

woman has a different nature from the 

different from what he would. 

ed that the woman (Hawwa' or Eve) was 
$ (Adam's) rib. By nature, the rib is 


юму that, from a woman's viewpoint, there 
hich means that his actions will never 
" that Allah’s Messenger (&&) ordered: 
Ша edt „2, 
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omen, because the woman was 


insist on straightening 
if you leave it, it will 
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remain bent. So take good care of women. ' 


The reference in this hadith to the rib’s upper end seems to point 
to the head, which houses major human faculties (seeing and hearing) 
and the tongue that performs the speaking. The head is also the part of 
the body where the thinking process takes place. Ibn Hajar (2%) said: 


“It is possible that he (£&) gave this as example for the 
uppermost part of the woman, because her uppermost 
part is her head: It encases her tongue from which harm 
comes.” ? 


This means that the difference between the man and woman is 
mostly in their different approach to dealing with issues that require 
thinking, the way they perceive things, and the way they emotionally 
react (by laughing, cursing, lying, etc) under different circumstances. 
Similarly, Abū Hurayrah (45) reported that Allah's Messenger (8%) 
ordered: 


Kei Ll 215. SH ЫЛ, AVL ias OLS pon 
peas t yb ebb ool, жабыш ps 
hands Codi o] oe] eal 4 it rl ob ale 


told LDL Та eel Jp а Sp ly д pas 

«He who believes in Allah and the Last Day, when 
witnessing a matter, should say a good thing or 
remain silent. Take good care of women, because the 
woman was created from a rib, and the most curved 
part of a rib is the top part. So if you insist on 
straightening it you break it, and if you leave it, it 
will remain bent. So take good care of women. ° 








1 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim. 
2 Fath ul-Bari no. 5186. 
3 Recorded by Muslim. 
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The advice in this report in regard to saying good things confirms 
what we have pointed out — that the head, being the source of speech, 
is also the source of difference between the man and woman and is the 


thing of which they both need to be watchful. 
Samurah (5) reported that Allah's Messenger (&&) said: 


WK al UG! 255) Ll, plo ә cal 3l ILI op 
Cly Aw bla 


(The woman was created from a rib. If you try to 
straighten the rib, you would break it. So be kind to 
her, you would then live in joy with her.» ' 


In this report, the Prophet ($$) describes forcing a woman to 
change some of her attitudes as the breaking of a rib, and breaking the 
ПО here means divorce, Abū Hurayrah ($) reported that Allah's 


Мари (8) si 
ы plo yo cal ill al» 
ОЯ ual oU 
CY DS, pues Yat uai sl, 


(The woman was created from a rib. She will not be 
^ straight according to your way. If you want to enjoy 
her, you will have to enjoy her with her twist. And 
if you try fo straighten her, you would break her: 


and breaking her is divorcing her. > 


LOOKING AT THE Wire's BETTER SIDE 


We conclude from the above that a man should overlook some of his 
Wife's mistakes — as long as they are not sins. The Prophet ($) 


1 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Hibbin, and al-Hakim. Verified to be authentic by al- 


Albin (Sahih ulm’ o. 1944), 
2 Recorded by Muslim and a-Timith. 
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indicates that changing some of a woman's attitudes is difficult or even 


impossible. 
Just like the man, a woman is not perfect. To enjoy the marriage, 


the man must forgive and overlook some of her actions that he 
dislikes, At the same time, he should acknowledge her actions that he 
likes. Surely, in most cases, her good points will overwhelm the bad 


ones. Allah (48) says: 
aed ll ands Us LAUS of acd А, 202 
M LI (O 1,25 [25 
«Even if you dislike them (your wives), perhaps you 
dislike something in which Allah has placed much 
good.» i 
Abū Hurayrah (4) reported that Allah's Messenger (Ё) said: 

Cel lga „>, US шә oS у] оро aga Si У 
«Let not a believing man hate a believing woman; if 


he dislikes a character in her, he would be pleased 
by other characters» ? 


Dwelling only on the bad side while ignoring the good side is a 
certain way to destroying the marriage. If men ignore this fact, misery 
and depression will fill their marriage, and this may lead to divorce. 


ENTERTAINING THE WIFE 


It is recommended for a man to be playful with his wife and do lawful 
things that would entertain her and bring joy to her heart. This was the 
practice of Allah's Messenger (&) with his wives, as is extensively 
reported by "A'ishah and other Mothers of the Believers (:%). A good 


example is the hadith about Umm Zar’, presented at the end of this 
book. 


| An-Nisa 4:19. 
2 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad. 
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Jabir Bin ‘Abdillah and Jabir Bin Umayr ($) reported that 
Allah's Messenger (8) said: 


ЫЧ eds spes юй #55 ad eg JS» 
КОШ je JI Caso, ай pl Jo JI tc :) uas 
«БЫЛ Jor JI edad, ыз)! Ov 


Everything that does not involve remembrance of 
Allah is futile, senseless, and wasted — except for 
four acts: a man entertaining his wife, a man 
training his horse, a man walking between the two 
posts (when practicing archery), and teaching 


swimming to another man.> ' 

GIVING SALAM TO THE WIFE AND FAMILY 

Itis an obligation on a Muslim to give salam to the other Muslims 
When he meets them. This obligation is more confirmed with one’s 
own family, Instead of using non-/slamic greetings, such as, “Hi,” 
"Good Moming,” “Bye”, “Have a Nice Day,” etc., one should use the 
blessed greeting of Islam. 

Abi Hurayrah (2) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($) said: 


ИСЛЕ tg BLAS I lay (cio eU ob 
epee wall Gl, «Uses о, 
CE Sal ye pl, iU All, Tl ce 
PRO prt le es s „ыш сы. 1| aul 
GUIDE ege d; в «Ct ea ca o; c 
ChB DLA ul; a 5 





І Recorded by an-Nasai, Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih ul-/4"" 
no, 4534 and as-Sahihah no. 315). 
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Andeed, Islam has landmarks and minarets like road 

minarets; among them is believing in Allah and 

joining nothing (in worship) with Him, establishing 

the prayer, giving the zakah, fasting in Ramadan, 
performing Hajj to the House, enjoining the right, 
forbidding the wrong, greeting your family with 
salam when you meet them, and greeting the people 
with salam when you pass by them. Whoever drops 
one of that has surely dropped a portion of Islam, 
and whoever drops all of that has surely turned his 
back on Islam.» ' 


FAIRNESS AND JUSTICE 


It is an obligation on the husband, being the chief of the family, to 
treat his wife and family with fairness and justice. Failing to do so is 
an indication of his failure in running the family. 

The husband should not use his material or physical superiority to 
oppress his wife. We have discussed in the previous chapter the 
prohibition of oppression. Here, we only cite again the hadith of Jabir 
Bin ‘Abdillah and ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar (%) that Allah’s 


Messenger (#8) said: 


Cab) py CLS Ы оу «eli Lid 


«Avoid oppression, because oppression will result in 
deep darkness on the Day of Resurrection» * 


Coping with Multiple Wives 
FAIRNESS IS A CONDITION FOR POLYGAMY 


Even though Islàm permits marrying up to four wives, it conditions 


| Recorded by Ibn Salām (in al-Īmān), al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be 
authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 333). 
2 Recorded by Muslim and others. 
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НАЖ eal c, 22 Д 
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wo or three or four. But if you fear 

be just (with them) then (marry) 
or those that your right hands 
and slaves). That is better in 
m doing injustice.» ' 


п one wife. Fairness or justice here refers to 
udes giving them equal turns, being 
d to food, clothing, and dwelling, and so 







a journey on which he can only take one 
by lot which of his wives will be his 


Prophet’s (#4) practice, as is reported by 


tended to go on a journey, he 
wives. Whoever wins, he 
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7, One of the wives may choose to give up her turn for another wife, 
as Sawdah did for ‘A’ishah (ts) !. 


3, On her wedding, a newly-wed wife gets seven consecutive nights 
with her husband if she is a virgin, and three consecutive nights if 
she is not. 

Umm Salamah and Anas (We) reported 
Messenger (&&) said: 


COG Ws Aes ЖШ» 


«A virgin (bride) gets seven (additional) nights (with 
her husband), and a non-virgin gets three» ? 


that Allah’s 


Umm Salamah (t$) also reported that when the Prophet (BB) 
married her, he stayed with her for three nights and then said to 
her: 


Чур Cot 5 o] lal be МУ,» eb ado 
«уз d CAG cs А ols «Pe Ua А08 E T) 

<You are not to be disgraced before your family. If 
you wish, I will stay seven nights with you, and then 
stay seven nights with each of my other wives; or if 
you wish, having completed three nights with you, I 
will now give turns» ? 


A fascinating incident in regard to the current discussion occurred 
during the rule of ‘Umar (<4). Ash-Sha'bi (2&5) reported that Ka'b Bin 
Sir was sitting with ‘Umar when a woman came and said, “O 
Commander of the Believers! I have never seen a man better than my 
husband. By Allah, he prays the night and fasts the day.” Upon hearing 
this, ‘Umar praised the woman and supplicated for her, and she shyly 
departed. Ka'b then said, “О Commander of the Believers! Shouldn’t 





1 See the biography of Sawdah in Chapter 5. 
2 Recorded by Muslim, Ibn Majah, and others. 
3 Recorded by Muslim, Abü Dawiid, and Ibn Majah. 
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accusation against her husband, for she indeed 
complaint!" ‘Umar replied, “Why do not you 
you have understood about her situation that 
‘I view her situation as if she has three 
to allow her husband three days and nights 
y and night for her.” ‘Umar said, “By Allah, 
her situation) is not more amazing than the 
hereby appoint you as judge over al-Basrah, 
markable judge.” ' 


wives is an act of oppression that deserves 
of Resurrection. Abū Hurayrah (3) reported 
eng ® said: 


BA) Lael JI Jus stl al ad cols uo 
СБ) LU diss Lal oy l 


two wives and he leans unfairly 
them, he will come on the Day of 
with one of his sides dropping» ° 


FEELINGS OF THE HEART 
uve i 
ng the wives does not apply to love and 
uncontrollable inclination of the heart. But 
cts that a man’s strong love for one of his 
to totally neglect one or more of his other 


1 


others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albàni 


2527, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
17 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 6515). 
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«And it will not be within your power to treat your 
wives with fairness (in affection), even if you should 
strive to do so. So do not incline completely (toward 
one) and leave another as if she is suspended (i.e., 
neither divorced nor attached). And if you amend 
your affairs and revere Allah, then indeed Allah is 
Forgiving and Merciful.» ! 


A commonly cited hadith concerning the current discussion is 
reported from ‘A’ishah (ss) that Allah's Messenger (É$) used to 
equally allot the days among his wives and then say, “O Allah! This 
is my allotment in regard to what I can control, so do not blame me 
for that which You control but I cannot (i.e., love)." This hadith is 
unauthentic. ? 

It should be noted that some people with limited /slamic knowledge 
argue that this aya (an-Nisa 129) cancels the previous aya (an- 
Nis@ 3), concluding that polygamy is therefore prohibited in Zslām! 
Such a conclusion results from their misunderstanding that the two 
dat refer to two different and distinctive types of fairness. 


Company and Intimacy 


The wife has a right on her husband for emotional and physical 
gratification. As we have seen in the above дуал (an-Nisa 129), it is 
not permissible for a man to neglect his wife so that she would be in 
a suspended state, not enjoying any of his love and affection. 





‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr Bin al-As ($) reported that  Allah's 
Messenger (&&) said to him: 
| An-Nisa 4:129. 


2 Recorded by Abū Dawid, at-Tirmithi, and others. Verified to be weak by al- 
Albani (Irwà"ul-Ghalil no. 2018). . 
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ih: Haven't I been informed that you fast 
stand the nights (in prayer)? Do not do 
you did, your eye would become 
body will become sick. So, fast (on 
break your fast (on others); and get 
ight prayer) and sleep; for, indeed, your 
right upon you, your eyes have a right 
you, and your wife has a right upon you. 
it would suffice you to fast three days from 
use you get for each good deed ten 
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Service and Help 


As we will see in the next chapter, it is more of the wife’s than the 
husband's responsibility to perform the various chores within the home. 
However, this does not mean that the man should be absolutely 
reluctant to extend a helping hand to his wife. To the contrary, helping 
her is an expression of his love and compassion. A common excuse, 
‘I have no time for that,” is usually a false one. Allah’s 
Messenger (&&) was the busiest of men. He conveyed the Message, led 
the armies, ruled the Muslims, and took care of all his wives. 
Furthermore, when he was at home, he would be at the service of his 
family! Al-Aswad reported that he asked ‘A’ishah (t$), “What did the 
Prophet (4) do at home?” She said: 


Mall а> 1315 abel (deus Pl) aig (3 оу GIS” 
“A Је 


“He used to be at the service of his family; and when it 
was time for prayer, he would go out to pray." ' 


‘A'ishah (8%) was also asked, “What did Allah’s Messenger (8) 
do at home?” She replied: 


ET 24315 =, «Aes ы с) o^ 122 Bor 


“He acted like other men; he would mend his clothes, 
milk his goat, and serve himself.” * 


Discipline 


A leader will inevitably have to deal with the "dirty" job of discipline. 
Discipline is an important process that must be properly implemented. 
Ithas its rules and regulations. Violating those rules would undermine 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhari. 
2 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Bukhari (in al-Adab ul-Mufrad), and others. Verified 
to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 671). 
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process, and may bring about more damage 


e leader of the family, has the obligation of 
ws” for the well-being of the family. The rules 
and his wife have been set by Allah (38) 
Messenger's ($) Sunnah. 

(85) mentions four main steps for dealing 


Pay garbas Apis ЕЕ 
SX SB bp pols eui 3 
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m whom you fear defiance — 
; then (if they persist), forsake 
and (finally,) strike them. If they then 
no means against them. Indeed, Allah 
d Great. And if you fear dissension 
hem, appoint an arbitrator from 
rator from hers. If they both 
Allah will facilitate it between 


‘what I heard in explanation of this 
ying of Said Bin Jubayr, ‘He (the 
nonish. her. If she complies (he 
otherwise, he would desert her. If 
should stop there), otherwise, he 
plies (he should stop there), 
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otherwise, he would seek arbitration, with an arbitrator 
appointed from each side. They (the arbitrators) would 
see who is causing the problem; at that point, the 
marriage could be terminated." ' 


Ibn Kathir commented on the words, “Exalted and Great" in the 
first dyah (34) saying: 


"This carries a strong warning to the men when they 
transgress over the women without a reason. Indeed, 
Allah, the Exalted and Great, is then the women’s 
protector, and he will surely take revenge against 
anyone who oppresses them or transgresses over 
them." ? 


ADMONISHMENT 


From the above dyah, we see that the first step in discipline is 
admonishment. One may not go to the next step before performing this 
step. And admonishment should be conducted earnestly, in a manner 
satisfying the proper etiquettes of commanding the good and forbidding 
the wrong. 

Laqit Bin Sabirah (4&) reported that he said to the Prophet (#%), 
“0 Allah's Messenger! I have a wife who has something in her tongue 
(ie, she has offensive language).” The Prophet (&&) proposed, «. yilb» 
Divorce her» He said, “I have children from her, and we have been 
together for a long time.” He ($) said: 


tial as aab Lo a Уу s jid ad аза Ор Le ran 


Admonish her. If there is good in her, she will obey. 
And do not hit your wife like you would hit a slave 
girl; ? р 
Resa А. 
1 = 
з „бат ul Qu/'àn 1:420, 
у тит il Az, 
by Abi D i ! 
cO Ton Hibbán, and others. Verified to be authentic by 
iat no. 3260 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ по. 5870). 
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ed this form of discipline on some 
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additional financial support. Allah (3%) 


=” le 53 5 CT Gi 
EMEN. uu 

Sab Sab! JUS Gi, | 

ШОШ 2 ies 

АТРИ I "Ex, 

ON Uke [o] о с >ы) 

wives, “If you should desire 

adornment, then come, I will 

give you a gracious release. But 

Паһ and His Messenger and 

ter — then indeed, Allah has 

of good among you a great | 

t 


of Sarat ип-Мїзй (4:34), if the 
the wife and she continues to be 





The Fragile Vessels 


57 Husband’s Obligations 


The Fragile Vessels 
not leave marks on the body, and should avoid the face, head, and 
abdomen, ‘Amr Bin al-Ahwas al-Jushami () reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (Ё) said: 


ШАШ) inae olye iB «Lat LL run zal, Y» 
blu deoa Lio Ua, craks of Y] «05 pat Cri gee 
гор PENES PEPPER 

«See ее pis УЗ 


«Lo! Take good care of the women, for they surely 
are captives under you, and you do not possess of 
them any more than that — unless they commit a 
manifest sin; if they do that, abandon them in sleep, 
and beat them lightly; if they obey you then do not 
ill-treat them any further. ' 


‘Ata (#) reported that he asked Ibn “Abbas (t), “What is ‘light 
hitting?” He replied, “It is to hit with a siwa@k * stick or something like 
ite 

One might ask, “What is the benefit of light hitting?" The answer 
is that a woman normally has a sensitive nature; the slightest show of 
discourtesy to her would tremendously affect her and cause her to 
rethink her actions. If, on the other hand, light hitting does not work 
with her, brutal hitting won't. 

We should keep in mind that the purpose of hitting is to correct 
and remind, and not to avenge or harm. 


DISAPPROVAL OF HITTING 


Even though a man is allowed to hit his wife in certain situations, 





1 Recorded by at-Tirmithr, an-Nasa'i, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albani (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 7880 & Irwa’ul-Ghalil no. 2030). 

2 Siwak or miswak A thin and short stick (usually about 6 inches or 20 cm long), 
cut from the roots of a desert tree called arak, and used to clean the teeth. 

3 AL Qurtubi's “Al-Jami‘li-Ahkam il-Qur'an” 5:172. 





in day, many women came to Allah’s 
‚ his wives’) complaining. So he 


1 
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expect her to render intimate pleasures to him! ‘Abdullah Bin 
Zamah ($) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said: 


со» 57 parla ala, „Л! alie asl pal Wes Ste] Алу» 


«How could) one of you turn to his wife and whip 
her like whipping a camel and then make love to her 
at the end of the day!?> ' 





Many husbands are abusive to their wives, justifying their action 
by the texts that command the wife to obey the husband or that allow 
him to discipline her. Those husbands must understand that discipline 
isa well-regulated matter in /5/2т, and has no room for abuse. An 
abusive husband is indeed an oppressor, and what we have mentioned 
regarding oppressors applies to him. Furthermore, an abused wife has 
the full right to turn to justice and seek punishment of her abusive 


husband. 


DIVORCE 


We have seen above that the last step in the discipline process is 
arbitration. If that does not work, nothing would be left but divorce — 
similar to the saying, "The last form of treatment is ironing." 

Divorce is a right for the husband. But it is his obligation to apply 
itin the right measure and when the necessity arises. Allah's 
Messenger (&&) had nine wives at one time. Yet, we know of only one 


case where he used this "privilege". * 


T————— 
| Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and Others. 
2 See the biography of Hafsah later in this book, 








CHAPTER 3 


THE WIFE’S OBLIGATIONS 
TOWARD HER HUSBAND 


The Great Right of the Husband 
THE MAN'S DEGREE OVER THE WOMAN 


Allah (48) has appointed the man as the usual head of the family: 
жыка f C LT Шз Jer 
vuU ers ts Lott нь (esi Ly 
man 5,5: УР 5515 sj AU his Ly 
aue: S35 SELIG. ЗЫ ај 

i r£ «JI (O [5 Ce gis ab ol Mi 


«Men are in charge of women by (right of) what 
(qualities) Allah has given one over the other and 
what they spend (in support) from their wealth. So, 
righteous women are devoutly obedient (to Allah), 
guarding in (their husband’s) absence what Allah 
commands them to guard (their husband’s honor, 
property, secrets, etc.) But those women from whom 
you fear defiance — first admonish them; then (if 
they persist), forsake them in bed; and (as a last 
resort,) strike them. But if they obey you, seek no 
means against them. Indeed, Allah is ever Exalted 
and Great.» ! 





ee 


| An-Nis@ 4:34. 
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commented on this, “The man is the woman's 


rvisor, chief, leader, and the one who corrects 


an à major responsibility in running the family, 
a number of rights. Those rights are to be 
‘other family members and, above all, his wife. 
or “edge” that Allah awarded to the man over the 
says: 


07 e e 4 be 
EJ do le UT Ja ШУ 
О о 52 UT 03 
e to them (the wives) is similar to what is 
n, according to what is reasonable. 


men have a degree over them (in 
and authority). Allah is Mighty and 


d that this degree is a degree of responsibility 
of homage. The man earns it by being truly 
at Allah ($) conferred on him, and loses it by 
У 


llah (85) has divided the responsibilities and 
has set the man as the one in authority. 
‘or challenge that authority. Rather, she 
tof Allah’s commands. She should view 
authority as a submission to Allah's 
ild almost reach the degree of prostrating 
Hurayrah, Mu'ath, and Buraydah (3&) 
(86) said: 
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Were I to order a person to prostrate before 
another person, I would have ordered the woman to 
prostrate before her husband. ! 


As stated above, a woman’s obedience to her husband is part of her 
obedience to Allah (88). Therefore, giving him his rights is part of 
fulfilling Allah’s rights. ‘Abdullah Bin Abi Awfa reported that Allah’s 
Messenger (@) said: 


daa al fiL co La POT dow ol А Т уу 
дй > uo do Из У ада dax pat ЄЛ, oJ 
ра gle hy gradi ple) (im «al Ugo > 


«Were I to command a person to prostrate to other 
than Allah, I would have commanded the woman to 
prostrate to her husband. By the One in Whose hand 
is Muhammad’s soul, a woman would not fulfill her 
Lord’s right until she had completely fulfilled her 
husband’s right — even if he were to ask her for 
herself while she is riding on a camel, she should not 
refuse» ? 


ABSOLUTE WILLINGNESS TO SERVE AND COOPERATE 


The woman should demonstrate her acceptance of her husband's 
authority by showing willingness to serve him to her best ability. 
Muth Bin Jabal ($) reported that Allah’s Messenger (#%) said: 


(dap uem lies slt pao Le tai csl go 811 т» 
df a woman knew her husband's right, she would 


1 Recorded by at-Tirmitht, Ahmad, al-Hakim, and Ibn Majah. Verified to be 
authentic by al-Albàni (Inva’ ul-Ghalil no. 1998 and Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 5239, 
5294), 

1 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah, and Ibn Hibban. Verified to be hasan by al- 
Albani (Invà" ul-Ghalil no. 1998 and Sahih ш-Јатѓ no. 5295). 
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ses the woman’s absolute submission to her 
hadith that may appear repulsive to some. Abū 


ae d 


ted that Allah’s Messenger (88) said: 


jj cus J ol A35 (gc co a» 
ght upon his wife is such that if he 


x 


he licked it for him, she would not 
that» ? 


reported that Allah’s Messenger (È) said: 


М 
А 


EI. ol pt) pla D 
b ls pa [n dees oj LL pa 
DI dpa јело 
| рода, 


for a human being to prostrate 


strate to another human being, 
inded the woman to prostrate to 
of his great right upon her. By 
hand is my soul, if he (the 
eet to the top of his head, 
and pus, and she came to lick 
‘would not have fulfilled his 


zzār. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 


Verified to be authentic by al-Albànr 
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This description emphasizes the great right of the husband upon his 
wife; only if she were able to do for him such a repugnant act as is 
described here would she be in position to fulfill his rights. In other 
words: most women cannot normally fulfill their husband's rights. 





Is HE HUSBAND BETTER? 


One may wonder, “What is so great about the husband that the woman 
is required to perform heroic or impossible acts to please him?” In 
answering this question, we have to understand the following 


principles: 


|. The rights granted to the husband are necessary for the peaceful 
and productive running of the family. 


2. The above hadiths refer to a man who fulfills all of his 
responsibilities as husband and family-head. He constantly offers 
to his wife and children guidance, protection, support, nurturing, 
and so on. Neglecting any of that would proportionally reduce his 
rights upon his wife. 


3, When the husband fulfills his responsibilities toward his wife as 
outlined above, he becomes a true benefactor who deserves her full 
gratitude and support. 


Therefore, the husband’s rights do not necessarily mean that he is 
better than the wife. He is of no higher status or better species. Both 
of them descend from Adam (39), and Adam was made from dirt. 
Piety and righteousness are what determines who is truly better than 
the other. His rights are set by Allah to guarantee the well-being and 
success of their relationship and their family. Even though the wife is 
normally subordinate to her husband in the family structure, she may 
be far better than him in Allah’s sight, especially when she fulfills her 
obligations іп a way that is pleasing to Allah (4%). 


Sas oS ШШ 


(бан ul-Jami по. 7725). 
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of her husband's rights is to treat him in 
nd to avoid harming him. 


the husband normally has many favors 

are not limited to the financial privilege 

lly true, is not always the case. A woman 
husband. and should return his favors in 
d treatment. 

Khadijah ($$), who was wealthier than the 
al advantage, though, did not make her 
üsband. Rather, she was a great example 
the Prophet (&&) continued to remember 


admit her husband's favors displeases 
displeases her husband. “Abdullah Bin 
's Messenger (48) said: 


husband when she cannot live 


* 


опей that Allah’s Messenger (#®) passed 
young girls of her age. He addressed 
› Avoid the ingratitude of those who 
him, "O Allah's Messenger! What is 
с been favored?" He (&&) explained: 


УКЫ ЫШ о Jay 


d others, Verified to be authentic by al- 
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TE irail адь Ny сл Yj, Le 
И 


«Опе of you might stay with her parents for a long 
time (before marriage). Allah would then grant her 
a righteous husband, and grant her children from 
him. She would then get angry for some reason and 
turn ungrateful, saying to him, “I have never seen 
any good from you.” ! 


‘Abdullah Bin “Отаг, Abū Hurayrah, and Abū Saīd al- 
Khudri (4) reported that Allah’s Messenger (8%) said to the women: 


КО А al oye 5291, зшли ш, шу 

UIS 01 S AS, Gal BAS 551 WI Jal 2251 

ЕО oo cd ul cal oi» dae ал 

ПО cl slat ul, jo; poa. arl pal $5 gates 
«glia, 3 hi, P 3j 


«0 women! Give charity and ask for Allah's 
forgiveness abundantly, for I have seen you (women) 
lo be the majority of the Fire's people. (That is 
because) you frequently curse, and you are 
ungrateful to your husbands. 

Ihave not seen ones with incomplete intellect and 
religion who are more overpowering to a man of 
reason than you are! 

As for incomplete intellect: it is that two women's 
testimonies equate one man's. And as for incomplete 
religion: it is that she stays for a number of days 

without prayer, and she breaks her fast during 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhàri (in al-Adab ul-Mufrad), Ahmad, and others. Veri fied 
to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 823). 
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IELIGIOUS DEFICIENCIES 


the man. This should not be taken out 
is derived from the fact that Allah (3) 
nesses in the place of one male, so that one 
y remind the other if she forgets ?. This 
ad by the woman usually being more emotional 
nore involved in the household affairs and less 
the outside world. Thus, the Prophet’s (4) 

ssion of a clear difference between the man’s 
5 brought to emphasize that, even though 
emotional and less “intellectual”, and he is 


onal and more "intellectual", she still can 
na! 


description of being religiously deficient is 
e does not pray or fast during her menses. 
10 indicate that, even though the man is 
position of being religious because he 
"Woman still overpowers him! 


HUSBAND IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP 

husband could be her passport to 
orted that one of his paternal aunts 
ег, «o coll дь civ <O Woman, 


ed, “Yes.” He asked, «$4 сла 
ed, “As much as I can, I do not 





um 
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Check then what is your position with him, because 
he is either your (way to) Jannah or Fire. ! 


THE BEST OF WOMEN 


The best of women is that who is good and kind to her husband. Abū 
Uthaynah as-Sadafi (<4) reported that Allah's Messenger (8) said: 


ще il I cago JE a IDE Sas e» 
i31 Joa Y OU! л, mE 0 SLs „2, 
earl ola ea YI oa 


<The best of your women are those who are bearers 
(f many children, loving (to their husbands), 
comforting, and tolerant — provided that they have 
taqwā of Allah. 

And the worst of your women are those who 
display their charms and swagger in their walk — 
those are hypocrites indeed. None of them (the 
women) will enter Jannah except (as rarely) as are 
the crows that have red beaks and legs.» ? 


Ibn ‘Abbas (%) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&&) said: 
хай, ded! G Л! SHH ША о play „ш yl» 
«bl yg jul did! llo ihl 3 elo itl 





! Recorded by Ahmad, al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Albanr 
(Sahih ш.Јаті no. 1509). 

2 Recorded by al-Bayhaqi (in as-Sunan) and others. Verified to be authentic by 
"lini (Sahih ul-Jāmi no. 3330 & as-Sahihah no. 1849). The last part of 
Abou the crow) is also recorded by Ahmad and others from ‘Amr Bin al- 
As (85) and verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as-Sahihah no. 1850). 
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ou of your men who will be of the 
The prophets will be in Jannah; 
truthful) will be in Jannah; the 
s) will be in Jannah; a baby (dying 


: she is the loving, bearer of many 

one | ho is caring toward her husband 

en he gets angry, comes until she 

is and says, “I will not taste any 
you are happy.» | 


f Allah’s displeasure with her. 


i (in any way) her husband, then 
se tells her: “Do not harm him, 


2 


lah no. 173). 
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eported that Allah’s Messenger (Ё) said: 


bn 'Asakir, and others. Verified to be hasan 


thers. Verified to be authentic by al- 
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- 


Obeying the Husband 
Wri. 
Indeed, obeying the husband is an obligation on the women in /slam: 
itis an act of worship that she presents to Allah (88) alone, only 
seking his pleasure and acceptance. We have seen numerous texts 
instructing the woman to obey her husband and cooperate well with 

him in maintaining the family. There are other texts that are even more 

explicit in this regard. 

Abū Hurayrah (45) reported that Allah’s Messenger (8%) said: 


Metas, а culo, Lge А! er Lao 151» 
teni adl ol pl gi opa Rl ol GJ e цео) e Url, 


«When a woman prays her five (prayers), fasts her 
month (Ramadan), preserves her chastity, and obeys 
her husband, she will be told (on the Day of 

| Judgment), “Enter Jannah from апу of its (eight) 
gates.” | 


Similarly, Anas, “Abd ur-Rahman az-Zuhri, and others (R) 
reported that Allah’s Messenger (#®) said: 


| IUE. eg culo, ub ЙД! с lily 
GEL elds oss съ, 


«When a woman prays her five (prayers), fasts her 
month (Ramadan), preserves her chastity, and obeys 
her husband, she will enter Jannah.» * 


On the other hand, disobeying the husband is a great sin that could 
tause the prayers to be unacceptable by Allah. Ibn "Отаг (%) reported 
e—a 
1 Recorded by Ibn Hibbān. Verified to be authentic by al-Albānī (Sahih ul-Jami 

no. 660 and Adab uz-Zafaf p. 286). 

È Recorded by al-Buzzir, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 

Alkan (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 661 and Adab uz-Zafaf p. 286). 



















a slave running away from 
| he returns to them, and a 
s her husband — until she 


се to her husband is to serve him to her best 
formin g the daily chores, serving his food, and 


from this responsibility — unless her 
her. Even a woman as noble as the 
d herself responsible for that. 
йге Fatimah (t$), the Prophet's (&) 
op (5) complaining about the bad effect of 
hand. She did not find him, and left hima 
asking him to give her a maid from 
ntly received. When 'A'ishah (85) 
he went to her house, entered, and 


ni. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
no. 288). 
Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 
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" and 'Ali in bed ready to go to sleep. Fatimah started to rise, 
we) told her to stay in bed. He sat between them and said: 


Sse Lie Lids l; «ЫЛ. US le Ску» 
ij les «oo, We сер, PC м5 aL 
(pole oe LI „5 U5 gl «oU», 


Shall I not direct you to something better than what 
you have requested? When you go to bed say, 
"Subhan Allah — exalted is Allah," thirty-three 
times, “Al-hamdu lillah — all praise belongs to 
Allah,” thirty-three times, and, “Allāhu Akbar — 
Allah is the Greatest,” thirty four times. Indeed, that 
is better for you than a servant» ' 


Ibn Qayyim noted, "The wife's serving of her husband is a matter 
about which there is no doubt. It is not correct to differentiate in that 
regard between a noble and a low class woman, nor between a poor 
ala rich one. The most noble of all women (Fatimah) used to serve 
ter husband. She came complaining to her father (&%) about the 
hardship she was facing in that regard, but he did not grant her her 
wish.” ? 


GUIDELINES FOR OBEDIENCE 


There are some important guidelines that must be emphasized in regard 
tthe subject of obedience. The following has mostly been presented 
in the previous sections or chapters, but we include it here for easy 


reference. 


1. Awoman’s obedience to her husband is an obedience to Allah (3£) 
in the first place, because He ordered it. 


The women should obey her husband as long as obeying him is 
o oo M 
l P ud al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

! du Maa 5:160. 




























> obeyed in matters that do not involve 


se Her Husband 


ard h her husband, the woman should do her 
ing: sure that what she does is not displeasing 


please her husband with her appearance. 
that the Messenger ($$) said: 


oue 15] rid gill Lull 5» 
Ju Y, Yas 3 GE У, 


‘is that who pleases him (i.e. her 
looks at her, obeys him when he 
not subject her person or money to 


in Salam ($) reported that Allah’s 
o are the best of women?" He replied: 
р 
овы, 

that who pleases you when 


ou when you order her, and 
your absence in regard to 


d al-Hākim. Verified to be authentic by al- 
aş-$ahihah no. 1838). 
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— herself and your wealth. ! 
"= ] 

Itis important to emphasize here that “pleasing” the husband is the 
juri pleasing. Thus, she would not appear to him or act in a way 
ipleasing to Allah. That does not bring any real or lasting pleasure. 
Anl the highest form of “pleasing” is realized by her being a model 
їйї Muslim woman: her hijab, modesty, and virtue would all 
im great joy and pleasure into a true believer's heart and soul. 


AWITING PEOPLE ONLY WITH HIS PERMISSION 


Awoman should not allow anyone into her husband's house without 
tis consent. Abū Hurayrah (429) reported that Allah's Messenger (&&) 
sid: 


Uno, Y ib Y] А125 Goose e ei ol Ї o Je У» 
CaL Ya 9556 У, 


dt is not permissible for а woman to fast, while her 
husband is present, without his permission — except 
for Ramadan. Nor is it permissible for her to admit 
anyone to his house except with his permission.> * 


The husband’s consent could be implicit. For instance, if a woman 
iscertain that her husband does not object to some of the neighboring 
women visiting her, she does not have to ask him for a specific 
pemission every time one of them comes to visit her. 


AVOOING ASKING FOR DIVORCE WITHOUT REASON 
A righteous woman would not ask her husband for divorce without a 


wod reason. Only if she finds that he is causing her a real harm in her 
їйї or well-being would she be justified to seek divorce. The 





| Recorded by at-Tabaràni (in al-Kabir) and others. Verified to be authentic by 
alAlbini (Sahih ul-Jami' no. 3299 & as- -Sahihah no. 1838). 
! Recorded by al-Bukhàri and Muslim. 


—— 





Wife's Obligations 





DENS oci: 
E +756 The Fragile Vessels pe Fragile Vessels TI 





women who ask for divorce without a 
to punishment, and may not enter into 
ed that Allah’s Messenger (8) said: 

















On 

or divorce demonstrates ungratefulness, and 
authority and efforts toward his wife. It is 
ot allowed in Islam without a valid excuse, 


in Muslim ash-Shaybani was given in 
he king of Kindah ^. Shortly before her 
Ih Bint al-Harith took her aside and told 


‚ you would be in no need 
the advice reminds the forgetful 


u would be in least need for 
women have been made for the 
ere the men made. 


You are now departing from the 


id, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Inva'ul-Ghalil no. 2035). 


_ climate where you lived, and the nest where you grew, 


to an unfamiliar domicile and companion. By virtue of 
you husband's custody, he is now an watcher and 
master over you. So be a maid to him, and he will 
surely be your servant. Be his earth (in submission), and 
he will be your sky (in protection). And preserve for 
him ten qualities, and they will be a treasure for you: 


1. Submit to him by showing contentment (in regard to 
what he gives you). 

2. Listen to him and obey him in the best manner. 

3. Guard where his eye looks, so that it will not fall on 
anything ugly from you. 

4. Guard what his nose smells, so that he will not 
smell from you but the best aroma. 

5. Respect his meal times, for the attack of hunger is 
a cause for rage. 

6. Respect his sleep times, for the disturbance of sleep 
is a cause of annoyance. 

7. Safeguard his wealth by employing good judgment. 

8. Care for his children and servants by employing 
good planning. 

9. Do not disobey any of his commands, for if you do, 
you would bring resentment into his breast. 

10. Do not disclose any of his secrets, for if you do, 
you would not be secure from his revenge. 


Furthermore, do not display joy when he is worried, nor 
sadness when he is happy, for this will breed hatred. 
And remember, my daughter, that the more you please 
him, the more he honors you. And remember that you 
will not attain what you desire from him unless you 
give preference to his likes over yours." l 





| Recorded in al-Aghant by al-Asbahant (Tuhfat ul-‘Ariis p. 91-92), 
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hastity is a main objective of marriage. 
by turning his lust toward his wife 


is a major sin for her to deny her 
ге that he seeks with her. 
(5) reported that Allah's Messenger ($$) 
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mad's soul is in His hand, 
fulfill the right of her Lord 
all of her husband's right — 


sk her for herself while she is in 
e should not deny him of that» ' 


We ке that the wife should not hesitate in 
| even if that would cause ап 
Arqam ($) reported that Allah’s 
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Ali ($) reported that Allah's Messenger ($$) said: 
pal Де eats gly casks aco Ld А.у Jo JI Leo 15)» 


man invites his wife for his (sexual) need, 
d go to him, even if she was working at the 


ITE PLEASURE IS A MAJOR SIN 


jor obligation upon the wife to fulfill her husband’s desire, 
ng to do that is a major sin that deserves the angels’ curse and 
Alis wrath. 

A Hurayrah (5) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&&) said: 


аә LIE ай af Qe I 5 
Vez ep 3) cei > DU Lad gale Sene 


dfa man invites his wife to bed and she refuses to 
come and he sleeps while angry, the angels curse her 
till the morning» * 

hh another report, Abi Hurayrah (4s) said that  Allah's 


\esenger (@) said: 


PT 
ez uo SOU KÉJ Go s; 21,5 Bole sl LE Sk If» 

du 

When a woman deserts her husband's bed at night, 

the angels curse her until the morning. ° 

p 

Ако, Abū Hurayrah (#») reported that Allāh’s Messenger (8) said: 
L 


май +. 
т 












by Ahmad, an-Nasa', and others. Verified to be authentic by ај. 
asSahihah no. 1202 & Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 534). 

by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

' i-Bukhàri, Muslim, and others. 
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„йз aili daly! ox joo b cod cen gil» 
Giga pog > Ue oL. Ld! (3 5 У ae 


«By the One in Whose hand is my soul, never would 
a man invite his wife to his bed and she refuses but 
the One Who is above the heavens would be angry 
with her until he (her husband) is pleased with 
her» ! 


Abi Umamah (&) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&$) said: 
eiu ol Jal Ў 5.2 me УХУ» 
сөй әз б els sls ШЫ ors, col А, 


«There are three individuals whose prayers do not 
rise above their ears (i.e., is not accepted): a fleeing 
slave until he returns (to his master), a woman who 
spends the night while her husband is angry with 
her, and a man who leads some people and they 
dislike him» * 


No VOLUNTARY FASTING WITHOUT HIS PERMISSION 


Since the wife should be ready and willing to fulfill her husband’s 
desire at all times, she is not allowed to fast voluntarily without his 
permission. The reason for this prohibition is that her “voluntary” 
fasting could interfere with her “obligatory” fulfillment of his desire. 
Abii Hurayrah ($) reported that Allah's Messenger (28) said: 


уй, glan pé ash Y| ali ple, SLI „ш Yo 
Pres acii] ly tib Y| aLi pas ao (s 





1 Recorded by Muslim. 
2 Recorded by at-Tirmithi. Verified to be hasan by al-Albānī (Sahih ul-Jami no. 
3057). 
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‹А woman may not fast, while her husband is 
present, except with his permission — except for 
Ramadan; and she may not admit anyone into his 
house, while he is present, except with his 
permission; and whatever she spends of his earning, 
without his permission, he will surely get half of the 
reward.» ! 


MODERATENESS IN WORSHIP 
Similar to fasting, the woman should avoid excessiveness in 
performing her acts of worship, because that could also interfere with 


ter obligation toward her husband. 

Abi Said al-Khudri (4s) reported that the wife of Safwan Bin al- 
Muattil cam to Allah’s Messenger (#&) while Safwan and others of 
le sahabah were with him. She said, “О Allah’s Messenger! My 
tusband Safwan Bin al-Mu'at til hits me when I pray, forces me to eat 
when I fast, and he does not pray the fajr prayer until the sun rises." 
Tie Messenger ($) asked Safwan about her claims, and he replied, “О 
Alli's Messenger! As for saying that I hit her when she prays, it is 
Wase she reads two sürahs (after al-Fatihah), causing me 
іхопуепіепсе — even though I told her not to do that." Allah’s 


Messenger (&&) said: 
«abl cas sip cls J» 
df only one Sarah is recited, it would suffice the 
people» 


Safwan continued, “As for saying that I force her to break her fast, it 
S because she frequently fasts (voluntary fasting) — when I am a 
Jung man and cannot endure that (because of my desire)." Allah’s 


Messenger (@) said: 


L— . 
| Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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ар ЙА yoy oy ge La ола Gly» 

Ups (ay > Une bola Lod! (s gill oU Y| ade 
«By the One in Whose hand is my soul, never would 
4 man invite his wife to his bed and she refuses but 
the One Who is above the heavens would be angry 


with her until he (her husband) is pleased with 
her» | 





















Abt Umamah (35) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&%) said: 
gau ol m PAE exo 55 YO 
сөййән Б Yale Goss, cob Syl, 


«There are three individuals whose prayers do not 
rise above their ears (1.е., is not accepted): a fleeing 
slave until he returns (to his master), a woman who 
spends the night while her husband is angry with 
her, and a man who leads some people and they 
dislike him, ? 


No VOLUNTARY FASTING WITHOUT His PERMISSION 


Since the wife should be ready and willing to fulfill her husband's 
desire at all times, she is not allowed to fast voluntarily without his 
permission, The reason for this prohibition is that her "voluntary" 
fasting could interfere with her “obligatory” fulfillment of his desire. 
Abi Hurayrah (39) reported that Allah’s Messenger (8) said: 


ЖЛ, Gly ab SLY] Cols Ye, ЙД! ш; Yo 
Peps pedal Us tub Y| ols yay ace 3 
1 Recorded by Muslim. 


2 Recorded by at-Tirmith. Verified to be hasan by al-Albàni (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 
305). 
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Ca o>] а о ol 


4 woman may not fast, while her husband is 
present, except with his permission — except for 
Ramadan; and she may not admit anyone into his 
house, while he is present, except with his 
permission; and whatever she spends of his earning, 
without his permission, he will surely get half of the 
reward.) ! 


MODERATENESS IN WORSHIP 


Similar to fasting, the woman should avoid excessiveness in 
pefoming her acts of worship, because that could also interfere with 
ter obligation toward her husband. 

Abū Said al-Khudri (4) reported that the wife of Safwan Bin al- 
Muattil cam to Allah’s Messenger (8%) while Safwan and others of 
te sahabah were with him. She said, “О Allah’s Messenger! My 
husband Safwan Bin al-Mu'at til hits me when I pray, forces me to eat 
when I fast, and he does not pray the fajr prayer until the sun rises.” 
The Messenger ($) asked Safwan about her claims, and he replied, “О 
Allah's Messenger! As for saying that I hit her when she prays, it is 
каше she reads two sürahs (after al-Fatihah), causing me 
inconvenience — even though I told her not to do that.” Allah's 
Messenger (&&) said: 


«old CaS Sys CIS Sy 
df only one Sarah is recited, it would suffice the 
people» 


Safwan continued, “As for saying that I force her to break her fast, it 
is because she frequently fasts (voluntary fasting) — when I am a 
jung man and cannot endure that (because of my desire)." Allah’s 


Messenger (&&) said: 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 


p 














УА әш) У» 
fast without her husband’s 
r saying that I do not pray until the sun 


rom a family that is known to be like that 
ot wake up until it is close to sunrise.” 


tions with Other Men 
ust. Depending on her conduct, the wife 


r depravity for the whole family. In order 
ust and safeguard his honor, she must 


И jj als АУК 
sof) individuals that you need 


others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Irwa‘ul-Ghalil no. 2004). 
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— not ask about (because they are doomed): a man 

who departs from the Jama' ah, disobeys his imam 

(ruler), and dies in a state of disobedience; a female 

or male slave who runs away from his master and 

dies in that (fugitive) state; and a woman that, when 

her husband is absent — even though he had 

sufficed her from all worldly worries — she adorns 

herself in his absence (to other men). So, you need 

not ask about those.» ' 


AiooiNG UNNECESSARY TALK WITH OTHER MEN 


Awoman should not talk to the men without her husband's permission 
letter explicit or implicit). Even then, her talking with other men 
0010 be limited, formal, and to the point. 

‘Amr Bin al-As (%) reported: 


"ае! oie YI Ll cds ol ue" 
"The Prophet (&&) prohibited speaking to woman 
without their husbands’ permission." ? 


роон PRIVACY WITH OTHER MEN 


Te woman may not be alone in a private place with a man who is 
wither her husband nor her mahram. 

In ‘Umar ($) reported that Allah’s Messenger (4%) said: 
tall Jas nos E 2255 Де lia ро de Joy GEL Yr 
Let no man enter, after this day, to the privacy of 
a woman unless he has with him one or two other 





| Recorded by al-Bukhari (in al-Adab al-Mufrad) and al-Hakim. Verified to be 
uuhentic by al-Albani (Sahih ul-Jami' no. 3058 & as-Sahihah no. 542). 

1 Reoried by at-Tabardni (in al-Kabir). Verified to be authentic by al-Albàni 
(Sahih wl-Jami‘ no. 6813 & as-Sahihah no. 652), 
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Ton "Abbas ($) reported that Allah’s Messenger (É$) said: 


topo s le Jen Ys «e i$ eo YI зис 


«A woman may not travel except with a mahram. 
And no (unrelated) man may come into her presence 
unless she has a mahram with her. ? 


AVOIDING TRAVELLING WITHOUT MAHRAMS 


A woman may not travel without а mahram. Travel is a state in which 
а person is weaker and more liable to attacks or temptations. Even in 
today's modernized travel, a woman must have a man with her to 


protect and help her, 
Abi Hurayrah (5) reported that Allah’s Messenger (8) said: 


tap) lp: yl ны ol Ley ds Y 


tis not permissible for a woman to travel except in 
the company of a mahram.» ° 


And Abi Hurayrah (#5) reported that Allah’s Messenger (£&) said: 


ТЕЛИК 


dt is not permissible for a woman to travel the 
distance of a barid (one mailing station) * except in 
the company of a mahram who is prohibited for her 
(to marry, ° 


1 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad, 

1 Recorded by al-Bukhári, Muslim, and others. 

3 Recorded by Muslim. 

4” Ty Khuzaymah defined this as 12 Hashimi miles. Each Hashimi mile is 4000 
dim spans (60 cm), or 24 km, or 1.5 mi. Thus, a раг? is less than 20 miles. 

5 Recorded by Abü Dawid, al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Ай (Sahih ul-Jüni. no. 7302 & as-Sahihah no. 2421). 
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T d UNDRESSING OUTSIDE HER HOME 


oa should not undress outside her home. Some women had the 
ie of undressing and taking a bath in public facilities for females. 
fe Prophet (®) prohibited that and indicated that a woman who does 
ҮШ not deserve Allah’s cover and protection. 
Abt al-Malih al-Huthali (2%) reported that some women from 
| visited ‘A'ishah ($s). She asked them, “Аге you from the 
je who allow their women to go to public baths.” They replied, 
es” She then said that she heard Allah’s Messenger (&&) say: 


(езу с л 03 „ы C 51,2| Gl» 
«>з АШ Gu, Lou Ls уа Sa 225 


<Any woman who takes off her clothes in other than 

her husband's house has indeed broken off the veil 

between herself and Allah (3%).> ? 

Allah's 


Similarly, Umm Salamah (t$) reported that 


Messenger (Š) said: 
Пее WIGS «Lee 2 3 ls шер sl pal Gl» 
‘Any woman who takes off her clothes in other than 


her husband's house, Allah (35) will then remove 
His cover off her» ° 


The above hadiths also apply to a woman who undresses in public 
iting rooms or in any place where there is any chance for men or 
man to see parts of her body that only her husband may see. 


| AShàmi town north of Damascus. 

! Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tirmithi, Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be 
authentic by al-Albant (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no. 2710). 

1 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Hakim, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Albini (Sahih ul-Jami‘ no, 2708). 

















abode is her home. It provides her 
and keeps her away from suspicious 
would not go in and out of her home 
shy away from any place where she 
г being in their close proximity. Allah 
Believers, as well as all other women after 


СОЗАК 297-5 eee 
Jl eus onus Ys ire 45 59) 
r homes and do not display 
display of the former times of 


ыы; ‚ы, Jie pié 16) 


devoutly obedient (to 
husband’s) absence what 
m to guard (their husband's 
ets, еќс.)» ? 


ity is а good act that the Prophet (#) 
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pied. Ibn “Abbas (&) reported that Allah’s Messenger ($) once 

tto marry a woman from the Quraysh: Umm Hani’ Bint Abr 
lib. She had five or six little boys from a deceased husband. She 
jeclined the Prophet's ($$) offer, saying: 


“O Allah’s Messenger! You are the most beloved of 
Allah’s creation to me, and you are dearer to me than 
my hearing and eyesight. But I would hate for you to be 
annoyed by these boys morning and evening. And 
indeed, the husband’s right is great. So I am afraid that 
if I turn my care toward my husband, I would neglect 
my children’s right; and if I turn my care toward my 
children, I would neglect my husband’s right.” 


So Allah’s Messenger (8%) said: 
Jl le so iu Ls le LY AS, Lis 5» 
Coy 13 (3 Yas Де Д1, oro 03 


«Тһе best women to ever ride camels are the 
Quraysh women; they are most caring for their 
children during their childhood, and most caring for 
their husband in regard to what he owns.> ' 


SPENDING WITH HIS PERMISSION 


Awoman may not dispense any of her husband's possessions without 
lis permission or implicit consent (i.e., if she is sure that he would not 
nind) — not even charity. ‘Abdullah Bin “Amr (&) reported that 


Alis Messenger (2) said: 


(45 М Lhe sl aM 5,2 У 





1 Recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Sa'd. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (as- 
Sahihah по, 2523). The text of the Prophet' s (&&) words is also recorded by al- 


Bukhari, Muslim, and others, from Abū Hura è 'awi 
; yrah (285) and Mu‘awiyah (4 
(see as-Sahihah no. 2524). 4 d 
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for a woman to give a donation 


\bū Umamah al-Bahili (4) and others 
8) said in a speech during his Farewell 


ed for everyone his due right; thus 

e made to a (standard) heir. And a 

d anything from her house 
permission.» 

essenger! Not even food?" He replied, 

г best type of wealth.» > 


her husband's money, knowing that he 
yuld get half of the reward and he the 
опей that Allah's Messenger (8) said: 
ол ИД! cal 151 

ity from her husband’s 

uction, he gets half of the 

authentic by al-Albani (Sahih ul-Jami* 


d others. Verified to be authentic by 
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E Abū Hurayrah (4&) reported that Allah's Messenger (8%) 
Ys à oi Ji asl Y WLS Qo s, 5 ас gl il n "e Y» 
Өг Ml o А005 оа 2 ә ДА суа ЫАЛ Ley ssh 


dt is not permissible for a woman to fast, while her 
husband is present, without his permission — except 
for Ramadan. Nor is it permissible for her to admit 
anyone to his house except with his permission. And 
whatever charity she gives without his instruction, 
she would be given half of its reward. ? 


‘Aishah (855) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&&) said: 


ba Wo baie „2 Lg plab cya ЙД! сд 15)» 
ШЕ Us aol Ugo os), д Le 


«When a women gives away (as charity) from her 
home’s food, without causing harm (to the family), 
she earns her reward because of her spending, and 
her husband earns his reward because he provided 
(the food) ° 


Use oF HER OWN MONEY 


[iim gives the woman full right to ownership, and her husband has no 
ight to take any of her possessions (including her jewelry, dowry, 
dothing, etc.) without her permission. However, in order to maintain 
te harmony of the family and proper order within it — the husband 
king leader and the woman follower, some restrictions are placed on 





1 Recorded Бу al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
1 Recorded by al-Bukhari. 
} Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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ndi ng of her own money. | money except with her husband's per mission.» } 
ге the freedom of spending of her money at 
‘to her husband, conflicts would soon arise 
res with some of her husband's decisions or 
A simple example would be a case where the 
а car for his teenage son, but the wife 
him one from my own money.” 

most Wise, has decreed that a woman 


mportant note is due here concerning Muslims living in non- 
ini ois, Regardless of which one of the two spouses paid for 
or other major purchases, the laws of countries like the United 
o that the ownership is shared equally between the two 


wi money without her husband's permission (or puses. This is unfair, and it is prohibited for anyone to take that 
E Í wbich is not his own. 
Kalb Bin Malik ($) reported that Allah’s — Thus, if a woman is given half of her husband's property when he 







des or if he divorces her, she should not think that she has a right for 
it Rather, she must seek her true /s/4mic share and give up anything 


2) oil YI WL à i» ДУ 2% Куй that, remembering the Day when she will stand before 






















kim. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani 


Allah (&&) and He will judge justly between her and all those against 


e for a woman to donate of her Rte Кугезе. 
husband’s consent — once 
ge of her (at marriage)» ' 


Avoiding Pretence and False Claims 


Women often like to show-off what they have or pretend owning 
Теа tings that they do not. This is a practical way of lying that is 
We gy! el 2% роуа in Islam. A righteous woman is like а clear mirror that 
А 5 reflects a good picture. 

woman to (independently) Asma (85) reported that a woman said, “О Allah’s Messenger, I 
eed gains lae a co-wife. Is it wrong for me to pretend having things other than 


кү 2 эж 
e)» "tat my husband gave me (to tease her)?" He (Ж) replied: 


Р 
Айаз М 8$) said: Pos 5 ye B 
Allah’s Messenger (8%) sai Мо а oS bw ) 0» 


4 


о А person who pretends having that which he does 
not is like one who wears two garments of 


deception.» > 


| woman to spend of her 


IK 


others, Verified to be authentic by al- c. 
D XE 


by at-Tabarant (in al-Kabir) and others. Verified to be authentic by 
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shared responsibility between the two 
it is more emphasized for the wife because she 
with the children and is in position to 
1 and guidance with them. 


IG TO ISLAM 


est fruit of marriage. They are a standing 

failure. Guarding the children from all 

upon the good Islamic teaching is the only sure 
nd the hellfire. Allah (3#) says: 


4 LI . Ch mn5s 
ical ub ыш лш» 
Ум Буз Sb Ge 5007, 
оыс 
lieve! Protect yourselves and your 

e whose fuel is people and stones. 
angels who are harsh and 


EX Allah in what he 
but do what they are 


‘one of the woman's greatest 
pleasure and happiness to her heart 
riously handle this responsibility and 
ming some trivial money outside the 
shows on the television. 


feeding her children up to two 
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dista dels otis kb Gav ШЛ 
ME Yr i JI GE Cz 2 


«Mothers should nurse their children two complete 


years E. for whoever desires to complete the nursing 
term.» 


A woman may not forsake this important obligation unless she has 
alslamically acceptable excuse, such as a genuine medical problem. 
Women who deny their children their nursing rights are liable to 
punishment in the grave and in the Hereafter. 

Abt Umamah al-Bahili (4) reported that Allah’s Messenger (8%) 
sad: 


dies Yen „ЫЗ ла, 13515 (gd, ш] 3l SE LI Leg» 
Pilg? Ys “ы Y ol" clas" ael": 


«While I was sleeping, two men (angels) came to me, 
held my upper arms, and took me to a rough 
mountain. They said, “Climb.” I said, “I cannot 
dimb it" They said, *We will make it easy for 
you» 


He (&) continued: 
БЫДЫ 311825 14) ад ON 
“у al te La": IJG “©з! ode ш” sods 


So I ascended until I reached a high place in the 
mountain. I heard fierce cries and asked, ‘“What are 
those cries?" They replied, “That is the howling of 
the people of the Fire.» 


№8) continued: 


| AbBagarah 2:233. 


—-—— 
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4 a 
ilia fel a йй „у ОТБ. Sof e 
Sy MIA IEG a eli а... Jans 
орно ЧУ 3 


«We moved on until I saw people who were 
suspended from their Achilles’ tendons, their cheeks 
cut and gushing blood. I asked, “Who are those?” 
They replied, “Those are the ones who break their 
fast when that is not permissible." 


He (@) continued: 
УЕЗИ sr „ 
“Ж лу” "чур „Жен 
«We moved on until I saw people who were awfully 
swollen, and had the most foul stench and the most 


hideous appearance, I asked, “Who are those?” They 


replied, “Those are the dead of the kuffar (on the 
battlefield). 


He (@) continued: 
“уу, py JU чү oa" cS Mo А 14 


‘We moved on until Ї saw people who were awfully 
swollen, and had the most foul stench — their stench 
yas like that of gutters, I asked, “Who are those?" 


‘They replied, “Those are the male and female 
adulterers,” 


He (&) continued: 


Em. 5 
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eli UH E iga Cas Ul 138 о ДЫЛ Sy 
U U asl ase гуза” JY JU La" 

«We moved on until I saw women with snakes biting 

at their breasts. I asked, “What is wrong with 

those?” They replied, *Those are the women who 

deny their children their milk." 

je (@) continued: 


«эё OY ош LLL LI ISG «cg asl el 
€ aa (( gsh Уз”: JU KENS Q^ eds 


We moved on until I saw boys playing between two 
rivers. I asked, “Who are those?" They replied, 


"Those are the believers’ offspring (who die before 
puberty)» ' 


Conclusion 


Pey Muslim woman should seek to attain the qualities of a good 
"f by obeying Allah and His Messenger (8%) a path that surely 
ais to paradise. Also, by implementing these qualities, her marriage 
vil be full of happiness. The best of advice to every Muslim woman 
Slo avoid the ways of the kuffar. The kuffar do not build their 
milies on religion, but on their desires. They ignore the basic 
iiferences between men and women and treat them as equals in every 
ard. 

ln Islam, men and women have different roles. More “public” 
tiles are assigned to men, while women have more influence on the 
шт] affairs of the family and the raising of children. A Muslim 
Woman spends more time with the children than her husband does. If 
ое are not built on the foundation that Allah ordained, misery, 


ЕЕЕ eee 





| Recorded by Ibn Khuzaymah (no. 1986), Ibn Hibban, and others. Verified to 
authentic by al-Albant (Sahih ut-Targhib no. 991). 
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hatred, dissension, and corruption will surely rule. 

Allah will surely bless a marriage in which both the husband and 
wife obey Him and fulfill their obligations toward each other. 





CHAPTER 4 
THE MOTHERS OF THE BELIEVERS 


introduction 


те title “Mothers of the Believers” refers to the wives of the 
pophet (&). Allah (8) is the One who granted them this title: 


К «331425 55 ei fom e: t. 4, are ” 2,4. 
Vell (451 А155 01 са oa Sao SI ell) 


«The Prophet has more right on the believers than 
themselves, and his wives are their mothers.» ' 


The Mothers of the Believers deserve special regard and respect. 
They are the women that Allah chose for the intimate company of His 
Messenger ($). They conveyed to us a great deal of knowledge from 
their husband, Allah's Messenger (8%). Like one's own mother, Allah 
pohibited marrying any of the Mothers of the Believers after the 


Prophet (@): 
2 11,555 ol Y, АЙ}, b S55 ol 5) 9 C) 
OF oll «О Clas alll aie SU 575 $1 „ТЇ sax 
«t is not (allowed) for you to harm Allah's 


Messenger or marry his wives after him, ever. 
Indeed, that would be in Allah's sight an enormous 


(sin).» ? 


In this chapter, we present a brief overview about each one of the 
Mothers of the Believers. The reason for this is their important role in 
rating to us most of what we know about the Prophet's ($) married 
— 2 ЗИНА 
| ААД 33:6. 

1 Адад 33:53, 
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assasat ur-Risalah, Beirut, 1419 (1998). 


i (The Islamic History), Mahmuüd Shakir, al- 
làm ni, Beirut, 1411 (1991). 


lid (85) was the best of all women of her time. 
of Khuwaylid Bin Asad Bin ‘Abd il-'Uzza Bin 
rom the Quraysh. Before Zslām, she was called at- 
). 

wealthy woman, and she hired the Prophet (&&) to 
i to Sham'. Noticing his honesty and good 
i, she offered herself to him in marriage, and he agreed. 
phet (&), she was married to Abü Halah Bin 
to Atiq Bin “Abid Bin 'Abdillah Bin ‘Umar 
ophet (#) married her when he was twenty-five 


orty. 
iet (&$) seven children: three boys (al-Qasim, at- 
d four girls (Ruqayyah, Zaynab, Umm 
h) > The boys died in their early childhood, and 
died in al-Madinah during the Prophet's (&&) 
5) died a few months after her father. 
son to believe in the Prophet (&&) and 


and confirmed, the historians differ in regard to 
hat some of them say that he had no boys at all from 
ї һе only had al-Qasim, and so on. 
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pum 
CPU ш еле ata by 
o Khadijah, Jibril gives you salam.» 
АЈ Gey ope да gle 157 да Uy 


© Muhammad, give salam to Khadijah from her 
Lord. ! 


Khadijah was one of the three complete women that Allah’s 


Messenger ($) named: 


ИУ 21 а JOS lo «pat Sled ce JOS» 
Ја, (th > Cy iam, e) Ыс Cx PPT OE 
КА SL (gle ПЕТ Lil Де АЕ 


«Many men were complete (in faith, character, and 
lajwà) but only (three) women were complete: 
Asiyah the wife of Pharaoh, Maryam Bint ‘Imran, 
and Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid. And the excellence of 
‘Aishah over other women is like the excellence of 
tharid ? over other types of food.» ° 


Also, the Prophet ($$) named her as one of four who are the best 
women of all times: 


abe eu 4, Olas c mu^ әл WLS! ZU) ees) 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

1 A dish made of bread and meat broth. It is full of nutrients and easy to digest. 

J Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others from Abū Masa al-Ash‘ari. The 
part about Khadijah is only recorded by Ibn Mardawayh from Qurrah Bin Iyas 
(see Sahih ш-Јаті no. 4578). 
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of the people’s women are four: Maryam 
Khadijah Bint Khuwaylid, Fatimah 


not get bored of mentioning her, praising her, and 
rgiveness for her. One day, her jealousy won oer 
ommented, “Allāh has given you better than that old woman.” 

igns of extreme anger on his face. She felt so sorry for 
at, and thought to herself, “О Allah, if you take away Your 
ger, I will never again say anything bad about her.” 
f (8) noticed her regret he said: 


i ad alll, Sods AS» 


р ips WI za 2355, «o4 UJ ce, 3l 


d | you haye said that! By Allah, she 
me when the other people rejected me, 
sheltered me when the other people expelled me. 
granted children from her, whereas you 
were denied to have children from me» 


le continued to say that to me, morning and 
ull month." ? 
Aishah (885) said that Allah’s Messenger (#) 


ithi, and others, from Anas and Jabir. Verified to 
(Sahih ul-Jami no. 3328 & 3143). 

in ath-Thurriyat ut-Tahirah. Verified to be hasan by 

т A'lām in-Nubal@ 2:112). 
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АТ gal b» 


pe Fragile Vessels 
gh ll Bde gg coal ad. Kee gs 
ср ty gaps uu, AT ur»: «eld ser > WL d 


No, Allah did not give me anyone who is better. She 
believed in me when the other people disbelieved, 
made me a partner in her wealth when the other 
people refused to give me, and Allah granted me 
children from her whereas he denied me children 
from anyone else.> ! 


Khadijah (t$) ranks high among the Muslim women of all time. 
his Was a result of her unwavering support of her best of husbands. 
Sie believed in him, offered him emotional and financial support, and 
rasured him in times of worry. Allah granted her Jannah for this 
vial role that she played in the life of the Prophet (8%), and hence, 
inthe life of every Muslim. The Prophet treasured her memory and 
ipt relations with her friends long after her death. Allah granted her 
tk position of being the mother of all the decedents of the 
Prophet (&). All Muslim women should benefit from the example of 
Khadijah. 

Khadijah (68) died three years before Hijrah, and was buried in al- 
Hajûn (a mountain above Makkah). She was then about sixty-five years 
Old. 


Sawdah Bint Zam'ah 


Sawdah Bint Zam‘ah Bin Qays (t$) was from the Quraysh. She was 
peviously married to as-Sakran Bin “Amr al-Amiri, and they both 
were among the earliest people to embrace Islam. She migrated with 
lim to al-Habashah (Abyssinia). After their return, he died, and the 
Prophet (É) later on married her. He married her in Makkah during 
Ramadan on the tenth year of his prophethood. She was approximately 
inher fifties when they got married. Immediately after his Hijrah, he 
bought her to join him in al-Madinah. 





1 Recorded by Ahmad, and substantiated by the previous report. 

















old age, Sawdah soon lost interest іп men and felt 
le to fully please the Prophet ($). Thus, when the 
A'ishah, Sawdah gave up her turn with him to 
ease him — in case he had any thoughts of 


ti : aughter of as-Siddiq (the most truthful): Abü 
Abi Quhafah "Uthmàn Bin ‘Amir Bin Kab 


n q Amir Bin Uwaymir, from the Kinana 
was born e Islam. She said, “I never saw my 


years before Hijrah. That was the same year that 
wdah. She migrated with her parents to al-Madinah, 
consummated his marriage with her immediately 


er, the standards concerning the age of marriage were 
er cultures. There are many documented cases of girls 


‘the so-called “civilized” young girls of our time, 
ses of “teen” pregnancy, fatherless children, 
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“allah’s Messenger ($$) married me (i.e. made the 
contract) shortly after the death of Khadijah, when I 
was six years old. I was brought in to him (for marriage 
consummation) when I was nine. Some women came to 
me when I was playing on a swing, my hair long and 
reaching my shoulders. They adorned and beautified me, 
and then took me to him." ! 


Asma Bint Yazid Bin as-Sakan ^ reported that she adorned 
ishah (85) for the Prophet (&&) and then invited him to come and 
«e her. He came and sat next to her. He was given a large cup of 
nik. He drank some of it and then gave it to her. She shyly lowered 
kr head, and Asma scolded her saying, “Do not reject Allah's 
Messenger’s offer.” So she took the cup and drank some. The 
Pophet (&&) then told her, «.v67 ac» «Give your friend.» Asma’ 
wi, “O Allah’s Messenger! First take it back and drink from it, then 
ео me with your hand.” He took it, drank from it, and then gave 
ittoher. She sat down, put it on her knees, and turned it around until 
lad her lips on the spot where the Prophet (4%) drank °. Then he 
pied to some other women who were with her and said, 
ПО Ji» «Give your friends.» They said, “We have no desire for 


venereal diseases, drug addictions, and so on. 

Furthermore, in tropical and hot climates, it is very common for the girls 
io mature at a very early age, which was the case with ‘A’ishah (Wi), as is 
obvious from numerous actions and incidents that are reported about her during 
her “teens” life with Allah's Messenger (8%). 

Finally, there is no doubt that Allah (©) has chosen ‘A’ishah (WS) and 
prepared her, from her early years, to be a worthy carrier of a great portion of 
the knowledge of prophethood. 

| Recorded by Abü Dawid. Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al-Arna'üt 
(Siyaru A'lam in-Nubala’ 2:228). 

1 She was Muth Bin Jabal's cousin: one of the Ansar women who gave her 
covenant to the Prophet E) during Bay'at ur-Ridwan. She lived until the time 
of Yazid Bin Mu‘dwiyah. 

! Seeking the blessing from Allàh's Messenger’s (8%) touch. 
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Us, exe Gand Yo 


play with dolls, and some of my young 
nds used to come to play with me. When 
er (Š$) came home, they would hide 
when he left, they would come back. And he 
d them to play with me.” ? 


that when Allah’s Messenger ($) came back 
(or Khaybar), she had an alcove covered with 
lew away the curtain exposing some dolls. He 
sl» «What is this, О "A'ishah? She replied, 
"Не saw in their midst a horse with leather wings 
bas c) call lU» «What is this that I see in their 
horse.” He asked, «abe i) li» Ly» «And what 
it? She replied, “Two wings.” He exclaimed, 
se with two wings?» She said, *Haven't you 

horses with wings?” So he laughed until she 
1 3 


е, let me race you» They raced, and she won 


rified to be hasan by al-Albani (Adab uz-Zifaf p. 92). 





Prophet (@) on another journey. He told his companions, «. 1,2.» 
yore ahead of us» Then he told her, «.sú LÍ s> Jl» «Come, let 
gre you» They raced, and he won the race. He said, «.cUky ois» 
his win is for that (previous) one ' 

Aishah (885) also reported that once some Abyssinians came as 
1&kgition to the Prophet (&&). During a ‘d day, they played inside 
ИШ with their spears. ‘Umar (<8) wanted to stop them, but the 
Ile (Œ) told him, ‹. г>» «Leave them alone» ^ The Prophet (&&) 
wod at the door leading from ‘A’ishah’s room into the Masjid and 
itd her to stand behind him and watch their games. She added: 


"They played inside the Masjid. Allah’s Messenger (&%) 
used his over-garment to cover me as I watched. I stood 
- behind him, my chin on his shoulder, and my face 
against his. He waited patiently until I satisfied my 
curiosity and wanted to leave — So you should 
understand a young girl's need (for play)." ? 


TEONLY VIRGIN 


Їй (25) developed into a beautiful fair woman. That is why she 
пше al-Humayra : the little white one ^. 

The Prophet (&&) did not marry a virgin other than "A'ishah (ws); 
aishe used to boast about that to him. She once asked him, “О 
Ali's Messenger, if you were to stop for rest in a valley in which 
jwfind trees that have been grazed on, and one tree on which no one 
is pred, on which tree would you make your camel graze?” He 





| Rented by an-Nasai, Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
Авал (sali ul-Jami‘ no. 7007). 

1 The pat about ‘Umar is recorded by Muslim and an-Nasai from Abū 
Haya (49). 

} Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 

‘ Ih fict, hamr@ means “red”, and humayra means “little red" (both in the 
fminine gender). But the early Arabs often applied the “red” description to 
“wie things, reserving the "white" description for "purity" and related 
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ly JS) el iz-Jh <The tree on which no one has 
he said, “I am that tree." ! 


et (É) loved ‘A’ishah (t) more than all his other wives. 
1 al-Às (85) reported that he asked Allah’s Messenger (&), 
Messenger! Who is the most beloved to you among the 
e replied, «2212» «A'ishah» He asked, “And from among 
replied, «.&,h «Her father» ? 
ophet’s (&&) extreme love to "A'ishah (s$) was a public 
among the Muslims — and he ($) would not love but 

igs. Thus he chose the best two individuals of his Ummah as 
oved ones. When a person loves them, that would indicate his 
and his Messenger (&&); and when a person hates them, 
jot be worthy of the love of Allah and His Messenger (&). 


LOVER OTHER WOMEN 


$) excels over other women by qualities that made the 
tate: 


КООШ I ais Lal le Lisle рл» 


excellence of 'A'ishah over other women is like 
cellence of tharid over other types of food. ° 


must be based on a divine command, which made the 
e her more than his other wives. 

een in the next chapter, ‘A’ishah (s$) was the only 
Mothers of the Believers that Jibril came with the 
he Prophet ($) while he was under the same blanket 
imber of occasions, the Prophet ($) would say to her: 


ukhàri and Muslim. 
Muslim, and others from Anas. A similar statement has 
п ће hadith of Abū Misa. 
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a 


© ‘Aishah, Jibril is here, and he gives you 
ийт» ' 


qe (RET SLANDER 


ging the great position of "A'ishah (t$) in the Prophet’s (H&) 
ш, the hypocrites tried to attack him in his honor through her. In 
{fj he Prophet (#4) was returning to al-Madinah from al-Muraysi 
yi Aishah (s$) was with him, and was then twelve years old. 
puthe end of the trip, the army stopped for rest. 

jist before their night departure, “A’ishah found her necklace 
sing and went searching for it. She came back to find that the army 
il departed. She wrapped herself in her clothes and sat waiting for 
we people to come back for her. After a while, she fell asleep. 

Swan Bin al-Mu‘at tal (4) was riding behind the army, trying 
sach up with it. He reached ‘A’ishah’s place in the morning, saw 
k dak figure, and realized who she was. He dismounted off his 
awl and waited for her to ride on it, then walked in front of her, 
ling the camel, until he caught up with the army where it stopped 
git for rest near noon. 

This was a golden chance for the head of the hypocrites, “Abdullah 
ik Abi Salil, and his supporters to slander ‘Aishah, her 
bwd (8), and the whole Ummah, by accusing her of committing 
3i with Safwan. 

This grieved the Prophet (&&) and the Muslims for a full month — 
sil Allah revealed ten ауд; declaring her innocence and condemning 
iine who joined in slandering her ? The Prophet (&%) then told 
i 


cA af, әй alll, ub» 
dndeed, by Allah, Allah has declared your 


o ЗИ 


| 
| “ed by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
24:11-20, 
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innocence!» ! 





‘RisHau’s JEALOUSY 


Despite the great love that the Prophet (&&) showed to 'A'ishah (5%), 
she was extremely jealous over him. Some incidents demonstrating this 
are cited in the next chapter. It is interesting to note, as we saw earlier, 
that her jealousy extended to Khadijah («à») who died three years 


before her marriage. She said: 


"I was never jealous of any woman as much as I was 
jealous of Khadijah — because of Allah’s 
Messenger's ($) frequent mention of her.” ? 


Anas and Umm Salamah (t$) reported that once when the 
Prophet (&&) was in 'A'ishah's house with some of his companions, 
Umm Salamah sent to him a plate of food. When ‘A’ishah (cds) saw 
it, she took a rock the size of a hand and hit the plate with it, breaking 
it to two pieces. The Prophet (&) gathered the plate's parts and told 


his companions: 
Као AIS Sul эе Ls 
«Eat — your mother has been jealous! Eat — your 


mother has been jealous.» 


So they ate. The Prophet (&&) then kept the broken plate in ‘A’ishah’s 
house, sent a good plate of hers to Umm Salamah, and said: 


(pabs ор, «eus «Ul» 


<A comparable plate for a (damaged) plate, and a 
comparable food for a (damaged) food. ? 


1 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others from ‘A’ishah (web), 


2 Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
8 Recorded by an-Nasa', Ibn Majah, and others. Verified to be authentic by al 


Albani (Inwà 'ul-Ghalil no. 1523). 
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Aishah (885) reported that one night she could not find the 
pope (Š) next to her. Then she found him (praying), so she passed 
fingers through his hair (to see if he had showered). He said: 


«. ou Ш.2 Hele әз» 
Your devil has surely come to you!» 


ей, “O Allah’s Messenger! Do you not have a devil?" He 
gie: 
Gelli ale ы] Ж SU, «bo 


(Yes indeed, but Allah helped me against him so that 
he embraced Islam.» ' 


Aistah (85) reported that she missed the Prophet (8%) one night 
ai thought that he went to another one of his wives. She started 
hing for him and found him praying, in ruka@ or sujzd, whispering: 


ecl YI aly Котер ab» 


Subhanaka wa-bihamdik, la ilaha Ша ant — Exalted 
be You, and praise to You; there is no god (worthy 


of being worshipped) except You.» 


lien said, “May my father and mother be your ransom: Indeed, 
wae involved іп one affair (worship), and I in a different affair 


tuy)" ? 

‘ishah (c$) reported that one night when it was her turn with 
llis Messenger (Ё), he retired to bed, took off his upper garment, 
hitoff his shoes and put them near his feet. He then spread the edge 
this а (lower garment), and lied down. He waited until he thought 
she was asleep, then quietly got up and took his upper garment, 





| Recorded by an-Nasa t. Verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahrhu Sunan in- 


Nasa по, 3696). 
1 Recorded by Muslim, ап-Ма$@т, and others. 
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put on his shoes, opened the door and stepped out, quietly closing it 
behind him. ‘A'ishah quickly put on her dress, wore her head-cover, 
wrapped around her izar, and ran after him. 
The Prophet (&&) walked to al-Baqi ', stood for a long time, and 
raised his hands three times. Then he turned around, and ‘A’ishah 
tumed; he trotted, and she trotted; he ran, and she ran — until they 
both reached the houses. She hurried ahead of him and entered her 
house. As soon as she lied down, he (&&) entered and exclaimed, 
iil) Ub ШЕП dL» «What is wrong with you, О ‘Aish’, 
panting and your abdomen rising and falling?» She replied, 
“Nothing О Allah’s Messenger." He said, «. 3! Ci lal (5 5c 2,5% 
«You either tell me, or the Most-Subtle and Well-Aware will tell 
me» So she said, "May my father and mother be a ransom for you, 
O Allah's Messenger," and she told him what had happened. He asked, 
ttal, el УЛ! esu» «So you were the black thing that I saw 
before те?» She replied, "Yes!" He pushed her playfully in the chest 
and said, ТИТА сш» «Did you think that Allah and 
His Messenger would be unfair to you (by giving your rightful time 
to another wife)?> She said, “Whatever the people hide, Allah knows.” 
He said: 


Eee dia iol lols «euo Ж» UT Jae obi 
КОО С, ul of Ca о, asd ab; 
reus даз ell Jal (ob ol Sab e, gl” EE 


<Yes! Verily, Jibril came to me when you saw that. 
He called me without letting you hear, and I 
responded to him without letting you know. He was 
not to enter into your house after you have laid 
down your clothes. I thought that you had slept, and 
hated to wake you up, fearing that you would feel 


1 A graveyard to the north of the Prophet' s (&&) Masjid in which many of the 
sahabah and Mothers of the Believers wqere buried. 
2 A nickname with which Allah's Messenger (BB) sometimes called his wife. 
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lonely (if you knew that I was leaving). Jibril told 
me, “Your Lord commands you to go to the (dead) 
people of al-Baqi and ask forgiveness for them.» 


їйї (8) asked, “What should I say for them, О Allah’s 
\esenger?” He (É$) instructed: 


es А дыл! cp JL Jal che ALI» 
tipi ec Ls a] Gl, cee SLI, Leo сыла 


As-Salāmu ‘ala ahl id-diyari min al-mu'minina wal- 
muslimin, wa-yarham Ullah ul-mustaqdimina тіппа 
wal-mustakhirin, wa-innà in ѕһаа Шаһи bikum 
lalühiqün. 

Peace be on the dwellers of these places — of 
believers and Muslims. May Allah have mercy upon 
the earlier and later among us. Certainly, we will 
follow you when Allah wills. ' 


ДАМА. FIGHT 


18 Thulhijjah of 35 Н, 'Uthman (4) was assassinated through a 
jot by ‘Abdullah Bin Saba’ and other enemies of Islam. A few days 
der that, “Ali ($) was appointed as the new Khalifah. “Ali, ‘A’ishah, 
ud the other chief sahabah were intent on resolving the problems 
їйїр Uthman’s (45) assasination — most importantly, finding 
ad punishing the assassins, and reestablishing the authority of the 
ШЇ. 

However, Ibn Saba’ and his followers continued their plotting, and 
weeded in dragging the sahabah into a fight against each other, with 
Aishah, Talhah, and az-Zubayr on one side against “Ali, ‘Ammar, 
‘ad other companions. That was called the battle of al-Jamal, because 
itcentered around the camel carrying "A'ishah's howdah. 

The battle took place in the middle of Jumada al-Akhirah 36 Н. 
Ai (&) won the battle, but after more than ten thousand Muslims, 





| Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others. 


112 The Fragile Vessels 


Chapter 4 


including Talhah and az-Zubayr, were killed. 

After winning the battle, “Ali treated “A’ishah respectfully, and 
sent her safely to her home. ‘Ammar Bin Y4sir (ә) said in a speech 
prior to the fight, “Indeed, we know that she is our Prophet’s ($) wife 
in the first and last lives." ' 

‘Aishah’s and her supporters’ involvement in that fight was based 
on ijtihad, and was for the pleasure of Allah. Yet, they realized later 
that their position was wrong, and ‘A’ishah (ws) deeply regretted that 
till her last days. 


DEATH 


‘A'ishah (s$) conveyed a great amount of knowledge from the 
Prophet ($$) and a number of his companions, including Abū Bakr and 
‘Umar (t). Her recorded narrations аге more than two thousand, three 
hundred of which are recorded in al-Bukhari, Muslim, or both. 
‘A'ishah (w$) was generous and charitable, and she lived a very 
moderate living. 
‘A'ishah (s$) died іп 57 Н in al-Madinah and was buried in al- 
Baqi. 


Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah 


Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah Bin al-Harith Bin ‘Abdillah al- 
Hilaliyyah (Еф) was also called Umm ul-Masakin (Mother of the 
Needy) because of her great benevolence. She and Maymünah were 
maternal sisters. 

She was previously married to at-Tufayl Bin al-Harith. After his 
death, his brother ‘Ubaydah Bin al-Harith married her. The latter was 
killed in the battle of Uhud, so Allah’s Messenger ($) married her 
soon thereafter. 

She remained with Allah’s Messenger ($) only for about two 
months and then died at the age of thirty. She was the first of the 
Mothers of the Believers to be buried in al-Baq?. 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhari and at-Tirmithi. 
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gn Salamah’s (c$) name was Hind Bint Abr Umayyah. She was 
athe Makhzüm branch of the Quraysh. She was the cousin of 
piid Bin al-Walid and Abū Jahl Bin Hisham. 

She was a most beautiful woman, and of a most honorable descent. 
Sie Was among the first Muslim women who migrated to al- 
Jin. Prior to the Prophet (&&), she was married to his foster- 
iter, Abi Salamah Bin ‘Abd il-Asad al-Makhziimi (2). 


[ERAGE TO THE PROPHET 
fan Salamah (t$) reported that she once heard Allah’s 
\esenger (@) say: 

Ul ol L Jii iuao amas pls с Li» 


Fae dull el Ф, 4I ps Ш ED” 
Bilge [5 4) 201 Cd SIE Ga 1s J cal, 


Whenever an affliction strikes a Muslim and he says 
as Allah commanded him, *«To Allah we belong, 
and to Him will we return,» O Allah, reward me for 
my affliction and substitute it for me with that which 
is better," Allah will surely substitute it for him with 
that which is better.» 


Ins when Abii Salamah died, she thought, “Who among the Muslims 
tbe better than Abū Salamah? He is from the first family that 
tigated to Allah’s Messenger (#8)! Yet, she said the above 
implication, and Allah substituted him for her with Allah’s 
Vesenger (68). Allah's Messenger ($) sent Hatib Bin Abi Balta'ah 
thing her hand in marriage. She told him, "I have a daughter (to 
00), and am a jealous woman (and you have several wives).” So 


Alis Messenger ($$) said: 





Chapter 4 114 The Fr. agile Vessels 


Ci dU Co ДАШ) esl, Lee Ыс, of aU! peaa uis Ui 
«As for her daughter, we ask Allah to suffice her 
from her. And I ask Allah to remove her 
jealousy.” ! 


In another report, Umm Salamah (s$) said that when АМ 
Salamah ($) died, she went to the Prophet ($$) and told him, “0 
Allah’s Messenger (#8)! Abū Salamah has passed away.” He instructed 
her to say: 


(Rao „йр Ane E » «Al, T И] RU 


© Allah, forgive me and him, and succeed him for 
me with that which is good.» 


She concluded, “Allah then succeeded him for me with one who is 
better for me than him: Muhammad (&&)!" ? 

The Prophet (#5) married her in 4 Н. She was then approximately 
thirty. All three of her children, ‘Umar, Salamah, and Zaynab, became 
sahabah. And she also was one of the knowledgeable sahābah. 


DEATH 


Umm Salamah was the last of the Mothers of the Believers to die. She 
lived until she was informed about the killing of al-Husayn Bin 
‘All (4). That greatly saddened her, and she died soon after. This was 
in 61 H, and she was then approximately ninety years old. She was 
buried in al-Baqi'. 


Hafsah Bint 'Umar 
Hafsah (85) was the daughter of ‘Umar Bin a-Khattab Bin 
Nufayl (45) from the Quraysh. Her mother was Zaynab Bint Mazin, 


1 Recorded by Muslim, al-Bayhaqi, and Ahmad. 
2 Recorded by Muslim, al-Bayhagi, and others. 
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{тїп Bin Maz'ün sister. 


Hafsah was previously married to Khunays Bin Huthafah as-Sahmri. 
He was one of the early Muslims who migrated first to al-Habashah 
(Abyssinia). He fought in Badr and Uhud, and died from his wounds 


git after Uhud on the third year of al-Hijrah. 
After Khunays's death, ‘Umar offered Hafsah to Abū Bakr and 


{ihman, but they both declined marrying her. This upset ‘Umar, but 
the Prophet (&&) consoled him saying: 
Glis о „> з уа Late Ty y» 
iai o^ re 5 o^ olie бэт 
One who is better than ‘Uthman will marry 


Hafsah, and ‘Uthman will marry one who is better 
than Hafsah.> ' 


When the Prophet (&&) married Hafsah, she was approximately 
twenty years old. The Prophet (#&) divorced her once, probably for 
exposing a secret that he commanded her to keep (as will be discussed 
telow), but Allah ordered him to take her back. He said: 


Lob ina eb (898). hop os JU» 
(Ux) jules; Wels b Lalo 


gibril told me, “Take back Hafsah, because she 
extensively fasts and prays at night, and she will be 
your wife in Jannah.” ? 


She died in approximately 41 H in al-Madinah. 





1 Recorded by al-Bukhart and Ibn Sa‘d from Ibn ‘Umar (Ф). 

1 Recorded by Abū Dawid, an-Nasai, and others, from ‘Umar and Ibn 
‘Umar (Ф). Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al-Arna üt (Siyaru A'lam in- 
Nubala’ 2:228). 
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Mut talib Bin Hashim, the Prophet's (#8) paternal aunt. 
approximately 20 years before the beginning of the 

lon. 

d Islam in Makkah early during the mission of the 

and was married to Zayd Bin Harithah, the таула (freed 

llah's Messenger ($$). Their marriage was not successful 

d with divorce. Immediately after, Allah's command came 

net (8%) to marry her. ! 

to boast about that and say: 

: /our parents who gave you in marriage; but as for 

Allah gave me in marriage from above His 


„2 


righteous, generous, and charitable. The Prophet (Ё) said: 
ra «15,1 „ 5,2 Ss „1 
ће one among you (my wives) who will join me 


st is the one with the longest arms (i.e., most 
table)» ° 


| bf them (the Mothers of the Believers) used to 
ete in being charitable, but Zaynab excelled 
se she used to work (to earn money) and then give 


JI 
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at some of the narrators thought (that it applied to 
M. 


ah (8) also described her saying: 


"She was the one who rivaled me in status with Allah’s 

Messenger (É$). I have not seen a more righteous 

woman than Zaynab, пог one with more taqwa of Allah, 

- more truthful speech, more kindness to her relatives, 
more benevolence, and more dedication in the work that 

- she did for charity ... except for a hot temper that she 
had, but quickly restrained. May Allah be pleased with 
her.” 1 


The above hadith indicates that Zaynab died before Sawdah. She 
fedin 20 H, and ‘Umar () prayed over her. She was buried in al- 


hi. 


lwayriyah Bint al-Harith 


livayriyah (te) was the daughter of al-Harith Bin Abi Dirar. Her 
ше was Barrah, but the Prophet changed it to Juwayriyah 7. She was 
fm the tribe of al-Mus taliq, and was taken as а war-captive during 
te battle of al-Murayst in 5 Н. When the Prophet (&&) married her, 
ie was twenty years old, and she died approximately 50 years later. 

She was a most beautiful woman, as attested by her co-wife 


їй (do): 


“When Allah’s Messenger (&&) divided the war captives 
of the tribe of al-Mustaliq, Juwayriyah Bint al-Harith 
was given to Thabit Bin Qays Bin ash-Shammas (or a 
cousin of his). She made a contract with him to free 
herself for money. She was a most beautiful woman, no 
one seeing her but being baffled by her beauty. She 
came to Allah’s Messenger (&&) seeking his help in 

EEE 

| Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad. 

1 Tisis recorded by Muslim and others from Ibn ‘Abbas (%). 

з 
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herself off. 

ah, when I saw her at my door, I hated her 
uty), and knew that Allah’s Messenger (#%) 
her what I have found (of beauty). She 
in and said, ʻO Allah's Messenger! I am 
jah Bint al-Harith Bin Abi Dirar, the chief of 


ware. I have been allotted to Thabit Bin Qays 
hammas (or a cousin of his). I have made a 
with him to pay myself off, and came seeking 
your help in that.’ He said, «05 c „> U з» «Would 
y 0! ou like to consider a better deal?> She asked, ‘What 
is it, O  Allàh's Messenger? He said, 
| ыш is uh I pay that off for you and 
n уш Se said, ‘Certainly, О Allah’s 
Messenger.’ He said, «.clsi .3» «It is done» 
ES the news came out that Allah’s 
ger (#8) had married Juwayriyah, the Muslims 
f E er captives from al-Mus taliq, who had become 
the Prophet’s (&&) brethren in law. Thus, one hundred 
olds from al-Mus taliq were freed, and I do not 
w any woman who brought more blessings to her 


yah’s (#5) name was Ramlah Bint Abi Sufyan. Abi 
e was Sakhr Bin Harb Bin Umayyah Bin ‘Abd Shams 


nd Ibn Hisham. Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al- 
Nubal 2:262). 
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i Bier to marry her. An-Najashi married her to the 

$), gave her four thousand dirhams and presents, and sent 

] ‘Madinah guarded by Sharhabil Bin Hasanah. She arrived in 

tia on the sixth year of al-Hijrah, and was then over thirty 
old. 

nt during the rule of her brother Mu'awiyah, in 42 or 44 H. 


sfyyah Bint Huyayy 


Wiyah Bint Huyayy Bin Akhtab Bin Sa'yah (t$) descended from 
i prophet Hardin (888), who in turn descended from І амт (Levi) Bin 
її (Jacob) Bin Ishaq (59). 

She was previously married to Salam Bin Abi al-Haqiq, and then 
lis brother Кіпапаћ Bin Abi al-Hagiq. Kinanah was killed during 
Кш of Khaybar, and Safiyyah was taken as a war-captive, but the 
Юй! (@) freed her and married her. She was then approximately 
ienteen years old. 

She was noble, honorable, wise, beautiful, and righteous. Anas 
moned that once Safiyyah heard that Hafsah said about her that, “She 
їйїр but the daughter of a Jew." She wept because of this, and 
iten Allah's Messenger ($) saw her weeping and asked her why, she 
Міш what Hafsah had said. He (&&) said: 


(due 5р 5 gh Cod |, «eod Фе ols “сє? poi «bl» 


dndeed, you are a prophet's daughter (Нагап); and 
indeed, your uncle (Musa) is a prophet; and indeed, 
yu are married to a prophet. So, why is she 


boasting over you?» 


E then told Hafsah, «.д.22> Vl uc 
Ми! 


She died approximately in 50 Н in al-Madinah and was buried in 


<Have taqwa of Allah, O 





| Recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmithi. Verified to be authentic by Shu'ayb al- 


a (Siyaru A'lām in-Nubala’ 2:233). 
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ul-Harith Bin Hazn al-Hilaliyyah (8) was the sister 

the wife of al-Abbas. Thus, she was the aunt of 

Malic Ibn ‘Abbas ($). 

she was married to Masüd Bin 'Amr ath-Thagafi 
her. She then married Abü Ruhm Bin 'Abd il- 

Ruhm died, the Prophet (4%) married her in Thul- 

after he (&&) had completed his ‘Umrah. 

‘noble woman. ‘A’ishah described her saying: 


„ Maymünah is now gone. Indeed, she surely 

most righteous among us, and the kindest 
relatives." ! 

oximately in 50 H, and was buried in Sarif, which is 
an suburb where the Prophet (4%) married her. 


qas, who was the king of Alexandria and Egypt, sent 
zift in 7 H. 

Egyptian of fair complexion. She embraced Islam 
dinah. The Prophet (8%) veiled her like his 


bn Sad. Verified to be hasan by Shu'ayb al- 
а 2:244), 
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table summarizes some important dates concerning the 
of the Believers. "Marriage" refers to the year that they got 
| to the Prophet (8%). It should be noted that many of the 
ng dates are approximate, and the historians considerably differ 
come of them. For example, some historians say that Sawdah died 
259; others say that she died near the end of 'Umar's khilafah. We 
selow the dates that appeared most correct to us. 
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that the Prophet (44) married but did not 
They were: 


, A'ishah (4) reported that when al- 
mitted to the Prophet’s (&%) presence and he 
d, “Айли billahi mink — I ask Allah to protect 
Шш iately divorced her saying: 


Ш id bein code ad 


Ive sought protection from the Great 
г family» | 
i, ? 


‘that she regretted this for the rest of her life. 


I" 5 
К. 


fajah, and others. 








|. CHAPTER 5 
THE PROPHET & HIS WIVES 


the Prophet (É&) with his wives is amazing indeed. It 
stounding combination of human nature with prophethood 
an nature taken to sublime levels of compassion and 
and the prophethood maintaining its supremacy amidst the 
king incidents that could arise between married people. 

ta o brings to life the personalities of his wives — the Mothers 

di Believers. They were real human females who had many of the 
characters (not necessarily vices) of females, such as jealousy, 
| 1 uncontrollable anger. 

[2 ve presented i in the previous chapter a few incidents that took 
tween the Prophet ($) and his wives. In what follows, we 
some additional ones — especially those that are particularly 

ef UM more details. ^ vast number of lessons can be 











cant g some obscure incidents or deriving some important morals. 


TeProphet's Wives Form Two Teams 


Te Mothers of the Believers ($) formed themselves into two 
”, the first led by "A'ishah (t$), and the other by 
h (c$). The goal of each “team” was attracting (as much 
the Prophet's ($$) recognition and love. 










reported that Allah’s Messenger's (É&) wives were two 
team included 'A'ishah, Hafsah, Safiyyah, and Sawdah, 
"team included Umm Salamah and the rest of Allah's 
t 


123 
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Messenger's ($$) wives '. Knowing Allah's Messenger's (8) superior 
love of A'ishah, the Muslims who wanted to give a present to him 
would delay giving it until he was in ‘A’ishah’s house. 

So Umm Salamah’s “team” asked her to talk to him and ask him 
to tell the people to give their presents regardless of which house of 
his wive’s he would be at. When it was her turn with the Prophet (#), 
Umm Salamah told him that, but he did not give any response. When 
she told her “team” about this, they asked her to talk to him again. So 
she spoke to him when it was her next turn, and he still did not give 
any response. Her “team” told her, “Keep talking to him until he gives 
you a response." On her next turn, she again brought that up with him. 
He (&&) said: 


vile Y al o GUL uoo D ue JI ob acuto uui 


Do not hurt me in regard to 'A'ishah. Indeed, the 
revelation did not come to me while I was under any 
woman's covers except ‘A ishah’s.> 


Umm Salamah said, “I repent to Allah from doing anything that would 
hurt you, O Allah’s Messenger.” 

Umm Salamah's "team" then asked Fatimah (s$), Allah's 
Messenger's ($) daughter, to intervene on their behalf. She went to 
him and said, “Your wives are asking you for justice in regard to the 
daughter of Abū Bakr.” He said, «21 с. YÍ iw ФО my 
daughter! Do you not love what I love?» She replied, “Yes!” He 
pointed to "A'ishah and said, «.»ia |.» U» «So love this one» She went 
back fo them and informed them of what happened. They said, “We do 
not see that you were of any help to us.” They wanted her to go again 
to him, but she refused saying, “By Allah, I will never speak to him 
again in her regard.” 

Finally, they sent Zaynab Bint Jahsh. Raging with anger, Zaynab 
stormed into ‘A’ishah’s house, where the Prophet ($$) was. She raised 
her voice saying, ^O Allah's Messenger! Indeed, your wives demand 


1 They were: Umm Salamah, Zaynab Bint Jahsh, Umm Habibah, Juwayriyah, and 
Maymünah. As for Zaynab Bint Khuzaymah (wb), she died before Allah's 
Messenger (& married Umm Salamah (see Fath ul-Bari 5:258). 


е Fragile Vessels 125 With the Prophet & His Wives 


aie in regard to Ibn Abi Quhafah’s daughter. Are you only satisfied 
shen she opens her little arms for you (to convince you of what she 
ш)?” She then turned to ‘A’ishah and started addressing her with 
шй words. The Prophet (&&) tried stopping her, but she went on; and 
(їй remained silent, waiting for the Prophet’s (&%) permission to 
epnd. Finally, he said, «.g,asl.w,:» «Go ahead — defend 


wen 
‘Aishah then responded with full force — leaving Zaynab totally 
geechless, “Until I saw the saliva dry in her mouth — unable to 


respond,” A'ishah said. 

The Prophet ($) was pleased with that. He looked at ‘A’ishah 
gptovingly and said, «. ә „|с ш!» dndeed, she is Abū Bakr’s 
daughter!» ! c 


Mores 


|, The Prophet’s (#) above statement, about the revelation coming 
to him under "A'ishah's covers, clearly indicates that his favoring 
of "Aishah (s$) was not haphazard or senseless. It was based on 
her excellent qualities that singled her out from among all his 
wives, and that made Jibril come under her bed-covers to talk to 
the Prophet (&&) and bring him the revelation. 


1. Our knowledge of Jibril’s (358) modesty allows us to conclude that 
when he came to the Prophet (4%) under 'A'ishah's covers, she 
must have been decently clothed for his presence. 


j The Prophet (&&) position in this narration may appear to be 
unfairly biased toward 'A'ishah (Ww). However, as we stated 
earlier, the Prophet's (8%) love for ‘A’ishah (ws) was a divine 
grant based on her merits and excellence. By no means was it 
meant to hurt or deprive the other Mothers of the Believers. The 
Prophet (&) treated them all equally in material matters. However, 
in terms of his love and emotion, 'A'ishah had the greatest share. 
Her co-wives, like all other Muslims, were supposed to understand 
that and appreciate it — not for her sake, but for the sake of their 





l This is a combined narration recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 



















a sr prayer, spending a short time closely chatting 
m. Не ($) liked honey and sweets. Once a 
ТЯ relatives of Zaynab Bint Jahsh (ce) gave 
yasa ‘Present. So she would offer the honey to 


ey noticed that, the other wives became jealous. Led by 
ah, they decided to put an end to it. “By Allah, we 
something,” "A'ishah ($) said. They agreed that when 
approached either of them, she would pretend that she 
a foul odor coming from him, which resembled that 
plant called maghafir. 

per(É&) hated foul odors. When he went to 
inquired about the foul odor emanating from him. 
eaten some maghafir, I can surely smell the odor of 
ng from you," she added. He denied that and said that 
me honey at Zaynab's. She said, "The bees must have 
hafir flowers." When he ($) went to Hafsah (t$), she 
The Prophet ($$) believed the story and made an oath 
honey. The next time he went to Zaynab she said, 
enger, I will give you some honey." He replied, 
q have no desire for it. 

vealed; 


ye dil BI ru oL G wy 
B v 1$ LUT, 














Allah has made lawful for you, seeking the 
wal of your wives? Allah is Forgiving and 
Allah has already ordained for you the 
edure for) dissolution of your oaths '. Allah is 
your Protector, and He is the Knowing and Wise.» ? 

Li 
_ When Allah’s Messenger (&%) made his oath, he confided that to 


шй (5), «. Ы FY (Cile 4, sa) 5,21 gly Dhue уд» КЇ have 


Шеп some of that honey, but will never take it anymore. I have 
i» made an oath in that regard, so inform no one about it.» 
However, A'ishah ($) did not hold the secret, but informed Hafsah 
dou it, Allah (8) then revealed that to him, and he reproached 
{shah for exposing his secret: 


i $h wots Gi us 45155 vas dl ce E У» 
M ut Cis Bee orion шалые a) 
с". zi e li Lu намазов 


_ «And (remember) when the Prophet confided to опе 
of his wives a statement; and when she informed 

- (another) of it and Allah showed that to him, he 
made known part of it and ignored a part. And 
when he informed her about it she said, “Who told 
you this?” He said, “Тһе One Who is Knowing and 
Acquainted has informed me.» * * 


There is a number of different opinions as to who were the two wives 
la cooperated against the Prophet ($$), what is the thing that he 


|. See al-Maiidah 5:89. 

1 Атай? 66:1-2. 

3 AtTahrim 66:3. 

1 The above is a combined narration from ‘A’ishah CS), recorded by al- 
к , Muslim, and others. 
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and what the secret was that one of them 
ing are the most common views found in the 


2 A'ishah was his oath of не ЫЕ the honey 
5 ‘A'ishah exposed his secret to Hafsah. This opinion 
d is the one presented above. It is supported by 
Bukhari, Muslim, and others, and is further 
Umar's statement to Ibn “Abbas in the next section. 
€ other (weaker) reports, similar to the above one, 
the wife who had the honey as Sawdah or Umm 


were three: ‘A'ishah, Sawdah, and Safiyyah; the thing 
Pr het (®) prohibited was eating honey at Hafsah’s. 

Prophet (&&) prohibited the honey upon himself, Sawdah 
I with him and said, “Subhan Allah (exalted is Allah)! 
we have denied him (of the honey).” But ‘A’ishah (0%) 
ег, “Be quiet!” *. Some scholars hold the opinion that the 
have mixed the names of the Mothers of the Believers. 
ch as Ibn Kathir, see nothing wrong in assuming that 
Í ts (this and the above one) have truly occurred, but 
Т of them (the above one) was the cause for revealing the 


ives were A'ishah and Hafsah; the thing that the 
hibited was approaching Mariyah; the secret that 
| to Hafsah was his oath of prohibiting Mariyah upon 
sah exposed his secret to "A'ishah. 

Hurayrah, Ibn Umar, Ibn “Abbas, and Anas (2%) reported 
Messenger (Ёё) once had intercourse with his 
Mariyah (85) the mother of his son Ibrahim in the 
ifsah. Hafsah saw them in her house and was upset. She 


, Ibn Sa'd, and others. 
(the Book of Divorce). 
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ah’s Messenger! Out of all your wives, you choose to 
‘my house, on my bed, and during my day?" She told 
about that, and the two of them cooperated on urging the 
) to prohibit Mariyah. He then promised Hafsah never 
ch Mariyah. He made an oath in that regard, and ordered 


һер! for one difference, this is similar to the previous story. In 
‘oer to please Hafsah, the Prophet (Ж) told her that her father 
wil follow Abū Bakr as his successor, and asked her to keep that 
ола from “A’ishah, but she told her. This is an unauthentic 
штїйоп 2. 

“Thus, the first and third opinions are the correct ones as to the 
qs for the revelation of the first five ayat of Sürat ut-Tahrim. The 
Er summarizes the above discussion: 














1 ах by an-Nasai, Ibn Mardawayh, and others. An-Nasai’s report from 
“Anas is verified to be authentic by al-Albani (Sahih un-Nasai no. 3695). Ibn 
Кас indicated (in his Tafsir) that al-Haytham Bin Kulayb’s report from Ibn 
‘Var is authentic. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar indicated (in Fath ul-Bart) that the 

або бла of this hadith strengthen each other, and mentioned another 








on recorded by Said Bin Mansür with an authentic isnad to Masrüq 
nois ал270), without mentioning a sahabi (i.e., mursal). 

1 Recorded by at-Tabarani (in al-Kabir) from Ibn “Abbas. Verified to be weak 
‘Kathir (in his Tafsir). 
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Chapter 5 
Cooperating |Prohibited |Exposed Secret Degree 
wives 

Strong 







A'ishah & |ApproachingiOath never to approach her 
Hafsah 


A'ishah & — Approaching|The successorship of Abū Bakr|Weak 
Hafsah & Umar 


The Prophet Deserts His Wives for One Month 














TEXT OF THE HADITH 


Ibn ‘Abbas (&&) reported that for a whole year he wanted to ask ‘Umar 

Bin al-Khat tab ($) about an дуал, but could not do that because of 

the feeling of awe that he had toward him. At one point, ‘Umar went 
out for Hajj, and he accompanied him. Along their return trip, they 
Stopped for rest. Umar went toward some arak ' bushes for a need of 
his, and Ibn Abbas waited for him with a pitcher of water. After he 
finished and came back, Ibn ‘Abbas poured water for ‘Umar, and he 
performed wudū. Then he walked with him and said, “О Commander 
of the Believers! Who were the two of Allah’s Messenger’s (8%) wives 
who cooperated against him?” * He replied, "They were Hafsah and 
‘A'ishah. That was because of the secret that he entrusted to Hafsah 
and she disclosed to A'ishah, which resulted in his anger and decision 
to desert them — until Allah admonished him.” 

Ibn Abbas said, “By Allah, I have wanted to ask you about this 
for а whole year, but could not because of my feeling of respect 
toward you.” Umar said, “Do not do that. If you expect that I have 
knowledge about a matter, ask me. If I know, I will tell you.” Then 
‘Umar ($) told him the following: 


“By Allah, during the time of Jahiliyyah, we did not 
give any importance to women, until Allah revealed in 


1 A desert tree from which the miswaks are made. 
2 He is referring to what is mentioned in Surat ut-Tahrim (66: 1-5). 
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^ it regard what He revealed, and allocated for them 
what He did. And we, the Quraysh people, used to 
wercome our women, and did not allow them to 
interfere in our affairs. When we came to al-Madinah, 
we found that the Ansdr’s women overcame them. So 
ourWomen started learning some of the manners of the 
Ansar’s women. 

One day I was doing something, and my wife 
agued with me and suggested, ‘Why don’t you do such 
md such?’ I said, ‘And what have you to do with this; 
md why do you interfere in my decisions?’ She 
sponded, ‘I am amazed at you, O Son of al-Khat tab! 
You do not want to be questioned! By Allah, the 
Prophet's (&&) wives surely argue with him, and would 
sometimes desert him the whole day until the evening! 
And even your daughter surely argues with Allah's 
Messenger (&&) until she makes him angry for the rest 
ofthe day!’ This shocked me, and I said, ‘Anyone of 
them who does this is indeed a loser!’ 

Ithen immediately wrapped myself in my garments 
and went to Hafsah's house and said, “О my daughter, 
indeed, do you argue with Allah’s Messenger (#®) until 
fe becomes angry for the rest of the day?’ Hafsah 
replied, "Yes indeed, by Allah, we do argue with him!’ 
Isid, ‘Indeed, you must understand, you are lost and 
mined (by that)! Do you feel secure of Allah's anger 
ad punishment when you disturb His Messenger? 
Daughter, do not argue with the Prophet (Z&) about 
anything, nor desert him, nor ask him too much — but 
ask me whatever you wish. And do not be misled by 
your co-wife who is prettier than you and more beloved 
ty Allah’s Messenger (#8) |.” 

Then I left and went to Umm Salamah, to whom I 
am closely related, and spoke similarly to her. She 
replied, ‘I am amazed at you, О Son of al-Khat tab! 
You want to interfere in everything — even between 


е 
enfe to ‘A'ishah (cd). 


| 
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Allāh’s Messenger (&&) and his wives! Yes, by Allah, 
we argue with him. If he allows that, he does not mind 
it; and if he forbids it, he would still be more lenient to 
us than you.’ When she said that, she cooled some of 
my anger, and I left.” 


‘Umar (85) continued: 


“My house was among the dwellings of the tribe of 

Umayyah Bin Zayd in the district of al-‘Awali (al- 

Madinah's heights). I had a neighbor from that tribe of 

al-Ansar. We used to take turns going to the 

Prophet ($) — He would go one day and I the other 

day. When I went, I would tell him of what happened 
on that day, of revelations or other things; and when he 
went, he would do the same. 
There were rumors at that time that the Ghassan ' 
tribe was preparing their horses to attack us, and our 
breasts were filled with anxiety because of this. My 
neighbor went on the day that was his turn. In the 
evening, he came pounding hard on our door, yelling, 
‘Ts he there?’ I was terrified, and rushed out to him. He 
said, “A very grave incident took place today!’ I asked, 
‘What is it? Has the Ghassan attacked us?’ He replied, 
‘No, it is even more grave and horrible. The 
Prophet (#8) divorced his wives!’ I said, ‘Hafsah and 
‘Aishah are then truly lost and ruined! I was expecting 
this to happen sooner or later.’ 

In the morning, I wrapped myself in my garments 
and went to pray the fajr prayer with the Prophet ($). 
After the prayer, the Prophet ($$) entered into a room 
that he had above the Masjid’s level, with a (steep) stair 
made from a palm tree’s trunk leading up to it. He 
stayed there in seclusion. 

I went out (into the Masjid) and walked toward the 


1 A large Arabian tribe who mostly embraced Christianity and was supported by 


the Romans. 











— minbar. I found around it a group of men sitting and 
_ (egrtfully) playing with the pebbles, some of them 


yeping and exclaiming, ‘Allah’s Messenger (4%) has 
divorced his women!’ I sat with them for a short while, 
md thought to myself, ‘Today, I will find the truth in 
this regard,’ 

This happened prior to the command of hijab that 

came to the Prophet's wives '. Feeling overwhelmed by 
emotion, I went to "A'ishah's house and said, ‘O 
daughter of Abü Bakr! Has your position reached to that 
jou would hurt Allah's Messenger (&&)?' She replied, 
‘What have you to do with me, O son of al-Khat tab! 
Go deal with your own shame (i.e., your daughter).’ I 
Went into Hafsah’s house and found her weeping. I said, 
‘0 Hafsah! What makes you weep? Haven't I warned 
jou of this? Has your position reached to that you 
would hurt Allah's Messenger ($$)? You know that 
Allih’s Messenger (&&) does not like you; and had it 
not been for me he would have divorced you.’ She 
slated weeping very hard. I asked, ‘Did the 
Prophet (&&) divorce all of you?’ She replied, ‘I do not 
know. There he is secluding himself in that loft.’ 

I stood beneath the Prophet’s ($) loft. A black 
youth called Rabah was guarding the door, sitting on 
the doorstep with his legs dangling down to the palm 
sair. I said to him, ‘Seek permission for ‘Umar.’ He 
Went in, spoke to the Prophet (8%), and came back 
sying, ‘I spoke to the Prophet (Ж) and mentioned your 
request, but he remained silent.’ So I went back and sat 
with the group who were by the minbar. І was again 
overwhelmed by emotion, so I went to the youth and 
sid, ‘Seek permission for ‘Umar.’ He went in and 
came back saying, ‘I spoke to him and mentioned your 
request, but he remained silent.” So I went back and sat 
with the group by the minbar. I was again overwhelmed 
byemotion, so I went to the youth and raised my voice 


_—— 
Малка 53 and 59. 
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saying, “О Rabah! Seek permission for ‘Umar. Allah’s 
Messenger ($$) may think that I came for the sake of 
Hafsah; but by Allah, if Allah's Messenger (3%) 
commands me to chop her head off, I will. He 
motioned me to lower my voice, went in, and came 


back saying, “I spoke to him and mentioned your 


request, but he remained silent.’ As I started moving 
away, the youth called me and said, ‘The Prophet (4%) 
has given you permission to enter.’ 

[entered into the Prophet’s (#8) presence and found 
him lying on a straw mat — the straws leaving marks 
on his side. He was reclining on a leather pillow filled 
with luffa (rough fiberish plant). Still standing up, I 
gave him Salam and said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Why 
should you be upset about women? If you have 
divorced them, then Allah is on your side, and His 
angels, and Jibril and Mikail, and I and Abū Bakr and 
the believers are on your side as well.’ 


And rarely did 
I say a statement — praise be to Allah — but hoped 
that Allah would confirm my statement. So Allah 
revealed: 


MARERE Ыз ico эз AI) US ә} 


ТА usus caa „4л So 
£ eundi €O 54 JS an; 


«If you two (A'ishah and Hafsah) repent to Allah, 
(it is best), for your hearts have deviated. But if you 
cooperate against him — then indeed Allah is his 
protector, and Jibril and the righteous of the 
believers and the angels, 


moreover, are his 
supporters.» ' 


And He (4%) revealed: 


At-Tahrim 66:4. 
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Es s 724 ol Sabb ы Ay es) 
(лз 5л... olat дап - 


MÀ OS REI v 
"en 


Perhaps his Lord, if he divorced you (all), would 
substitute for him wives better than you — 
submitting (to Allah), believing, devoutly obedient (to 
Allah), repentant (o Allah), worshipping (Allah), and 
migrating (for Allah’s cause) — non-virgins and 


Then I asked him, *O Allah’s Messenger! Have you 
divorced your wives?’ He replied, «.Y» «Nob I said, 
‘Allāhu Akbar! О Allah's Messenger, when I entered 
mothe Masjid I saw the Muslims (regretfully) playing 
wih the pebbles and exclaiming that Allah’s 
Messenger ($) has divorced his wives. Should I go 
down and inform them that you did not?’ He replied, 
te ol eio <Yes, if you wish» So I rushed to the door 
leading to the Masjid and shouted as loud as I could, 
‘The Prophet (&&) did not divorce his wives!’ Also, the 
following ayah was revealed: 
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«And when there comes to them some information 
concerning security or fear, they spread it around. 
Butif they had referred it back to the Messenger or 
lothose of authority among them, then the ones who 


EE _ ___ 
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__Тһеп I asked him, ‘О Allah’s Messenger! Have you 
divorced your wives?’ He replied, «.3» «Nob I said, 

‘Allāhu Akbar! О Alláh's Messenger, when I entered 
-into the Masjid I saw the Muslims (regretfully) playing 
With the pebbles and exclaiming that Allah’s 
"Messenger ($) has divorced his wives. Should I go 
M. and inform them that you did not?’ He replied, 
ects gl «gx» «Yes, if you wish» So I rushed to the door 
mM to the Masjid and shouted as loud as I could, 
"The Prophet (&&) did not divorce his wives!’ Also, the 
| one ayah was revealed: 
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«Апа when there comes to them some information 
ec concerning security or fear, they spread it around. 
Ба if they had referred it back to the Messenger ог 


to those of authority among them, then the ones who 
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can draw correct conclusions from it would have 
known it. And had it not been for Allah's favor and 
mercy upon you, you would have followed Satan — 
except for a few (among you).» ' 


And I was the one who was able to draw that correct 
answer, 
Still standing, I tried to cheer the Prophet (#%), ‘О 
Allah's Messenger! You should see how we, the 
Quraysh people, used to overcome our women. But 
when we came to al-Madinah we found a people whose 
women overcame them. So our women started learning 
from their women. One day I became angry with my 
wife, and she started arguing with me. I disapproved of 
that. Her response was that, by Allah, the Prophet’s ($$) 
wives surely argue with him, and would sometimes 
desert him a whole day until the evening! I then went 
and said to them, "Anyone of you who does that is 
indeed a ruined loser! How can any of you have 
security from Allah's wrath when she disturbs His 
Messenger? That could surely bring her destruction." 
The Prophet (&&) smiled showing his teeth — and his 
smile was among the best of the people's. Then I said, 
*O Allah's Messenger! You should have seen me when 
I went to Hafsah and said, "Do not be conceited 
because of your co-wife who is prettier and more 
beloved to the Prophet (&&)." ' The Prophet (&%) smiled 
à second time. 

When I saw that, I sought his permission to sit and 
continue talking to him. He said, «..» <Yes!> I sat 
down and raised my eyes examining the contents of his 
dwelling. I only saw three half-tinted pieces of leather, 
and a handful of barley in a corner. I cried, and he 
asked me, «foli „1 AS, Ls <O Son of al-Khat tab! 
What makes you cry? I said, ‘How can I not cry 
when I see this mat leaving marks on your side, and 


An-Nisa 4:83. 


your room as empty as it is? Why do Kisra and Qaysar 
(Caesar) enjoy rivers and fruits while you, Allah’s 
Messenger and His chosen one from among His 
creation, are in this tight living? O Allah’s Messenger! 
Supplicate to Allah to ease the living of your Ummah, 
for the Persians and Romans have indeed been given 
ease of living and have been given the possessions of 
the worldly life, even though they do not worship 
Allah.’ 

The Prophet (&%) sat up from his recline and said: 


Al o] Sold! УЛ со al Seal Ide ish 
Ceo SU G рр (ed tet 30) Lee cus 


ds this what concerns you? Do you have any doubt 
(about Allah’s promises), O Son of al-Khattab? 
Those people have received their pleasure too 
soon — in this worldly life.» 


Isaid, “О Allah’s Messenger! Ask Allah to forgive me.’ 

Allah's Messenger (#8) then descended from the loft 
and I followed him. Whereas I was carefully holding to 
the palm trunk, Allah’s Messenger (#%) descended 
(elegantly) as if he was walking on a flat surface, and 
without even touching the trunk. 

Thus, Allah’s Messenger ($) abandoned his wives 
and remained in his seclusion for twenty-nine nights. He 
had vowed to desert them for a full month, saying, 
«Ls Lia LiL» d will not approach them for a full 
month.> I asked him about that, “О Allah’s Messenger, 
you remained in the loft only for twenty-nine nights.’ 
He replied, «. Ly ge pies ians 0; ill ol» <A month can 
be twenty-nine days.>” ' 





Ї This is a combined report recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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Notes 


In the above narration, Ibn ‘Abbas asked ‘Umar about the two women 
who cooperated against the Prophet (@). He clearly indicated that they 
were Hafsah and A'ishah (9). Then ‘Umar went on to mention 
another incident that led the Prophet (&) to desert his wives for a full 
month, 

Thus it should be understood that Umar (ds) mentioned two 
different incidents, "He intertwined them because they had something 
in common: they both represented misbehavior by the Prophet’s (£$) 
wives toward him, and both resulted in revelations defending the 
Prophet (8) and reproaching the Mothers of the Believers. The second 
incident will be further detailed in the next section. 


A Difficult Choice? 


Allis Messenger (@) chose to live a modest life, reserving his 
pleasures to the Hereafter, This is indicated in his words to Отаг in 
the previous section, It seems that he (@) saw signs of discontent from 
his wives, and that greatly distressed him. 


Text oF THe Boii 


їйї Bin Abdilih ($) reported that Abü Bakr went to the 
Prophet's (8) house and sought permission to enter. There were many 
people siting outside, none of them permitted to enter. Abū Bakr was 
admitted, Umar then came, sought permission to enter, and was 
admitted, They found the Prophet (8) siting in silence, with his wives 
around him. Abi Bakr decided to say something to cheer the 
Prophet (8), sohe said, “O Allah's Messenger! You should have seen 
when Bint Khanijah asked me for (additional) support: I was about to 
strike her neck.” Allah's Messenger ($) then smiled and said: 





1 See Fath ul-Qadir by ash-Shawkini, 
2 This expression is not always meant literally, but is often used to express a 
mere threat for misbehavior, 


Кы 
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«ere they are — as you can see — around me, 
asking me for (additional) support.» 
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| 00 Abi Bakr jumped at ‘A’ishah to beat her, and ‘Umar jumped 
[ аһ, both of them saying, “Ноу dare you ask Allah’s Messenger 
(а which he cannot afford?" They replied, “Ву Allah, we are not 
sting Allah’s Messenger (8%) for anything that he cannot afford.’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


£) revealed: 
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«0 Prophet! Say to your wives, “If you should desire 
the worldly life and its adornment, then come, I will 
provide for you and give you a gracious release. But 
if you should desire Allah and His Messenger and 
the home of the Hereafter — then indeed, Allah has 
prepared for the doers of good among you a great 
reward.» ' 


YA-YA ole YI €O 7 


[Ile Prophet (&&) started by “A’ishah (t) and said: 
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О 'Aishah! I want to propose something to you, 
and would like you not to hasten in your decision 


until you consult with your parents.» 





| Al-Ahzāb 33:28-29. 


Allah’s Messenger (48) then deserted his wives for a month (or 
у nine days), and Allah (3€ 
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CHAPTER 6 
THE HADITH ABOUT UMM ZAR‘ 


jif . It tells about eleven women who got together, each of them 
ly describing her husband’s character to the other women. 

st reports of this hadith present the story of the eleven women 
g narrated by 'A'ishah (s$s) and not by the Prophet (4%). 
т, some reports explicitly indicate that it was the Prophet (4%) 


Also, some scholars hold the position that the whole story is 
ous and was mentioned for the sake of the lessons that it carries. 
ы hold the more correct position that it is a true story that did 
ace during the time of Jahiliyyah. This is explicitly mentioned 
ion of the reports, such as the one presented below. 
Aishah (s$) reported that Allah’s Messenger (&&) said to her: 


pir po uiis WES ions А2502 L» 


© ‘Nishah! 9 am to you like Abu Zar was to 
Umm Zar.» ? 


ie inquired, “And who is Umm Zar, О Allah’s Messenger?" He 


discussion in Fath ul-Bart no. 5189. 
ded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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ROUS APPARENT AND HIDDEN PROBLEMS 
second woman indicated that her husband possessed numerous 
both apparent and hidden: 


DES. n usd 
- 3l Y yl iul col ope SY P SUSI eI» 
СЕА a RCFE 
<The second woman said, “Аз for my husband, I 
- cannot expose his secrets (fearing divorce). (If I start 
talking about him,) I fear that I will not be able to 
stop (because of his numerous shortcomings). And if 
I were to talk about him, I would mention the 
swelling in his neck-veins (ie. arrogance, 
unfriendliness, and other apparent defects) and the 


swelling in his stomach and navel (i.e., many hidden 
defects).’’> 


Inaddition to his numerous defects, this man did not like criticism, 
nd was ready to divorce his wife would she utter anything about his 


SIVENESS AND UNIMPRESSIVENESS 


he third woman described her husband as being unimpressively out 
of proportion in his qualities (bodily, morally, or both): 


оО "e 5 = s6 s 2 
GEIST ol, Ы зый ol Gall geo” шй cau 


<The third woman said, “Му husband is the one who 

is unreasonably tall (i.e., unimpressive). If I utter a 

word (about his defects, and he finds out), I will 
surely be divorced. And if I remain silent, I will be 
suspended (i.e., he neither treats me like a wife nor 
— like a divorcee)” 
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tno t five women had good things to say about their husbands. 

DNESS, SECURITY, AND CARING 

¢sixth woman's husband is like a cool night breeze: 

ius Se S anl els 5%” cua Lll cun 
«Даз, BEY, 


«The sixth woman said, “Аѕ for my husband, he is 
like the night of Tihamah (Makkah and its 
suburbs) — neither hot nor cold. (In his company) 
there is neither fear nor boredom.” 


He is kind and moderate in his actions, and his company does not 
ing fear or boredom. Rather, it gives her a feeling of security and 
friendliness. 


OVE, GENEROSITY, AND COURAGE 


The seventh woman’s husband is well mannered and loving at home, 
and courageous and powerful outside his home: 


PPP 
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<The seventh woman said, “As for my husband, 

when he enters, he acts like a (sleepy) leopard; and 

. when he leaves, he acts like a lion. He does not ask 
— about what he entrusted."» 


's affairs, impotent 
е people's defects 

ough, he is very 
mercy, breaking her Г 
Within the house, he is like a leopard: quiet, sleepy (i.e., forgiving), 
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The long sword-suspenders indicate that he is of large and 
ive built and that he is a strong fighter. The ashes are an 
on of his generosity and his many guests. Being in the vicinity 
clubhouse indicates that he is near the town-center where 

























ЕАІТН, GENEROSITY, AND OTHER DISTINGUISHED QUALITIES 


ће tenth woman's husband has many excellent qualities that are 
ond description: 
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<The tenth woman said, “Му husband is Malik (the 
owner) And what would you know about Malik? 
Malik is better than that (which I describe). He owns 
camels that are numerous in their sitting places, and 


few in the grazing areas. When they hear the sound 
of the lute, they become certain of their death." 


This means that she is never able to give her husband the praise 
that he truly deserves. His camels, numerous though they are, are not 
allowed to graze far away from his residence, because he wants them 
eve -ready for his guests. He often holds banquets in which he 
ntertains his guests with the lute and feeds them camel-meat. 


Umm Zar and Her Two Husbands 


ast woman to speak was Umm Zar. She gave a fuller description 
her two husbands: Abū Zar and the man whom she married after 
bu Zar divorced her. Both of her husbands were good to her, but she 
happier with the first, and gave a more detailed description of him 


his family members. 
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safes (of food and clothing) were plentiful, and her 
house was spacious." 


pite his father's wealth, Abū Zar’s son was not a spoiled young 


1. To the contrary, he was lean, content, ate moderately, and was 
ier alert, even while sleeping: 
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«She continued,) “Abū Zar’s son — and what 
would you know about Abü Zar^s son! His sleep 
was (sharp) like a pointed palm stick (i.e., ever- 


alert), and a female goat's arm satisfied his hunger 
(ie., neither was he fat nor greedy). 


080 ZAR"S DAUGHTER 


Abi Zar’s daughter was a perfect young woman, obedient to both her 


rents, beautiful, and attractive. This graced her family, and brought 
ivy to her co-wife: 
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«She continued,) “Abū Zar"s daughter — and what 

would you know about Abū Zar'"s daughter! She 

was obedient to her father and obedient to her 

mother. She filled her garments (i.e., her body was 

full). She caused her upper garment to curve (her 

body was well-proportioned). She was the grace of 
— her family, and the cause of envy to her co-wife.”’ 
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«She ЕЕ аса) *[ married after him a noble man. 

_ He rode a fast horse and grasped a spear (he was a 
fighter). He brought to me in the evenings (after his 
battles) expensive cattle, and granted me a pair from 
every kind of it. He said to me, ‘Eat, O Umm Zar, 
and give your relatives as well.’ Yet, were I to gather 
all the things that he gave me, they would not fill the 
smallest of Abū Zar’s containers.’’> 


Conclusion 


Allah's Messenger (&%) concluded by again telling ‘Aishah («$») that 
he was to her like Abū Zar‘ was to Umm Zar. 


өз ul a Gas ыр A555 le L» 


Eie 
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О ‘Aishah! I am to you like Abū Zar was to 
Umm Zar — except that Abu Zar divorced (her), 
and I will not divorce (you). ! 


This means that he was bountiful towards her like Abū Zar was 

towards Umm Zar. However, the Prophet’s (4%) favors on ‘A'ishah 

(or any other Muslim) are beyond measure, and they extend to the 
good and eternal bliss of the Hereafter. This is why “A’ishah (sp) 


T sponded: 


| Recorded by al-Bukhari, Muslim, and others. 
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ARABIC TERMS 









A number of Arabic terms are frequently used in Islamic discussions, 
and seem to constitute a basic vocabulary that needs to be available to 
the readers of most books on Islam. We attempt to provide such terms, 
"together with their definitions, in the following “Glossary” section. 
Other terms pertinent to the current book are included in the "Index" 
section, together with a page-reference indicating where they are 
defined in this book. 


A: Glossary of Common Terms 





















"The Supporters": the residents of al-Madinah who 
supported the Prophet (Ж) and the Muhajirün. 








Call to the prayer. 





A Quranic phrase approximately equal to one 
sentence, but sometimes longer or shorter than that; 
plural: ayat. 















Plural of ayah. 








Innovation in the creed or in acts of worship. 





Call or mission. 





— 
Religion. It is usually used in reference to the religion 
of Islam. 








A. valuable old currency that was made of gold. 
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E Definition 


Prohibited. 











Good or acceptable. This is usually mentioned when 
indicating the degree of authenticity of some reports. 













En Migration. It usually refers to migration from Makkah 
to al-Madinah. 


28 Consensus of the scholars. 

Ijtihad Exerting juhd (maximum possible effort) to reach the 
right conclusion based on the available evidence. 

A leader or distinguished /s/a@mic scholar. It is often 

applied to the leader of prayer. 














Belief or conviction. 








Chain of narrators of a hadith. 





preceded the advent of the Prophet Muhammad (48). 





A Muslim congregation or gathering. It is often 
applied to the congregational prayers. Al-Jamd‘ah (the 
Jama' ah) refers to the original community of the 
sahabah and their true followers through the ages. 





Janazah |A funeral or a deceased’s prepared body. 





Jannah |The gardens of paradise. 





Jihad Striving or fighting for Allah’s cause. 





Jinn An indivisible creation that Allah created from fire and 
smoke, and to which belongs Satan. It is sometimes 
translated as “demons”. 


Jumuah Friday. It also applies to the Friday prayer. 





A person who practices kufr. Plural: “kuffār”. 
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A sahabi who made Hijrah from Makkah to al- 
Madinah. Plural: тилајігӣп or muhdjirin. 3 


|Mujahid A person who performs Jihad. Plural: mujahidün or 
Н mujahidin. 


Disapproved; rejected. 


A place designated for salah. Most commonly, it 
applies to the grounds where the prayers of ‘fd and 
janazah are performed. 


Mushrik |Ѕее “shirk”. 
Nafl Extra, voluntary, or supererogatory deeds. 
Qadar 


Allah’s decree and measure. 

















LI 












iz 


The direction of al-Kabah in Makkah. 





Holy. A qudusi hadith is a hadith that the Prophet ($$) 
relates from his Lord (48). 





Means a full prayer unit, because it contains only one 
rukü . Plural: rakat. 


Ramadan | The month of fasting. It is the ninth month of the 
Islamic lunar calendar. 











| 
Ruki The act of bowing in the prayer. It derives from the 
verb raka'a which means “bowed down". 
Sadagah | Charity. 








The Prophet's companions; singular: sahabi. 








True or authentic. 
Salaf The early righteous pioneers and scholars of 
Islam—the sahabah and their true followers. 


Salah The prayer. 
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Saying, “La ilaha illallah — There is no true god 
except Allah.” 














part of the prayer where one sits, pronounces the 
Shahadah, invokes salah upon the Messenger, and 
supplicates. 





Saying salam, especially to conclude the prayer. 








Remembering Allah and mentioning Him. 





Community, nation, or followers. 





Obligatory or required. 





Odd numbered. The night prayer as a whole is 
sometimes called witr because the total number of its 
rak àt is odd. 1 





Ablution for the prayer. It consists of rinsing the 
mouth, blowing the nose, washing the face, washing 
the forearms to the elbows, wiping over the head 
(including the ears), and washing the feet up to the 
ankles. 









Obligatory charity. 









Adultery or fornication. 





Noon. It is usually applied to the second daily 
obligatory prayer, whose time extends from the sun's 
crossing the zenith until the time when the shadows 
are as long as the objects. 





















84 
29 
126 
39 


28 
39 


fth and last daily 
ds from the 
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Siddiq 

Siwak 57 
Tarbiyah xiii 
Tasfiyah xiii 
Tharid 99 
"Iddah 32 
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